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JW: You’re from Point 

Breeze and your neighbor-

hood has changed a lot. And 

I remember the heated battle 

between you in Ori Feibush 

in 2015. And that was a re-

ally heated race in South 

Philadelphia. As a real es-

tate developer, he had a lot 

of money behind him and a 

lot of his own money. I was 

impressed with your fund-

raising efforts to counteract 

the money being put up 

against you. And you got 

what, I thought, was a big 

win. So, was it the people 

really speaking when they 

re-elected you? Saying hey, 

we don't want to be part of a 

mass gentrification effort 

because I think putting a 

guy like that in the office 

would have just changed the 

landscape of Point Breeze? 

What’s your thoughts on 

that? 

 

KJ: Yeah, well, just by 

background, you know, I've 

always been in South Phila-

delphia, all my life. I'm rais-

ing my two sons here in 

South Philadelphia, as well 

as I'm living here with my 

wife. So, I decided, you 

know, as Council people we 

can move around, and I rep-

resent 15 different neigh-

borhoods. I decided when I 

got elected, to continue rais-

ing my family and living 

where my roots have helped 

me become the person who 

I am, which is Point Breeze, 

South Philadelphia. And so, 

just to take note, every elec-

tion that I had was either a 

developer or a candidate 

that had relationships with 

the development communi-

ty.  

We are the number one zip 

code when it comes to de-

velopment, not only in the 

city, not only in the state, 

but in the country. And so, a 

lot of developers are seek-

ing this land, to develop. 

And three elections, through 

the grace of God, I became 

victorious.  

But at the end of the day, it 

was the people who have 

spoken. And I know that 

yeah, did a good job from a 

fundraising standpoint, but I 

did a greater job when it 

came to going door to door. 

I'm talking to the constitu-

ents, and I listen to the is-

sues that concern them be-

cause ultimately, they're 

going to have the final 

say.  At the end of the day, 

it's about making sure that 

my people came to the poll. 

And they determined that I 

would be their council per-

son.  

The issue of gentrification 

was the number one issue 

and continues to be a hot 

button issue, because we're 

not only seeing unable to 

change from a development 

standpoint, but also making 

sure that we protect the 

neighborhood from an actu-

al cultural shift. That's total-

I had the opportunity to chat with Councilmember Kenyatta Johnson of the 2nd Council District, and discuss gun violence, the 
rich African American history of South Philadelphia, and the increase of the minimum wage and healthcare for Philadelphia 

International Airport employees. Councilmember Johnson chairs Council Special Committee on Gun Violence Prevention and 
the Committee on Rules and Transportation and Public Utilities. He also serves on the following committees: Appropriations 
(Vice-Chair), Public Safety (Vice-Chair), Streets and Services; Licenses and Inspections; Parks, Recreation and Cultural Af-
fairs; Commerce and Economic Development, Children and Youth; and Fiscal Stability and Intergovernmental Cooperation. 



ly separate from just the 

development but just main-

tain the identity of Point 

Breeze because you have 

other individuals who kind 

of want to change the 

name.  

And we recognize the areas 

of South Philadelphia, par-

ticularly as Point Breeze. 

And so yes, that cultural 

shift, we wanted to make 

sure it would not happen as 

relates to development tak-

ing place in South Philadel-

phia. But also making sure 

that we are engaging in eq-

uitable development, mean-

ing we focus on affordable 

housing and workforce 

housing, we support market 

rate because the market is 

going to dictate itself, right? 

We want to make sure that 

we're doing development 

without displacement. 

Yeah, sure, long-term resi-

dents have an opportunity 

to if they decide to stay in 

their home or if they decide 

to sell.  It’s their right. They 

should have the option. 

They should not be forced 

out of their homes. 

 

JW: Every time I turned 

around this summer, you're 

still doing legislation. 

You're still doing resolu-

tions. I mean, this is your 

break. So, let’s talk about 

the Black Doctors Row? 

 

KJ: We wanted to make 

sure that African American 

cultural history in that 

neighborhood remains well 

and alive for generations to 

come. And what I mean by 

that is, there are houses that 

were being demolished. 

Along Christian Street, 

which is known as Black 

Doctors Row. But also, we 

have some lawyers that live 

along that corridor. We also 

have the 16th Street First 

African American Baptist 

Church. We wanted to 

make sure that we maintain 

the cultural fabric of that 

community so we did a 

moratorium on develop-

ment. But also making sure 

we work with the Preserva-

tion Alliance to designate 

that corridor as Black Doc-

tors Row. 

 

JW: In your district you 

have the airport. Recently, 

you did a bill on fair pay 

and health care for airport 

workers. The airport is in 

your district but that legisla-

tion trickles around the city 

and state? 

KJ: Yes, absolutely. I repre-

sent the airport, the Navy 

Yard, all four sports teams, 

as well as the port. We are 

making sure that we address 

the issue of poverty, and 

making sure we're address-

ing generational wealth. 

And when you talk about 

the individual worker, at the 

International Airport, 

they’re black and brown 

people making below mini-

mum wage. So, I introduced 

legislation to make it man-

datory for the individuals at 

the airport to receive a liv-

ing wage, which is $15 an 

hour. But most importantly, 

healthcare. 

 

JW: I think your district 

with the airport, with the 

sports teams…when you 

say something it carries 

weight with our three Con-

gress people in Philadelph-

ia. I think our US Senators 

pay attention to what you're 

talking about, because so 

much of the tax revenue 

that is generated in this state 

is generated right in your 

district.  So, talk to me 

about that and your Resolu-

tion on Juneteenth? 

 

KJ: I'm working with all 

three offices regarding ad-

vocating for funding 

through the infrastructure 

bill, flood mitigation in the 

eastern part of my district. 

So yes, there is an inter-

governmental approach that 

we must take.  And so, 

when it came to Juneteenth, 

obviously, I've always 

known about Juneteenth. 

One, it should be a federal 

holiday. That's number one. 

So doing the resolution was 

an easy sell for me because 

it’s just the right thing to 

do. I also did a resolution to 

make sure Juneteenth stays 

a holiday here in the City of 

Philadelphia because it was 

introduced by the admin-

istration, and then somehow 

it was taken off the calen-

dar. And I led efforts in 

City Council to make sure it 

was placed back on the cal-

endar. Because at the end of 

the day, it should be a holi-

day not only here on the 

state level, but also on the 

federal level as well. But 

again, I know that all poli-

tics are local. We also want 

our congressional represent-

atives to know. Not only 

Toomey and Casey but also 

Brendan Boyle and Mary 

Kay Scanlon. They all got a 

letter from our office re-

garding the resolution. 

We're focusing on 

Juneteenth being a federal 

holiday, because ultimately, 

our culture should be re-

spected as a part of Ameri-

can history as well. 

 

JW: Let’s talk about gun 

violence. You started out 

with Peace Not Guns. You 

have been involved in gun 

violence prevention since 

1998. You got $155 million 

into the city budget for gun 

violence prevention. Talk to 

me about that.  

 

KJ: First and foremost, the 

issue is very near and dear 

to my heart after losing a 

dozen friends. The sense-

less gun violence, for me, is 

the number one issue we 

have to address here in the 

City of Philadelphia in or-

der for us to be a safe city, 

for our neighborhoods to be 

a safe city, for our seniors. 

But most importantly, a safe 

city for our youth. And so 

the creation of the special 

committee on gun violence 

was a recommendation that 

I put forth to the Council 

President. From that com-

mittee, I've worked to pro-

vide funding for the Office 

of Violence Prevention. The 

targeted grants that we are 

providing to community 

groups started from an ef-

fort from some grassroots 

organizations led by Bilal 

Qayyum, coming to City 

Council and speaking to 

myself and Council Presi-

dent about the important 

need to fund boots on the 

ground organizations. And 

so that funding went from a 

maximum of $20,000 to 

local groups to recently us 

advocating for the $20 mil-

lion that will go out to 

groups. But overall restruc-

turing our budget, advocat-

ing for $100 million and 

getting $155 million. Be-

cause the gun violence that 

we're seeing is from years 

and years of disinvestment 

in a variety of different are-

as, $155 million out of a $5 

billion budget is a step in 

the right direction.  

JW: Let’s talk about your 

Ghost Gun Legislation? 

KJ: Regarding ghost guns, I 

started out maybe two years 

ago. And I found out about 

it. That is 3D printing. You 

create a gun with 3D print-

ing. Here's how individuals 

are going about making 

these guns with 3D printers, 

called ghost guns. I began 

to investigate it. Josh 

Shapiro was going to law-

suit early on and ask my 

office, can we hold off just 

for a second. And as time 

went along, we decided to 

move forward because they 

started moving forward 

with their actual lawsuit. 

We set that tone early on. 

And then we see President 

Biden looking at the issue 

of ghost guns. 

 

JW: Any last words that 

you have for our readers 

regarding gun violence? 

 

KJ: We are doing the fund-

ing to support community-

based organizations. We 

created the office to fight 

for the mothers and fathers 

who have been impacted by 

gun violence. We're ad-

dressing the trauma, from a 

healthcare standpoint and a 

public health standpoint. 

But we also got to look at 

social media and the role 

that it plays with fueling the 

gun violence. Just about any 

homicide that has happened 

in the city, over the past 

week or two, or over the 

last year has been posted on 

social media. I've seen it 

through the work that I've 

been doing. These videos 

posted with one person dis-

respecting another young 

person. And because of that 

video there is a homicide. 

And so, we got to address 

that culture. And when I 

started “Peace Not Guns”, it 

was about anger manage-

ment, conflict resolution, 

anti-street culture, and edu-

cation. We glorify the 

streets. I come from the 

streets and so I know what 

it's like for us to glorify 

something that’s bad, like 

street life. We’ve got to 

break down that culture. 

 

By James Williams 

Editor-in-Chief 
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By Shelly Shell 

Contributor  

 

DJ Gary O is more than a 

DJ. He's an Event Promoter, 

Successful Business Owner, 

and Creator of legendary 

events. I've known DJ Gary 

O for over 15 years but did 

not realize the magnitude of 

his success.     

 

Gotham Night Club was the 

biggest club in Philadelphia, 

bringing in 4000 a night. 

Gary O was responsible for 

building, staffing, and grow-

ing Gotham Night Club. 

Every celebrity you can 

think of was at Gotham. No 

other Philly club has had the 

success of Gotham, and 

Gary O was the one that 

made it happen!   

 

DJ Gary O began his career 

over 43 Years, and he is one 

of the busiest and booked 

entertainment and DJ Ser-

vices. He's booked every 

weekend until the end of the 

year. He is creating his lane 

with exclusive events at 

some of the biggest venues 

with sold-out crowds. With 

his long history, this is just 

a snippet of the many stories 

of DJ Gary O.   

 

Shelly Shell: What were 

your favorite spots growing 

up in Mt. Airy? Did you 

always want to be a DJ?  

 

DJ Gary O: As a teenager, 

one of my favorite spots 

was Calico Kitchen. Calico 

Kitchen was a teen spot 

where I used to see Cool B. 

He was the DJ, and Derrel 

Jones was the host from the 

group Galaxy 5. Watching 

them is what made me want 

to be a DJ. I used to watch 

them do their thing. 

 

Shelly Shell: Did you have 

an Mt. Airy neighborhood 

hero that gave you advice?  

 

DJ Gary O: As a teen, I 

looked up to Captain Boo-

gie; he is from Mt. Airy, he 

is the sound guy, and I got 

my sound from him. I 

watched Astro Boy and 

Captain Boogie doing the 

parties together. Out of 

Sight Productions, Al was 

never a DJ; he did the sound 

for venues all over.   

 

Shelly Shell: Are you still 

friends with your childhood 

friends from Uptown?  

 

DJ Gary O: I grew up with 

Derrel Jones; he and I went 

to Bishop McDevitt High 

School.  I started DJ'ing at 

the school's gym with Gal-

axy 5; Derrel Jones was a 

member of Galaxy 5. Cos-

mic Kev is from Uptown, 

and he is my blood cousin, 

Parry P; we had a group 

called Grandmasters of 

Funk. Another part of our 

Uptown Crew was Grand 

Tone; he was the MC for 

Grandmasters of Funk and 

the father of my Goddaugh-

ter, Diamond Kuts.    

 

Shelly Shell: I've seen you a 

lot with DJ Jazzy Jeff; when 

did you meet Jeff and Will?  

 

Gary O: Before they be-

came DJ Jazzy Jeff and 

Fresh Prince, I let them per-

form at some of the spots 

when I was DJing. I was 

doing all the college parties 

at Temple, UPenn, and I 

would put them on; they 

started getting big after that. 

Proud of this history, be-

cause we are still tight, re-

main a good relationship. 

Jazzy Jeff, and still hang 

out. I went on the road with 

Jazzy Jeff and Will for the 

All-Star Game back in the 

day. I DJ'd Jazzy Jeff's wed-

ding, he could've chosen 

any DJ, but I was the DJ.   

 

Shelly Shell: Let's go back 

to your radio days; what 

was the process for getting 

on the radio?  

 

DJ Gary O: I was DJ'ing at 

all the clubs throughout 

Philly and all over. From 93 

to 2004, I was a radio DJ for 

Power 99fm; DJ Ran was 

integral to getting me on the 

radio. I've always known 

that I was more significant 

than radio and created my 

own lane. Radio was great 

for building my platform, 

but I'm an event DJ in all of 

the clubs and events. Ebony 

Network Parties, Ski Tours, 

Brave New World. 

   

Shelly Shell: What DJ influ-

enced you the most?  

DJ Gary O: Lawrence La-

von, a legend on WDAS, 

was my mentor.  

He was the king of playing 

music; when it comes to 

mixing, he mentored him. I 

created my own lane to be 

known as a party DJ; I'm a 

blender, not a scratcher. At 

a party they don't want you 

to scratch, a party is a par-

ty.  

 

Shelly Shell: What were 

some of the best moments?  

 

DJ Gary O: I've been con-

sistently throwing my af-

fairs, working in clubs for 

over 43 years. I was one of 

the first to DJ's at the Plat-

eau. I had a motor home out 

there with the only black 

and white speakers. With 

Sister Sledge performing. I 

did the Greek Picnic and all 

the main spots back in the 

'80s. There was a club 

called the Library back in 

the '80s; it was an actual 

library turned into a club. 

My audience continues to 

follow me through the 

years, and now I'm known 

for my Grown & Sexy Pant-

ies. Everyone feels safe and 

knows that they will have a 

good time.  

 

Shelly Shell: The events 

you create & promote are 

always super packed; what 

is your formula for event 

success?  

 

Gary O: I believe in my 

team, and I believe in shar-

ing the events. I've always 

worked with Patty Jackson, 

Lady B, Touchtone, Corey 

DST, and DJ Long John at 

Temptations, North by 

Northwest, and other ven-

ues. I used to buy radio time 

for promotion on the air 

with Patty Jackson and La-

dy B. I could walk into both 

stations and get on the air. 

Now my strategy is the in-

ternet. The internet is big-

ger, no more flyers; I use 

Facebook, IG. On Face-

book, you can dial back. 

People can look on the page 

and see it.   

 

Shelly Shell: What are some 

of the projects you're work-

ing on right now?  

 

DJ Gary O: Grown & Sexy 

Events, weddings, and pri-

vate events. I'm the DJ for 

Bill Ingram and Platinum 

Productions, the most prom-

inent promoters on the East 

Coast, known for the Atlan-

tic City events, All-Stars of 

Hip Hop. I'm part of that 

team; I set up the stages and 

DJ rigs.  

I'm involved in major meet-



ings because of the shows. 

I'm not just a DJ; I set up 

the sound for the after-party, 

set up the stages. I'm the 

resident DJ at the Dell Mu-

sic Center for over seven 

years.     

 

Shelly Shell: We've lost a 

few of our Hip Hop Leg-

ends; I watch you do FB 

Live's celebrating their mu-

sical legacies. Who were 

you most connected to?   

DJ Gary O: Biz Markie was 

one of my true friends; we 

talked once a week, went to 

Eagles games. I meet him at 

Gotham in 94. We were 

tight like brothers; his death 

hurt my heart bad. We were 

on the phone right before he 

got sick; we would talk all 

the time. He's the realist 

guy.   

 

Shelly Shell: You've met a 

lot of legends in your ca-

reer, who haven't you met 

but would like to?  

 

DJ Gary O: I haven't met 

Jay Z, Beyonce' never got a 

picture with Biggie or 2 

Pac. I've worked with Big-

gie; he came to Gotham but 

never got a picture with 

him. The night Biggie was 

there were over 7000 peo-

ple, so overcrowded. I met 

Prince; I went to Prince's 

house with Will and Jeff. 

The Party was at two 

o'clock in the morning for 

the NBA All-Star Game. I 

wanted to meet Michael 

Jackson but never had a 

chance. 

 

Shelly Shell: What are some 

things you did to survive the 

pandemic?  

 

DJ Gary O: I lost money 

during covid but going Live 

got me a bigger audience; I 

got a whole new pack of 

people that never seen me 

play. Facebook Live created 

brand new supporters. I was 

able to sell over 900 shirts. 

Chase designed the Shirt. I 

sold shirts all over the 

world, Australia, West Afri-

ca, Brazil, Amsterdam, and 

London. The Live mix made 

me bigger worldwide. Even-

tually, Facebook started 

shutting the music down, 

but I still get on when I can.  

I also did four weddings 

during covid, masked up, 

socially distant, and 

sprayed. Once the quaran-

tine was over, we came out, 

and we came out hard, with 

big numbers.  

The Dell is always sold 

out!  

DJ Gary O is the DJ Red 

Alert of Philly. A true OG 

with a career that's still 

alive. He's happy that he 

survived covid and came 

out happy and keeping his 

brand out there. DJ Gary O 

is still one of the biggest 

DJs in Philly, and he's not 

stopping. Connect with DJ 

Gary O on Instagram 

@DJGaryO215 



.By Alana Lukens 
Chief Correspondent 
 
 
Here’s an interesting tidbit 
of information. Did you 
know that Pennsylvania just 
happens to lead the nation in 
farmland preservation? 
 
From the beginning of his 
term in 2015, Governor 
Tom Wolf has thwarted any 
type of development plans 
by commercial, residential, 
or industrial factions on po-
tential sustainable farm-
lands. To date, the program 
has preserved over 600,000 
acres!  Wolf, along with lo-
cal county preservation pro-
grams combined efforts has 
been successful in saving 
100,000 acres. 
 
Governor Wolf has dedicat-
ed over $253 million to the 
preservation programs. That 
teeters on an astonishing 
132 percent increase over 
his predecessor’s efforts. 
 
The newly preserved farm-
land is in the following 
counties: Berks, Butler, 
Centre, Chester, Cumber-
land, Dauphin, Erie, Lan-
caster, Lehigh, Mercer, 

Montgomery, Northampton, 
Schuylkill, and York. 
 
“Pennsylvania’s farmland 
preservation program is of 
utmost importance – agri-
cultural development and 
farmland preservation are 
inextricably tied to food se-
curity and nutrition and the 
population of Pennsylvania, 
and the world are only in-
creasing,” said Governor 
Wolf. “My investments in 
preserving Pennsylvania 
farmland for perpetuity are 
critical to increasing the 
quantity and diversity of 
food, driving economic 
transformation, and ensur-
ing that land is always avail-
able for Pennsylvania’s 
$132.5 billion agriculture 
industry.” 
 
Agriculture Secretary Rus-
sell Redding was accompa-
nied by Senator Judy 
Schwank, Senate Agricul-
ture & Rural Affairs chair 
and other industry leaders 
were on hand for a celebra-
tion to mark the acquisition 
of the 600,000 acres in 
Berks County.  
 
Pennsylvania’s preservation 
programs campaign a strong 

focus on the future of agri-
culture and continued lon-
gevity. Aiming to educate 
and promote food security 
and the future of farming 
and have helped invest over 
$7.5 million to their cause. 
 
The programs and invest-
ments have helped set a 
precedence for the preserva-
tion of farmland acreage 
and hope to continue to be a 
positive influence on the 
future of agriculture. 
 
 Gov. Wolf, as well as Sen-
ate chairs and other contrib-
utors who support the pro-
gram's efforts, have put 
forth a valiant effort and 
plan on continuing too so. 
They have pioneered prece-
dence not only for the future 
of Pennsylvania but quite 
possibly the nation.  
 
In addition to the hundreds 
of thousands of preserved 
acreages, another 2,515 
acres in over 14 counties on 
29 farms have been secured. 
 
“In just 34 years, Pennsyl-
vania has preserved more 
than 600,000 acres of the 
most productive, non-
irrigated farmland in the 

United States,” said Red-
ding. “As climate change 
and our growing population 
place increased demand on 
land use, this program be-
comes even more critical to 
the resilience of agriculture. 
The acreage preserved over 
the past 34 years, and what 
we look forward to preserv-
ing tomorrow, is an invest-
ment in the future needs of 
Pennsylvania, the nation, 
and the world.” 
 
The 29 most recently added 
farms are said to include a 
vineyard as well as multiple 
crop and livestock opera-
tions. 
 
“Not every state is fortunate 
enough to have an agricul-
ture industry as we have in 
Pennsylvania,” said Senator 
Schwank. “It’s a major eco-
nomic driver and serves as 
the green infrastructure that 
sustains the Commonwealth 
environmentally. Preserving 
farmland ensures we can 
grow our own crops and re-
ly less on imports and prod-
ucts. Buying locally grown 
food keeps money in local 
economies, creates jobs, and 
provides economic stability 
to farmers. The continued 

growth of the Farmland 
Preservation Program is 
very encouraging, and I be-
lieve will help Pennsylvania 
maintain its robust agricul-
ture industry well into the 
future.”  
 
Since the program began in 
1988, federal, state, county, 
and local governments have 
purchased permanent ease-
ments on 5,928 Pennsylva-
nia farms totaling 601,647 
acres. 
 
A research study taken by 
the University of Pennsylva-
nia in 2019 purported farm-
land in PA has a potential 
economic impact of up to 
$2.9 billion annually with 
an addition of up to $2 bil-
lion in estimated environ-
mental benefits. 
 
To learn more about Penn-
sylvania’s Farmland Preser-
vation Program, and invest-
ments in a secure future for 
Pennsylvania agriculture, 
visit agriculture.pa.gov. 
 
Governor Wolf established 
Pennsylvania’s first-ever 
PA Farm Bill in 2019 to 
support business planning, 
marketing, diversification, 
and transition planning for 
Pennsylvania farmers and 
includes a realty tax exemp-
tion for the transfer of pre-
served acreage to qualified 
novice farmers 
 
To learn more about the 
Pennsylvania Farm Bill, vis-
it agriculture.pa.gov/
pafarmbill. 





Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $7.00 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $8.00 

BBQ Pork Rib   $11.25  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs Platter-  $15.00 (1/2 ) 

    $26.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs Platter-  $17.50 (1/2) 

    $28.50 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken Platter-  $8.00 (1/2) 

    $16.00 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken Platter-  $8.00 (1/2) 

    $16.00 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken Platter-  $8.00 (1/2) 

    $16.00 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $1.35 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $15.00 

Pulled Pork-    $13.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $16.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $13.50 

Jerk Chicken-   $13.50 

Fried Chicken-   $13.50 

Chicken Wings-   $11.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs     

& Chicken-   $19.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs  

& Chicken-   $21.50 

Turkey Wing-     $11.25  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $21.00 (12) 

    $10.50 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-  $9.50 

(Whiting, Catfish, Swai) 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $13.50 

Catfish   $14.50 

Swai    $14.50 

Grilled Salmon  $15.50 

 

Shrimp Platter-   $24.00 (12) 

    $15.50 (6) 

Fish and  

Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $25.00 

Catfish/Swai   $26.00 

6 Crab Balls   $10.00 

 w/Fries  $12.00 

Crab Cake Platter (2 Cakes) $21.00 

 

 

 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $3.50 

Peach Cobbler-   $3.25 

Assorted Cakes-   $3.25 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $3.5 

Cabbage- $3.5 

Collard Greens- $3.5 

Candied Yams- $3.5 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75 

String Beans- $3.5 

Baked Beans- $3.5 

Coleslaw- $3 

Mac & Tuna- $3.5 

Seafood Salad- $3.5 

Corn on the Cob- $2 

French Fries- $2 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2 

Extra Corn Muffin- $0.75 

 

 







 
By Alana Lukens 
Chief Correspondent 
 
 No one’s plight during this 
pandemic is better than or 
less than the other’s but 
there were a few professions 
that got taken out at the 
knees. Unfortunately, more 
than some business owners 
suffered career-ending inju-
ries. 
 
The restaurant and hospital-
ity took most of the focus 
news-wise, and rightfully 
so. I have moonlighted as a 
bartender for over 20 years 
and those tips saved me 
many of times. 
 
On behalf of the previous 
efforts of the administration 
and general assembly to 
provide emergency relief to 
small businesses, the grants 
are to include $145 million 
for the hospitality industry 
as well as $50 million in 
hazard pay for front-line, 
essential doesn’t even begin 
to adequately describe the 
workers who selflessly put 
themselves in direct line of 
fire, to provide the care to 
those who have been afflict-
ed personally by this pan-
demic. 
 
A humongous heartfelt 
thank you to all of you. 
 
But honestly, though, mad 
props are deserved to the 
real MVPs, the beauty in-
dustry.  
 
A round of drinks on me to 
every single one of your 
hair Houdini’s for how 
you’ve navigated this con-
voluted coronavirus. 
 
Well, here’s a hallelujah to 
you because some prayers 
are being answered. 

 
As of last month, relief is on 
the way.  Pennsylvania 
Governor Tom Wolf held a 
press conference stating that 
$20 million in funding is 
available to help the image 
and hair care industry re-
cover from the pandemic all 
thanks to President Biden’s 
American Rescue Plan. 
 
Department of Community 
and Economic Development 
(DCED) Executive Deputy 
Secretary Neil Weaver 
along with House Demo-
cratic Leader Joanna 
McClinton and Senate 
Democratic Appropriations 
Chairman Vincent Hughes 
joined Governor Wolf as he 
made the announcement.  
 
“The pandemic created tre-
mendous challenges for the 
hair care industry and the 
thousands of workers who 
provide in-person services 
to customers,” said Gov. 
Wolf. “This pandemic relief 
funding will provide direct 
support to these businesses, 
which are important to local 
economies and provide vital 
jobs in many communities. I 
applaud Leader McClinton, 
Chairman Hughes and all of 
the legislators for their com-
mitment to our pandemic 
recovery and support of 

working families.” 
 
It was stated that Pennsylva-
nia small businesses would 
be eligible to $225 million 
in pandemic relief funds.  
 
It’s stated that 1,200 local, 
community-based small 
businesses would be eligi-
ble. 
 
“Since the start of the pan-
demic, we have invested 
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in pandemic support to 
thousands of people with 
tangible, meaningful ef-
fects, but we knew more 
support was still critically 
needed,” said Executive 
Deputy Secretary Weaver. 
“We thank our small busi-
ness owners who stayed 
strong and got creative 
during the pandemic, and 
we thank the customers 
who continued to show 
their support even during 
the most trying of times. 
 
Sen. Hughes added, “As 
the pandemic spread last 
year, these small business-
es did what we asked 
them to do and were 
among the hardest hit. 
Unlike restaurants and 
other businesses, there 
were no regulatory worka-
rounds or socially dis-

tanced options.  You can’t 
give a drive-through haircut.  
For some, this will mean 
survival.” 
 
The hair industry alone is a 
$9 Billion a year industry. 
 According to Profes-
sional Beauty Association, 
between 2018-2019 nearly 
1.2 million businesses 
brought in more than $62 
billion in revenue. That’s 
with a “B”, people. 
 
I’m sure most of you have 
seen Chris Rock’s docu-

mentary “Good Hair.”  If 
you haven’t seen it, One, 
what’s wrong with you? 
Two, I highly suggest you 
get out from under that rock 
and take a gander. It will 
give you an eye-opening 
glimpse into the very com-
petitive, highly lucrative 
money machine  



By R.S.Broker 
Contributor 
 

Good day , Uptown Stand-

ard. Good day. The housing 

market is on fire. If you 

been a homeowner since 

2019, then you probably 

have 20% equity in it al-

ready. That’s how the mar-

kets been since the housing 

crash starting in 2008-2009. 

If you did any investing. I 

mean anything, you came 

up. Even cars, are worth 

more now due to the chip 

shortage. You can make this 

up.  

 

I noticed something while in 

Atlantic City, N.J. It looks 

like North Philly back in 

2000 when you could buy a 

dilapidated house for a dol-

lar. Walking down Pacific 

Avenue (it’s the broad 

Street of A.C.), you see a lot 

of abandon buildings and 

vacant lots, especially on 

the north side of the city- 

which sounds exactly like 

North Philly if you’re old 

enough to remember. The 

city however, is starting to 

make some noise. When 

you drive through the city, 

you will see a few cranes 

and new structures being 

built. Also, If you bought a 

property in A.C. in 2020, 

you gained approximately 

35% equity in one year. 

That’s a return on equity 

you cant help but to like.  

The problem with A.C. is 

that the neighboring states 

of New York (NY), Penn-

sylvania (PA), Maryland 

(MD) and Delaware (DE) 

have legalized gambling. 

PA is second only to Neva-

da in annual gaming reve-

nue. And Philadelphia, 

which is about 50 miles 

from A.C., has 3 casinos. 

Although, A.C. does have a 

boardwalk (the game Mo-

nopoly is based off A.C.’s 

road map), its only open for 

about 5-7 months if fortu-

nate due to the cooler cli-

mate location on the East 

Coast 

 

Lastly, the mayor Marty 

Smalls seems to be making 

big moves in A.C.  and I 

like where its heading. He 

vowed to make more prop-

erty tax cuts. There is also a 

new African American mu-

seum being built and reno-

vation project of Caesars 

Casino Atlantic City. If you 

in Philly and thinking about 

investing in some ocean/

shore property, Atlantic 

City may be the investment 

to take a chance and roll the 

dice.  

 

If you want to invest, please 

talk to your local bank or a 

financial advisor. Whether 

your 20 or 60, a new trans-

fer of wealth is upon the 

horizon. This isn’t just the 

USA going through a 

change. The whole world 

is... It won’t be easy, but 

you never know until to try. 

Oh, and don’t forget to fol-

low me on IG or YouTube 

at @TheGetMoneyShow. 

Believe in yourself, believe 

in your dreams, and always 

remember money a’int just 

green.  We are not financial 

advisors or giving out finan-

cial recommendations. Link 

to invest in cryptocurrency  

coinbase.com/join/

saunde_qw3?src=android-

link 



MARKETS 
 
Chew's Market  
6709 Chew Ave 
 
Mt Airy Deli  
7200 Devon St 
 
Rodriguez Mini Mart  
6731 Ogontz Ave 
 
Stop One  
Food Market & Deli 
6510 N 21st St. 
 
Heems 1 Stop Shop  
200 W. Clapier St 
 
Town Supermarket  
5031 Germantown Ave 
 
M&F Supermarket  
1431 E. Vernon Rd 
 
Sam Meats  
1524 Wadsworth Ave 
 
Pat's Caribbean  
1527 Wadsworth Ave 
 
Day & Night Food Market 
7722 Ogontz Ave 
 
Crab & Claw  
7801 Ogontz Ave 
 
Roxie Market  
8315 Stenton Ave 
 
Famous Deli  
7522 Ogontz Ave 
 
Young’s Deli  
7401 Stenton Ave 
 

Stenton Supermarket  
6400 Stenton Ave 
 
Royal Meats  
1619 Wadsworth Ave 
 
Pete's Deli  
8016 Ogontz Ave 
 
Riley Deli  
7701 Ogontz Ave 
 
NRC Mini Market 
1532 67th Ave 
 
Convenience Store Inc. 
1951 74th Ave 
 
Serrata’s Grocery Store 
7453 Walnut ln 
 
TNT Food Market 
1847 72nd Ave 
 
Upsal Variety 
7700 Rugby St,  
 
RESTUARANTS 
 
Bizini's Seafood & Steaks 
1800 Lindley Ave 
 
Victoria’s Kitchen  
7304 Ogontz Ave 
 
Vernie's Soul Food  
1800 Eleanor St 
 
Green Garden Chinese  
1556 Wadsworth Ave 
 
Uptown Seafood  
6255 Limeklin Pk 
 
 

Tasties  
5241 Germantown Ave 
 
Mr Hook  
Fish & Chicken Halal 
5625 Germantown Ave 
 
Silver Star Kitchen  
1453 Vernon Rd 
 
Jeisy's Grilled Chicken 
5701 Germantown Ave 
 
Paradise  
Jamaican Restaurant 
1530 E. Wadsworth Ave. 
 
AGAPE Christian Café 
1605 E. Wadsworth Ave 
 
O Sunny Side Breakfast 
7706 Ogontz Ave 
 
Food From The Heart 
8010 Ogontz Ave 
 
BBQ Town  
7711 Ogontz Ave 
 
Philly’s Platinum Grille 
7719 Crittenden St 
 
Sister Muhammad’s 
4441 Ger5m antown Ave 
 
Eatibles Delight 
1540 E. Wadsworth Ave 
  
Lincoln Chicken & Burger  
801 E Chelten Ave  
 
Veelicious Eatery 
5147 Germantown Ave 
 
 

SERVICE 
 
Nutrition & Herb Center 
5601 N. 10th St 
 
Cleaners & Laundry 
7222 Ogontz Ave 
 
D&Y Laundry Mat 
6825 Ogontz Ave 
 
Laundry Depot  
2548 W. Cheltenham Ave 
 
Z Laundry 
8001 Ogontz Ave 
 
H2O Laundry  
8207 Stenton Ave 
 
Nickens Agency 
1550 Wadsworth Ave 
 
Ponzettas Tof  
4928 N. Broad St 
 
Olney Transit Center 
 
SALONS 
 
Michael's Unisex Salon 
8008 Ogontz Ave 
 
Allure Hair Designs Inc 
8006 Ogontz Ave 
 
Wright’s Barbershop 
1901 72nd Ave 
 
SUNOCO 
 
440 W. Cheltenham Ave. 
1700 W. Cheltenham Ave. 
7434 Ogontz Ave. 
6240 Germantown Ave. 

2300 W. Cheltenham Ave. 
8261 Stenton Ave. 
100 W Queen Ln. 
7900 Ogontz Ave. 
5810 N Broad St. 
5000 Ogontz Ave. 
5901 Wissahickon Ave. 
 
OAK STREET HEALTH 
 
220 W Chelten Ave 
1200 W Godfrey Ave #31 
 2401 W Cheltenham Ave 
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Rep. Darisha Parker repre-
sents the 198th Legislative 
District in Philadelphia. 
 
It’s that time of year when 
we are getting ready to send 
our kids back into the class-
room. COVID-19 changed 
the way that looked last year 
and possibly will again this 
year, but nevertheless, 
school will begin. 
  
There is always a mix of 
emotions for students head-
ing back to school -- excite-
ment, anxiety, anticipation – 
and a lot of preparation get-
ting backpacks stocked, pa-
perwork completed, bus 
routes planned. 
  
So many variables and what 
ifs are swirling around this 
year, but while COVID may 
change what Day 1 looks 
like for lots of kids, some 
issues remain the same. 
Many school buildings are 
toxic and many districts 
lack funding for appropriate 
materials and resources. 

  
That means students will be 
returning to classrooms that, 
depending on the district, 
may pose many health haz-
ards, including lead in the 
drinking water, asbestos in 
cracked floor tiles, mold 
outbreaks in classrooms, 
broken boilers in the winter 
and no air conditioning in 
the warmer 
months. Pennsylvania has 
some of the oldest school 
buildings in the nation. 
Most were constructed be-
tween 1950 and 1959, with 
more than 200 buildings 
built prior to 1950. 
  
Many of the schools sit in 
districts that are underfund-
ed and are not equipped 
with the latest technology or 
most recent resources, and 
often lack basic items like 
new chairs and desks, and 
gym equipment. 
  
This year, House Democrats 
pushed for more funding for 
these districts. And while 

we were able to secure a 
$300 million increase in 
school funding, our Repub-
lican counterparts decided 
the bulk of the $10 billion -- 
$7 billion in American Re-
covery Plan money from the 
federal government and $3 
billion from our state’s rev-
enue surplus -- would be 
best set aside for a rainy 
day. The problem is, it has 
been “raining” in some of 
our school districts for years 
and the time is now to make 
the necessary changes so 
our children are in buildings 
that not only provide a qual-
ity education, but also do 
not make them sick. The 
extra influx of money would 
have made a significant dif-
ference in what education 
looks like in Pennsylvania. 
It would have leveled the 
playing field for all our stu-
dents, regardless of where 
they live. A child’s ZIP 
code shouldn’t determine 
the quality of their K-12 ed-
ucation. 
  

We would have liked to see 
at least $1.3 billion – only 
half of our state revenue $3 
billion surplus – be a viable 
investment in education 
through a fair funding for-
mula. The sad truth is that 
the school districts with the 
highest shares of students of 
color are hurt the most by 
the state’s unfair and inade-
quate education funding 
system. 
  
Teachers could have been 
paid through substantial in-
vestment that, at this time, 
would have been possible. 
Teachers deserve fair pay, 
adequate classroom re-
sources and to teach in a 
healthy environment, not a 
toxic school. 
  
Struggling communities 
could build around a 
strengthened public school. 
More state funding helps 
overburdened local taxpay-
ers. Economic development 
and revitalization is stymied 
in many Pennsylvania 

school districts by dispro-
portionately high and crip-
pling property taxes that 
still cannot provide an edu-
cation comparable to other 
districts. 
It is sad that we finally have 
the funding to address gross 
inequities that have persist-
ed for decades and use pan-
demic recovery dollars as 
intended. But the majority 
party legislature failed to 
deliver it. 
  
Our school buildings were 
hazardous long before the 
pandemic hit and our school 
funding has been woefully 
lacking for years. Our kids 
deserve a safe place to 
learn, with appropriate re-
sources and materials and in 
buildings eradicated of lead 
paint, lead pipes and poison-
ous mold, all without raising 
taxes. 
  
 

NAVY VET. RANDY BREELAND  
STARTED PHILLY-4-LIFE INC. PHILLY-4-LIFE ENTERTAINMENT 3YEARS AGO, AND SINCE HIS BRAND HAS 
GROWN DRASTICALLY.  HIS GOAL IS TO END V ETERANS HOMELESSNESS. MAKE SURE YOU SUPPORTS HIS 
CONCERTS AT MILO’S (7165 GERMANTOWN AVE), SOME OF THE PROCEEDS GOES TOWARDS THE  FIGHT TO 
END VETERANS  HOMELESSNESS.   
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONACT RANDY AT:  267-307-9259 







GOLDEN FRIED CHICKEN WINGS (4) $17.00 

BAKED CHICKEN MARINATED IN GOLDEN ITALIAN DRESSING, AND A HEART GRAVY 17.00 
TURKEY WINGS, TENDER, SUCCULENT, WITH A NATURAL AU JU GRAVY $17.00 

CHICKEN PARMIGIANA, SERVED WITH A RICH MARINARA GRAVY, AND FRESH MOZZARELLA $17.00 
 

BBQ SPARE RIBS- COOKED ON THE GRILL, AND LIGHTLY DRIZZLED W/ BBQ SAUCE- TENDER,AND TASTY 

BBQ BEEF RIBS- SAME, TENDER, TASTY, AND SMOKY $20.00 
 

BLACKENED OR FRIED CATFISH, OR SWAI FILET- 17.00 

GRILLED SALMON- MOIST AND JUICY TOPPED WITH A HONEY TERIYAKI GLAZE $20.00 
CRAB CAKE SPECIAL COMES WITH HAND CUT FRIES AND COLESLAW $22.50 

MARYLAND STYLE CRAB CAKES ALL LUMP, NO FILLER $25.00 
LOLLIPOP LAMB CHOPS, ROSEMARY AND GARLIC, AU JU, MOUTH WATERING $25.00 

 
$15.00 SALAD SPECIALS 

SALMON, CRAB, OR GRILLED CHICKEN, ON TOP OF CAESAR OR GARDEN SALAD, COMES WITH DRESSING,  

DINNER ROLL, AND POTATO CHIPS 
COLLARD GREENS W/ SMOKED TURKEY, STIR FRY VEGETABLES, STRING BEANS, GLAZED CARROTS,  

GRILLED ASPARAGUS, CABBAGE, COLE SLAW. CANDIED YAMS, 4 CHEESE BAKED MAC, RICE PILAF, FRENCH 

FRIES, HOT PASTA W/ CREME SAUCE, PARSLEY GARLIC POTATOES, POTATO SALAD 
ALL MEALS COME WITH 2 SIDES AND A DINNER ROLL 


