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PENNSYLVANIA
BARBER SCHOOL

& ! Mr. Ronald Murray

| Owner/Teacher
' 215-251-0524
’ P \ pabarberunion.com

COURSES AVAILABLE

-BARBER PROGRAM
$7,500.00
1250 hours of State board training

PENNSYLVANIA

_COSMETOLOGY - BARBER crOssover Barber School
$5500.00
( 695 hours of State board training) with Cosmetology License

PABARBERUNION.COM

-BARBER TEACHER LICENSE PROGRAM
$5500.00 must have Barber Manager license 1250 teacher training
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pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY

PROVIDER FOR PENNSYIL_VANIA

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY

NO COST- IMMEDIATE ENROLLMENT FOR

THE FOLLOWING
(CAREER LINK/ OVR)

(SNAP PROGRAM RECIPIENTS )
(PAROLE AND PROBATION) *
ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY
FOR IMMEDIATE NO COST ENROLLMENT

Pennsylvania B2y supplemental

\CareerLink & -
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Hours:

Monday: Closed

Tues to Thurs: 12pm-9pm
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.

Address
8010 Ogontz Ave,
Philadelphia, PA 19150

Phone
215-276-0657

Burgers & Sandwiches
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American

cheese.)

Beef Burger- $5.50
Bacon Burger- $6.50
Turkey Burger- $5.50
Pulled Pork $8.25
Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw  $9.25
BBQ Pork Rib $12.00
BBQ

BBQ Pork Ribs $16.50 (1/2)
$29.00 (Slab)
$19.25 (1/2)

$31.25 (Slab)

BBQ Beef Ribs

BBQ Chicken $9.25 (1/2)
$18.50 (Whole)

Jerk Chicken $9.25 (1/2)
$18.50 (Whole)

Fried Chicken $9.50 (1/2)

$18.50 (Whole)

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings)

Platters

BBQ Pork Ribs- $17.00

Pulled Pork- $15.00

BBQ Beef Ribs- $18.00

BBQ Chicken- $14.50
w/White Meat $15.50

W%fw&t

Serving Soul Food, Seafood, & BBQ.

Jerk Chicken- $14.50
w/White Meat $15.50
Fried Chicken- $14.50
w/White Meat $15.50
Chicken Wings- $13.25
BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken-$22.50
w/White Meat $23.50
BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken-$24.50
w/White Meat $25.50
Turkey Wing- $13.50
Seafood
Shrimp- $24.00 (12)
$12.00 (6)
Fresh Fish Sandwich-
Whiting $9.75
Catfish $10.25
Swai $10.25
Fresh Fish Platter-
Whiting $14.75
Catfish $15.25
Swai $15.25
Grilled Salmon $17.00
Shrimp Platter- $27.50 (12)
$17.00 (6)
Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-
Whiting $26.75
Catfish/Swai $27.25

Order online with
e D(r:)ORDwASH GRUBHUB dboer

CATERING AVAILABLE

Desserts

Apple Cobbler- $4.00
Peach Cobbler- $4.00
Assorted Cakes- $4.00
Banana Pudding $4.00

Signature Sides & Sides
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00
Cabbage- $4.00/8.00
Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00
Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00
Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50
String Beans- $4.00/8.00
Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00
Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00
Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00
Corn on the Cob- $2.50
French Fries- $2.50

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50
Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50

All vegetables cooked
with smoked turkey
products.

WE
ACCEPT

VisA D'ss.sayfk"

Prices are subject to
change without notice.
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PAYMENT TYPE:

CashApp - $SouthernFlamesbbq
Cash, Debit or Credit Card

SIDES
R T
Tempting Potato Salad $4.75
Southern Collard Greens $4.75
Smoky String Beans $4.75
Big Mama’s Baked Beans $4.75
Tasty Baked Mac & Cheese $4.75

Apple Raisin Cole Slaw $4.75

8 oz. portions
purchased separately from platter

1. 0. 1. 8.

Taste of the South

PLATTERS
o M

Chicken Platters $21.00
(1/2 of whole chicken w/(2) Sides)

Fried Fish Platters
3 pieces w/(2) sides
5 pieces w/(2) sides

Pork Rib Platters
With (2) Sides

Beef Short Rib Platters
With (2) Sides

Full Slabs

NN/
W

Wednesday - Sunday
11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM

PICK-UP OR PRE-ORDER

8221 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118

215-621-7919

DESSERTS

R Ty

Dessert of the Month $5.00

(ask about our seasonal flavor!!)




POLITICS

street cleaning, and public

to keep the tax. Companies

CITY COUNEIL MEMBERS CALL FOR WEALTH TAX IN PHILADELPRIA

By Alan Yu, WHYY
Photo by PHLCouncil.com

Philadelphia City Coun-
cilmembers Kendra Brooks
and Jamie Gauthier joined
Massachusetts Senator Eliz-
abeth Warren, and local un-
ion leaders today in calling
for a wealth tax on Philadel-
phia residents who hold
stocks and bonds.

The bill would revive an old
statewide Personal Property
Tax at a rate of 0.4%. Under
the tax, someone holding
$1,000 worth of stock
would pay $4, for example.

The tax would apply to all
Philadelphia residents, but
the idea is that it would
mostly affect the wealthiest,
who are much more likely
to directly own stocks or
bonds. The tax would not
affect retirement accounts,
pensions, or bank checking
or savings accounts. Federal
Reserve data from 2021
shows that the wealthiest
10% of Americans hold al-
most 90% of the stock on
the market.

The wealth tax would make

most in need, said Brooks,
who lives in Nicetown.
“The long shadow of trickle
-down economics haunts my
community to this day,” she
said. “You can see it in

the widening racial wealth
gap, you can see it in the
way billionaires have in-
creased their wealth over
the pandemic, while my
neighbors are on the brink
of eviction.”

The City Council members
point out the city budget has
fallen by $220 million from

the richest residents pay tax- 2020 to 2021, leading to

es to fund services for those

cuts in homeless services,

libraries. They estimate that
the hundreds of millions of
dollars from the tax would
be able to fund at least
homeless services, libraries,
and the parks department,
based on the city’s 2021
budget.

Councilmember Jamie
Gauthier said she sees the
impact of losing these ser-
vices everyday in west and
southwest Philadelphia,
which she represents.

“Fixing these issues requires
resources and that’s exactly
what the wealth tax will
bring to our communities
that are most in need,” she
said. “I want to be very
clear that this is not charity
— it’s what Philadelphians
and Black and Brown Phila-
delphians in particular are
owed.”

As Billy Penn’s Jordan
Levy explained, the Person-
al Property Tax in Pennsyl-
vania goes back to 1913,
from an even older policy
that taxed “intangible and
tangible personal property.”
Legislators changed the law
so individual counties could
decide whether or not to en-
force it; Philadelphia chose

challenged the tax in the
1990s, leading to a U.S. Su-
preme Court decision that a
policy in North Carolina
was unconstitutional be-
cause it exempted business-
es based in-state and run by
state residents. Pennsylvania
had a similar exemption; a
judge ruled the exemption
illegal but not the tax, and
Philadelphia and most coun-
ties just chose not to enforce
it.

Brooks had called for bring-
ing back the tax in 2020, but
that never got a hearing.
Brooks said there is a broad-
er base of support for the
bill this time, including
from two local municipal
employee unions, whose
leaders were at the press
conference, as well as Mas-
sachusetts Senator Elizabeth
Warren.

Warren said she is working
on similar legislation at the
federal level, and said that
President Biden’s proposed
minimum tax on billion-
aires is a good sign. The
wealth tax supporters also
point to similar efforts

in California and Washingto
n state as a sign that this is
not a unique policy idea.

PRICLY POLIGE ‘GAN'T KEEP UP" WITH RISING HOMICIDE RATE, DUTLAW SAYS

By Peter Crimmins, WHY'Y
Photo by: Phila Police Dept.

The homicide rate in Phila-
delphia continues to rise
higher than last year —
which was a record year for
homicides, although those
numbers are slowly declin-
ing.

Currently, 121 people have
been killed in Philadelphia
since the beginning of the
year, up 2% from last year.
The crime numbers are
counter-intuitive: there have
been fewer shootings than
last year, but more of those
shootings have resulted in

deaths.

In their bi-weekly update on
gun violence in Philadelph-
1a, city officials admitted
that the homicide rate in ar-
eas identified as hot spots of
violence by the police de-
partment’s targeting Opera-
tion Pinpoint prevention
program is actually rising.
Commissioner Danielle
Outlaw said homicides in
the Operation Pinpoint grid
are roughly 41% higher than
last year.

“The truth is the homicides
are not happening in a vacu-
um — there are those out

there who are determined to
attack and kill their vic-
tims,” Outlaw said. “While
we are making constant ad-
justments to mitigate this
sickening reality, our offic-
ers, simply put, just can’t
keep up by being every-
where at all times.”

One of the problems, Out-
law said, is she has fewer
officers. The police force is
about 10% below full re-
cruitment. Mayor Jim Ken-
ney said the city’s efforts to
recruit more officers are
“handcuffed” by a city law
that says new hires have to
have lived in the city for at
least a year before applying.

“If council members are re-
questing that we increase
our police force, they got to
take the handcuffs — so to
speak — off our ability to
recruit,” Kenney said.
Outlaw urged residents to
call 911 to report any infor-
mation related to crime, and
to take advantage of the
breadth of resources availa-
ble to people impacted by
crime on the city’s 211 hot-
line.


https://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/z1/dataviz/dfa/distribute/table/#quarter:128;series:Corporate%20equities%20and%20mutual%20fund%20shares;demographic:networth;population:all;units:shares
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/t/trickledowntheory.asp#:~:text=Trickle-down%20economics,%20or%20%E2%80%9C,entrepreneurs%20to%20stimulate%20economic%20growth.
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/18/912731744/how-the-pandemic-is-widening-the-racial-wealth-gap
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/18/912731744/how-the-pandemic-is-widening-the-racial-wealth-gap
https://controller.phila.gov/philadelphia-audits/interactive-fy21-budget/
https://controller.phila.gov/philadelphia-audits/interactive-fy21-budget/
https://controller.phila.gov/philadelphia-audits/interactive-fy21-budget/
https://krc-pbpc.org/research_publication/time-to-reinstate-the-philadelphia-intangible-wealth-tax/
https://krc-pbpc.org/research_publication/time-to-reinstate-the-philadelphia-intangible-wealth-tax/
https://controller.phila.gov/philadelphia-audits/interactive-fy21-budget/
https://controller.phila.gov/philadelphia-audits/interactive-fy21-budget/

UPTOWN'S CALVIN R. TUCKER IS THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF PENNSYLVANIA
AND DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT & ADVANCEMENT.

By Shelly Shell Williams
Photo Credit: Calvin Tucker

Mr. Calvin R. Tucker, busi-
nessman, entrepreneur,
management, and govern-
ment relations with 30+
years of experience in the
financial services industry,
working primarily with
SMB’s. He served as an Ex-
ecutive, and Senior Officer
with Advance Bank, United
Bank of Philadelphia,
GMAC Commercial Mort-
gage Corporation and has
originated over $750M in
loan transactions. His cur-
rent position is Deputy
Chairman of the Republican
Party of Pennsylvania and
Director of Engagement &
Advancement.

Calvin R. Tucker, a life-
long Philadelphian from
16th & Berks in North Phil-
adelphia, was inspired by
his Stepfather because he
was a hard-working long-
shoreman and Republican
politician.

Calvin R. Tucker’s mission
is to recruit African Ameri-
cans into the Republican
Party in a city where there
is an overwhelming number
of African Americans that
primarily represent the
Democratic Party.

Shelly Shell: What is it
about Philadelphia that kept
you here?

Calvin Tucker: The attitude,
the people, the beauty, and
the opportunity.

Shelly Shell: What did you
want to be as a youth, and
are you doing that now?

Calvin Tucker: This is diffi-
cult, but as a youth, I was
trying to survive my envi-
ronment; and today, I can
say that I'm still trying to
survive life’s journey.

Shelly Shell: Your back-
ground is in the financial

services industry; what
brought about the shift into
politics?

Calvin Tucker: I started in
politics as a young man. |
worked with my mother,
who was a Republican
Committeewoman who in-
troduced me to her ward
leader. The Ward Leader
would pick me up on week-
ends to accompany him as
he would go about complet-
ing his political obligations.
During those days, as a re-
sult of the Ward Leader’s
introduction, I met and
worked with candidates like
Arlen Specter, Tom Gola,
Frank Rizzo, Phil Price,
Dick Thornburg, Dr. Ethan
Allen, Bea Chernock, Joan
Specter, Richard Nixon, etc.
... In fact, a large portion of
my college tuition at Lin-
coln University was paid
with Senatorial Scholar-
ships from both Republican
and Democrat politicians
such as Charlie Dougherty,
Bob Rover, Paul McKinney,
and Freeman Hankins.
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Shelly Shell: When and
why did you decide to be an
advocate for the Republican
Party?

Calvin Tucker: Because my
parents were Republican
politicians who spoke about
both parties and talked
about how as a people, we
were being fooled by the
Democrats. They would say
that the Republican party
offered the best solutions to
address the needs of the
black community. They
talked about the history of
both parties and how the
Democratic party was
founded by white suprema-
cists, and the Republican
was founded to fight slav-
ery. Also, they noted that
the first Black elected offi-
cials were Republicans.

Shelly Shell: In your role as
Chairman of the Republican
Party of Pennsylvania and
Director of Engagement &
Advancement, your chief
responsibilities are recruit-

ing African Americans, His-
panics/Latinos, Asian
Americans, Millennials, and
Women into the Republican
Party of Pennsylvania. Why
did you take on this role?
What is the significance of
garnering the support of this
demographic for the Repub-
lican party?

Calvin Tucker: What I do in
terms of advocating for the
Republican Party in the mi-
nority is very critical in
America and Pennsylvania
in order to create competi-
tion among the two major
parties in this nation, state,
and city. Without competi-
tion, would a single party
begin to seriously address
the issues of poverty, unem-
ployment, crime, dilapi-
dated houses, drugs, health
and wealth disparities, and
economic distress that is
prevalent, particularly in the
underserved communities?
Look around us as we live
in these communities and
ask yourself, why hasn’t the
dominant party provided




these solutions to the above
issues? Simply put, I be-
lieve that the lack of compe-
tition is first and foremost
the major factor that drives
this disinterest in the chal-
lenges and issues in the mi-
nority community. I also
believe that it is not because
of the lack of minority or
Black representation be-
cause we have significant
Black representation in this
city and around this country.
Yet, the issues continue to
persist in our communi-

ty.

Shelly Shell: What type of
flack do you get from Afri-
can Americans for being a

Republican?

Calvin Tucker: I don’t get
as much flack as one would
think. However, when I am
challenged about my volun-
tary choice of which party I
am affiliated with, I am hap
py to make my case.

Shelly Shell: You served as
a media surrogate and Afri-
can American Advisor to

who had the requisite skills
to tackle the serious eco-
nomic challenges facing
America and our urban cit-
ies. He was not a politician
who would be typically
guided by polls, surveys,
and lobbyists to make a de-
cision about what he be-
lieved was right or wrong
for the American people.

Shelly Shell: What are the
primary responsibilities of a
media surrogate?

Calvin Tucker: My primary
responsibilities were meet-
ing and talking to the media,
domestically or internation-
ally, about the candidate and
his policies for the minority
community. During my ten-
ure, | was interviewed by no
less than 75 media outlets
[electronically or print].

Shelly Shell: Trump’s presi-
dency was a subject of
much debate within the un-
derserved and minority
communities; how were you
able to advocate for
Trump’s campaign in the

Donald Trump; what type of African Americans, Hispan-

opposition do you encoun-
ter?

Calvin Tucker: Not as much
as one would think. When I
do, I explain why I support-
ed him. Candidate Trump
before being elected Presi-
dent of the United States,
was a business executive

End-of-Life Planning
Equals Peace of Mind

ics/Latinos communities?

Calvin Tucker: In fact,
quite easily since he embod-
ied the attributes of a vision-
ary who represented the
change agent that our com-
munity needed to fight the
many challenges that are
embedded in our communi-

ty.

Shelly Shell: You are the co
-host of WPFSI Radio
Show; There’s Money Out
There,” which airs on
WURD 900 AM. Tell us,
first off, where the money is
(lol) and in what ways do
you educate the community
on how to obtain it?

Calvin Tucker: I was the
former co-host of WPFSI
Radio Show; There’s Mon-
ey Out There,” which airs
on WURD 900 AM. To an-
swer where the money is:
The money is in traditional
i.e., Banks, Finance Compa-
nies, etc.. and nontraditional
financial institutions

ness, politics, and media.

Did I leave anything out?
What is the one thing you
still want to achieve?

community in general and
the black community in spe-
cific. He or She must under-
stand the economic condi-
tion that we’ve faced and
have solutions to solve com-
plex issues such as inflation,
cost of energy, poverty, em-
ployment, homeownership
gap, crime, etc...

Calvin Tuck-
er: Immortality.

Shelly Shell: Who will have
your endorsement for the
next presidential election?

Calvin Tucker: It is too ear-
ly to make any declaration
on the prospects for the U.S.
Presidency, but whoever
that person, he/she will be
someone from my party, is a
problem solver and will ad-
dress the issues and chal-
lenges that I laid out about
with respect to the minority

(CDFIs, Credit Unions,
Small Business Lenders,
etc...), but many of our
small businesses and entre-
preneurs are not prepared
to receive it. On this note,
as a business consultant, I
provide a series of Access
to Capital workshops to
educate small business
owners on the elements
1.e., factors that lenders
seek when evaluating
whether to lend money to a
business. In fact, lends on-
ly seek the answer to five
[5] questions from a pro-
spective business appli-
cant.

Shelly Shell: You’re serv-
ing in many roles and have
achieved success in busi-

ARE YOU CONSIDERING
SELLING YOUR HOME?

I CAN HELP YOU

WITH THE PROCESS.

v RELOCATING

v DOWNSIZING

v FACING FORECLOSURE
v READY TO UPGRADE

267-218-1715

= wmckant@gmail.com

9 2424 E York St. Suite 213
Philadelphia, PA 19125

® @willmckantrealestate

For yourself
For your loved ones
For your community

Have you written down your end-of-life wishes? Have you discussed
them with your loved ones? Compassion & Choices is here to help you
get started. These conversations can be uncomfortable, but we are here
to help you and your loved ones plan ahead.

Visit CompassionAndChoices.org/plan-your-care to find our free
end-of-life planning tools and support our efforts.

End-of-life consultation available in English and Spanish at 800.247.7421

Compossion For more than 40 years, Compassion & Choices
@ & ChOiCGS has united over 450,000 supporters nationwide
to become the preeminent leader of the end-of-
Care and Cholkce at the End of Life life options movement.




WDAS HONORS WOMEN OF EXCELLENGE

By Latrice Mudlow, VP

After being forced into a 2
year hiatus due to the pan-
demic.

There was something abso-
lutely magical if you had
the privilege to be in attend-
ance yesterday at the "6th
Annual WDAS Women of
Excellence Luncheon 2022"
The magnitude of excel-
lence, grace, beauty and
wisdom that filled the room
was enough to leave one
completely speechless,
while filled with absolute
pride and joy.

These WOMEN made the
decision to answer and ac-
cept their calling to be of
service to their communi-

ty.

Their imprint of accom-
plishments, and future
achievements will echo for
lifetimes to come. And it is
because of their hard work
and dedication to our com-
munity that all can continue
to believe and have hope for
the positive change, im-
provement and impact that
we all so tirelessly strive
towards.

To whom much is given
much is required. And these
WOMEN have made the
conscious decision to give
their all day after day. They
willingly endure personal
sacrifices for the greater
good of our community.
That is something we do not
take for granted and we
love and honor you all that

. much for it.

| The Uptown Standard

Newspaper would like to

/ congratulate all of you. We

Salute and thank you for
your contributions and dedi-
cation to be of service.

Women of Excellence
“Legend Award”

Sheryl Lee Ralph — Singer,
Actress, Activist. Her award
winning body of work in-
cludes film, television and
the Broadway stage. Her
accomplishments are one of
EXCELLENCE! In addition
to her contributions to the
world of acting, entertain-
ment and arts, she is also
known for her Activist work
through her DIVA Founda-
tion that focuses strongly on
the awareness of HIV and
AIDS.

“Trailblazing Woman of
Excellence Award”

Dr. Ala Stanford — is the
Founder and CEO of the
Black Doctors COVID19
Consortium (BDCC). Dr.
Stanford has committed to
serving the city of Philadel-
phia during the pandemic to
provide access to reliable
and trustworthy healthcare
in underserved communi-
ties.

“The Dr. Ala Stanford Cen-
ter for Health and Equali-
ty”, will accept all patients
including infants and adults.

She understands the im-
portance of rebuilding a
trustworthy Doctor/Patient
relationship. And starts by
providing access to all of
who are in need, and to be
an advocacy for her pa-
tients. She understands how
important it is to be empath-
ic so that a relationship can
be established. And through
that relationship, patients
are more willing to be
properly educated about
healthcare, which then al-
lows an opportunity for real
action and change.

“Women of Excellence
Honorees”

Bumi Fernandez West —
Chief Executive Officer of
the Odunde Festival

Catherine Hicks — President
of the NAACP and Publish-
er of the Sunday Sun News-

paper

Tiffany Tavarez — Senior
VP of Technology Diverse
Segments, Representation
& Inclusion (TDSRI) and
Technology DE&I Council

B Vvts pt

BINSPIRED IS A BRAND THAT OFFERS A VARIETY OF APPAREL FROM HEAD TO TOE,
TO INSPIRE YOU TO DREAM BIG, DREAM BOLD, AND DREAM WITH EXPECTATIONS!

veA

Apparel

ORDE ONLINE AT: BINSPIREDAPPAREL.NET

and Director of Communi-
cations, Wells Fargo

Anita T. Conner — Manag-
ing Partner, Anita T. Con-
ner & Associates.

Tracy Davidson — Anchor
NBC10 News

“Local Sheroes”

Trudy Haynes — The first
African American TV News
reporter for KYW-TV, now
known as CBS 3, in Phila-
delphia.

Traci M. Smith — Founder
of “Traci’s Bio” (Beautiful
Inside & Out). A Non-Profit
Organization for Breast
Cancer Awareness

Tanya T. Morris — Founder
of “Mom Your Business”,
to support mompreneurs
and professional

Chekesha Ellis — Founder of
“Chase No More”, an or-
ganization that provides
support to individuals suf-
fering with substance use
disorder.




By Ariana Figueroa,
Pennsylvania Capital Star

The Biden administration is
requesting billions in its fis-
cal 2023 budget from Con-
gress to fund police depart-
ments, despite progressive
Democrats’ calls for some
of that spending to be real-
located to social services.

President Joe Biden’s budg-
et request to Congress un-
veiled Monday asks for $30
billion for state and local
governments to add more
police officers across the
nation.

BIDEN LAYs OUT

A

Biden has countered the

narrative that Democrats
want to “defund the police,”
bringing up the administra-
tion’s commitment to police
departments in his State of
the Union address to Con-
gress, and in a recent visit to
New York City, meeting
with Mayor Eric Adams,
after two police officers
died in the line of duty.

The “defund the police” slo-
gan means to redirect fund-
ing away from police de-
partments and instead use
those funds for alternatives
through other government
agencies that would place
more stress on public health

POLITIGCS
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solutions, prevention, inter-
vention, and social services.
The movement grew after
the murder of George Floyd,
a Black man, by police in
Minneapolis in 2020.

Some cities have taken this
approach, in Baltimore, the
City Council voted to move
$22 million away from the
police department’s budget
of more than $500 million,
and put those funds toward
recreational centers, trauma
centers, and loan for-
giveness for minority-
owned businesses.

Republicans in advance of
the midterm elections have
tried to use the “defund the
police” debate to portray
Democrats as soft on crime.
Biden has repeatedly said
that Democrats want to
“fund the police” and has
also touted allocations
through the American Res-
cue Plan, which provided
$350 billion to local police
and fire departments.

In its budget, the White
House is also requesting
$1.7 billion for the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms, and Explosives to ex-
pand its operation in track-
ing guns across multiple

Keystone First proudly celebrates
Black History Month 2022

We hail the 2022 theme: Black Health and Wellness. Keystone First
has been caring for the community for more than 35 years with a
firm dedication to promoting health equity and helping to improve
the well-being of those we serve.

Keystone First. Putting you first.

www.keystonefirstpa.com

All Images are used under licerse for lllustrative
purposes only. Any individual depicted is a model.

districts by adding more
personnel, regulating the
firearms industry and mod-
ernizing its National Trac-
ing Center, which helps law
enforcement track the origin
of a gun that has been found
at a crime scene.

HE POLIGE" BUDGET PLAN

The White House is also
requesting funds for the De-
partment of Justice for po-
lice reform, prosecuting
hate crimes, and enforcing
voting rights. The proposal
is for $367 million, an in-
crease of $101 million from
fiscal 2021.

That would include $18 mil-
lion for the FBI to investi-
gate civil rights violations,
$8 million for the U.S. at-
torneys’ offices to prosecute
civil rights violations and $1
million for the Criminal Di-
vision to expand its investi-
gations of election-related
crimes, such as voter sup-
pression.

Biden’s request to Congress
also asks for $106 million
for the use of body cameras
for the Department of Jus-
tice’s law enforcement of-
ficers.

Keystone First

Coverage by Vista Health Plan,

an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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SAPHE HAVEN INE 5 A NEW VIOLENCE PREVENTII]N PRI]ERAM

Asinia Abdul-Wakeel and his students. (Photos: ZLAW (Zaimah Abdul-Wakeel)

By Maleka Fruean,
Germantown Info Hub

Asinia Abdul-Wakeel
would say everything he’s
done has led up to building
his own nonprofit.

Whether through counsel-
ing, behavioral health
coaching or building out
peer mediation programs
in the school district of
Philadelphia, he has dedi-
cated his life to building
programs that help with
the challenges that many
younger folks face grow-
ing up in the city. As of
last year, SAPHE Haven
Inc. is a reality.

Abdul-Wakeel started
SAPHE Haven’s programs
last year in Germantown at
Waterview Recreation
Center. His organization
was a recipient of a

grant from the Office of
Violence Prevention. But
SAPHE Haven had been a
long time coming for him.

“Because I have a passion
for youth, for helping
youth that have challenges
similar to the challenges I
experienced growing up in
this city in this particular
neighborhood, that is defi-
nitely what guided me and
motivated me to start my

nonprofit,” Abdul-Wakeel
said.

Abdul-Wakeel is no
stranger to Germantown,
having gone to what is
now Mastery-Pickett
School, continuing to Cen-
tral High School, Drexel
and LaSalle. Throughout
all his school years, his
mother stressed to him and
his siblings the importance
of education and he passed
that on to his children and
the students he works with
as well.

Two of his most popular
programs while working
on peer mediation taught
students how to counsel
and mediate conflict be-
tween peers, and his
“Healthy Relationships™
program— all about healthy
ways to interact with folks
you are in relationships
with. It was his most re-
quested workshop. Abdul-
Wakeel notes that many of
the students he’s worked
with in the past appreciat-
ed the skills they learned
in it.

“[T am] trying to give back
to the kids and trying to
teach them about health
related things and topics
that I know would have
benefitted me if [ had them

in addition to school and
my academic career,” Ab-
dul-Wakeel said.

“What motivated me was
in my master’s program
degree in LaSalle,” he
continued. “I gravitated to
youth nonprofit develop-
ment. My thesis was on
violence prevention. I’ve
always gravitated to vio-
lence prevention.”

Abdul-Wakeel designed a
violence prevention pro-
gram for his thesis, but
didn’t get to implement it
right away. After about
seven years, and extra time
and motivation when the
pandemic started, he was
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finally able to start his
own program. Witnessing
the rise of gun violence in
the city was also a motiva-
tor.

Abdul-Wakeel heard about
the Office of Violence Pre-
vention grants the week
before the application was
due. He wrote up a grant
proposal with a plan to
market the program
straight to kids using in-
centives, including free
sneakers. And it worked.

That was last fall. It’s been
a journey of challenges
with getting the actual
grant monies reimbursed
for executing the pro-
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gram and a slew of Covid-
19 related pauses, but do-
ing direct engagement and
outreach in front of
schools, businesses, and
libraries about the program
got a regular group of kids
out to Waterview Rec Cen-
ter. In the end, reimburse-
ments were made, and
with his own investment
and the community’s help,
he ran the program and
had the class “graduate.”

SAPHE Haven’s program-
ming has ended at Water-
view Rec Center, but
Asinia Abdul- Wakeel’s
nonprofit journey is still
moving forward.
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PHILLY POLICE SAY
SOCIAL MEDIA A CATALYST
FOR GUN VIDOLENCE
AMONE YOUNG PEOPLE

By Tom McDonald, WHYY

Philadelphia Police say so-
cial media could be a moti-
vator for some serious acts
of violence in the city, but
there are hopes neighbor-
hood-level interventions
could help stem the rising
tide of violence.

During the city’s bi-weekly
violence update with report-
ers, Deputy Police Commis-
sioner Ben Naish spoke
about how some young peo-
ple are committing violent
acts for bragging rights.
Naish said the pandemic was
a driving force for the vio-
lence, with people cooped
up in homes without an out-
let to expend their energy.
That, he said, resulted in bad
acts happening in areas that
spread across the country.

“The social media has been
driving it,” Naish said.
“What we see in our society
today, what happens in one
part of the country, it
doesn’t take years to move
across the country, so I think
it was starting in other plac-
es, and it’s not like I think it
would have come here no
matter what,” he said.

“They think it’s a game,”
Naish said. “It’s a sad indict-
ment of today’s society with
some youths that don’t un-
derstand the severity of what
they are doing is life and
death, and it can ruin their
life as well as people, the
impact that it has on the vic-
tims.”

In many homicide investiga-
tions, there is specific talk to
others on social media on
different platforms about
violence, he said. “As if it’s
like a trophy I am holding
up, and it’s all bad things.”
Police Commissioner Dan-
ielle Outlaw added that the
youth who are involved in

shootings are getting young-
er and younger.

“These kids are looking for
a sense of belonging, and we
have to just find ways and
outlets [for them],” she said.
Outlaw spoke about doing
“dumb stuff” during her
youth but added that chil-
dren today have
“instruments of harm” and
the tools and equipment to
commit serious violent acts.
Erica Atwood, senior direc-
tor of the Office of Policy
and Strategic Initiatives for
Criminal Justice and Public
Safety, said they are moving
teams of people back into
neighborhoods to work on
the violence issue now that
COVID-19 numbers are
trending down. Atwood
spoke about the need to “be
together and see each other,
to get to know each other
and to hear from one another
as a part of this return to in-
person events.”

Atwood said one such event
1s an expungement and par-
don clinic with Philadelphia
Lawyers for Social Equity, a
place Philadelphians who
have a criminal record de-
spite being found not guilty
in a case can clear their
name. The clinic will be Sat-
urday from 12-2 p.m. at the
Lenfest Center at 3890
North 10th Street.

Atwood also pointed to con-
tinuation of the office’s
community listening tour,
which is designed to hear
feedback and help steer the
city’s gun violence preven-
tion strategies.
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POLITICS

PA. HOUSE COMMITTEE ADVANCES BILL EXCLUDING
TRANSGENDER ATHLETES FROM WOMEN'S SPORTS TEAMS

By Cassie Miller,
Pennsylvania Capital-Star\
Photo Courtesy of Pennsyl-
vania Capital-Star\

The Pennsylvania House
Education Committee voted
Tuesday to move a bill that
would exclude transgender
athletes from competing on
women’s sports team in the
commonwealth.

HB 972, also known as

the “Protect Women’s
Sports Act,” would bar
transgender athletes from
participating in sports con-
sistent with their gender
identities. It passed through
the committee Tuesday
morning in a 15-9 vote.
The bill was first intro-
duced last April by state
Rep. Barbara Gleim, R-
Cumberland.

Gleim was joined on the bill
by Reps. Martina White, R-
Philadelphia; Dawn Keefer,
R-York; Valerie Gaydos, R-
Allegheny and Stephanie
Borowicz, R-Clinton.
Speaking to the committee,
Gleim said the bill to ex-
clude transgender athletes
“preserves fairness for all
women.”

“Identities don’t play sports,
bodies do,” Gleim said, re-
peatedly misgendering Univ
ersity of Pennsylvania
swimmer and Division [
national champion Lia

Thomas in her testimony.
The panel’s ranking Demo-
crat, Rep. Mark Longietti,
of Mercer County, ques-
tioned whether the decision
would be better left up to
the governing bodies of
high school and collegiate
sports in the commonwealth
— the Pennsylvania Inter-
scholastic Athletic Associa-
tion (PIAA) and the Nation-
al Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation (NCAA).

“Let’s not become the
school sports eligibility
committee,” Longietti said.
Rep. MaryLouise Isaacson,
D-Philadelphia, echoed
Longietti’s comments about
the committee’s role in the
decision: “There are gov-
erning bodies over high
school and collegiate sports.
We are not one of them,”
she said.

Rep. Napoleon Nelson, D-
Montgomery, said that he
was “dumbfounded” that
the committee was consid-
ering advancing the bill af-
ter a September 2021 hear-
ing suggested that this bill
“is not yet ready.”

The General Assembly’s
LGBTQ+ Equality Caucus
called the bill “dangerous,”
in a statement following the
vote.

“Once again, the majority
party is wasting taxpayer
money by bringing up divi-

v \.

.
e 2

sive and hateful legislation
that pushes a harmful narra-
tive instead of addressing
legislation that could help
expand educational re-
sources and protections for
all students,” state Sen.
Katie Muth, D-Berks, co-
chair of the LGBTQ+ Cau-
cus said. “This bill is an ig-
norant attempt to fix a prob-
lem that doesn’t exist. If the
majority’s intent is to give
women a level playing field,
we should address the ineq-
uities in funding, resources,
media coverage and pay in
women’s sports.”

Naiymah Sanchez, trans
rights organizer at the
American Civil Liberties
Union of Pennsylvania, said
she is concerned about the
harmful effects exclusion
from school sports would
have on transgender youth.
“School activities like
sports give trans kids a feel-

ing of belonging and inclu-
sion,” Sanchez said. “Like
cisgender students, trans
students benefit academical-
ly and emotionally from
participation in sports. It is
despicable that some state
reps are pursuing a public
policy of exclusion and iso-
lation.”

Citing Utah Gov. Spencer
Cox’s now-

overridden decision last
week to veto a similar ban
on transgender athletes,
state Rep. Dan Frankel, D-
Allegheny said laws exclud-
ing transgender athletes are
“harmful and discriminato-

2

ry.

“It’s unconscionable that
Republicans in the House
Education Committee even
brought this bill up for a
vote, considering this harm-
ful and discriminatory legis-
lation is a direct attack on

transgender and gender-
nonconforming youth
across the state,” Frankel,
who founded and co-chairs
the LGBTQ+ Caucus, said.
“Even Republican gover-
nors are now vetoing these
bills because they are cruel
and unnecessary,” Frankel
continued “While our Dem-
ocratic governor surely will
do the same, that doesn’t
change the fact that
transgender youth in our
commonwealth are being
unfairly targeted. We stand
with all LGBTQ+ residents,
and we will always do what
we can to protect them.”
Eleven states now have
laws barring transgender
athletes from participating
in sports consistent with
their gender identities.

Just hours after the bill
passed the commit-

tee, LGBTQ allies and ad-
vocates joined the Pennsyl-
vania Youth Congress at the
Capitol to call for the bill's
defeat.

Preston Heldibridle, the ex-
ecutive director of the Penn-
sylvania Youth Congress,
which organized Monday’s
rally, called the bill “cruel
and unnecessary,” and said
it was “not based in science
or reality,” but instead
sought to use “transgender
children as political pawns.
“Pennsylvania is better than
this,” Heldibridle said.
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By R.S. Broker

I knew this would happen. I
had gotten so many ques-
tions, even more about this
Metaverse. It’s got to a
point where family and
friends are contacting me
early Sunday mornings af-
ter church. I’'m cool with
that, because that’s why I'm
here. From the Gram, to
TikTok and even at a kids
birth. We know Facebook
has changed their name to
Meta. And if you know a
little something about cryp-
tos, you know that the Win-
klevoss brothers (Tyler and
Cameroon) recently raised
$400 million to build a
metaverse.

So we shall revisit once
again. What is the
Metaverse? The metaverse
is like set of universes. It is
a virtual world that individ-

FINANCE OP ED

THE METAVERSE - REVISITED

uals can come together to
socialize, on a virtual reali-
ty. Basically, it’s the link
between the digital and the
physical forms. As The goal
is to wedge the real world
with the digital world. This
is the 2™ innovation of the
internet; some say it’s the
successor. The term
"metaverse" was first men-
tioned and created in Neal
Stephenson's novel Snow
Crash- termed a cyberpunk
book. This was an imagi-
nary place that could be ex-
perienced by anyone over
the fiber optics network.

You can buy digital assets
like digital land or build a
digital horse (for example
horse racing) or a beautiful
park- like a Central Park in
New York and combine it
with Fairmount Park in
Philly and make it a virtual
reality. Or you can be Pac-
man himself, running
through a mase and chased
by ghost (note- Atari does
have its own token). So in-
stead of just viewing infor-
mation on a website or an
application, you would be
IN the digital content. This
sounds so ridiculous and
extreme right? But if you

know like I know, from De-
Race to Meta Hero to the
Micro Pets, its already here.
And you thought Fortnite
was awesome. Please un-
derstand that there was a
digital lot of land in the
metaverse world of Decen-
traland sold for a record of
$2.43 Million USD. Yes,
we are talking about virtual
real estate, an imaginary
world. And then there’s De-
Race, a Non-Fungible horse
racing metaverse where you
can have horse races, breed
these horses, build your
own course for theater/
performance venues- and
make money while doing it.
In other words, DeRace is a
virtual NFT horse racing
universe based on block-
chain. One horse sold for
$125,000, btw.

But not everyone thinks the
metaverse is great for man-
kind. Some folks believe
it’s going to cause a strain
on mental health, such as
depression or confidence
and that some would rather
spend much more time in
virtual forms than actual
reality.

This is uncharted territory

we are entering and be
ready for it. I was able to
understand the world of
cryptocurrency and its ap-
plications very easily. But
then came NFT Art and
Music, which seems more
complicated. And now this,
the metaverse, just blew my
mind. Please my people,
this is the future, get ready
for you a new reality.

If you want to invest, please
talk to your local bank or a
financial advisor. Whether
your 20 or 60, a new trans-
fer of wealth is upon the
horizon. This isn’t just the
USA going through a
change. The universe is... It
won’t be easy, but you nev-
er know until to try. Oh,
and don’t forget to follow
me on IG or YouTube at
@TheGetMoneyShow. Be-
lieve in yourself, believe in
your dreams, and always
remember money a’int just
green. We are not financial
advisors or giving out fi-
nancial recommendations.
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