


Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 

 
All vegetables cooked 

with smoked turkey 

products. 

 

Prices are subject to 

change without notice. 





By Andre Brown 
Photo Credit: PHLCouncil.com 

 
Republican City Council-
man Brian O'Neill has intro-
duced legislation co-
sponsored by Councilmen 
Anthony Phillips and Mike 
Driscoll, that will increase 
fines from $300 to $500 for 
illegally parked semitrailers 
and truck tractors. This leg-
islation also includes boats, 
motor homes, truck camper, 
and vending carts. 

 
“Maintaining the appear-
ance of our Far Northeast 
neighborhoods has always 
been one of my top priori-
ties. Hopefully, these fines 
will cut down on the num-
ber of these vehicles park-
ing in our residential neigh-
borhoods,” said O’Neill. 
 
O'Neill's and Phillips' offic-
es have been over run with 
calls from residents com-
plaining about this problem. 

Phillips' recently posted a 
video ensuring residents of 
the 9th District that he was 
looking into addressing this 
problem. Phillips' also did a 
ride around the neighbor-
hood with the 14th District 
making them aware of the 
hot spots in his district for 
truck parking.  
 
Unfortunately this legisla-
tion is a blow to black truck 
drivers, most are independ-
ent operators, who are  don't 

have access to secured 
trucking lots. 
 
Tascha Chalmers, then in 
Councilwoman Parker's Of-
fice has been working on 
this problem since 2021. In 
an article titled "Feds hear 
from both sides about Phila-
delphia’s truck parking 
woes" on the website 
Freightwaves, she made the 
following statements: 
 
"The problem that we face 
in the city of Philadelphia is 
land, the fact that Philadel-
phia is a very old city, and 
we now have truckers and 
tractor-trailers parking in 
residential neighborhoods,” 
Tascha Chalmers, director 
of community affairs for 
Philadelphia City Council-
woman Cherelle Parker, 
said Thursday during a vir-
tual workshop of the Na-
tional Coalition on Truck 
Parking hosted by the Fed-
eral Highway Administra-
tion. “As a result they’re 
making turns, and 
[electrical] wires are coming 

down.” 
 
Chalmers said truckers she 
has spoken with say that 
truck stops are too far away. 
Many drivers have also told 
her that the $100 fine they 
get for parking in a residen-
tial area is worth the cost. 
 
“That’s what we’re going 
through. We’re having a 
major issue here in the city, 
and we’re going to have to 
take this seriously.” 
 
The new legislation is 
geared to discourage this 
type of illegal parking by 
imposing heavier fines to 
give the PPA and PPD bet-
ter tools for enforcement.  



By Andre Brown 
Photos courtesy of DaSaint En-
tertainment 

 
In 2010 Jimmy Dasaint was 
released from federal prison 
after serving a ten year sen-
tence for the distribution of 
drugs. 
 
While incarcerated Jimmy 
wrote and published over 25 
novels, including the best-
selling urban series BLACK 
SCARFACE, with former 
L.A drug kingpin Freeway 
Rick Ross.  
In 2012 , Jimmy and his 
partners Sonya, Plex and 
Tiona started the Philly hip-
hop awards, that showcased 
all the local artists from the 
tri state. It's been the longest 
award show ever in the city. 
 
In 2016 Jimmy started writ-
ing movie scripts. Then he 
produced and Directed his 
first feature film THE 
TRAP, featuring young up-
coming actors and musi-
cians from Philly.  
The  film was dedicated to 
his slain brother Sean. Who 
was savagely shot and mur-
dered. 
 
That was the start of his 
new career as a film Direc-
tor. His award winning Doc-

umentary AMERICAN 
HUSTLER was released on 
Amazon Prime and Tubi in 
2019.  
In 2020 Jimmy wrote and 
Directed the award winning 
film THE KARMA EF-
FECT. 
 
The film was released on 
Amazon Prime and Tubi.  
In 2021 Jimmy released his 
new film 
 "YOU ONLY LIVE 
ONCE" becoming one of 
the top films on all stream-
ing platforms.  
 

2022 was Jimmy's best year 
as a film maker. His enter-
tainment company Dasaint 
Entertainment wrote pro-
duced and Directed the 
films "BROKEN TRUST" 
and "NOBODY'S 
SON" ( Both featuring an 
all Philly cast and sound-
track).  
 
He also started the PHILLY 
URBAN FILM AWARDS. 
An annual award show sup-
porting the local movie and 
music industries.  
 
Coming in early 2023 Jim-

my Dasaint will be releasing 
his two latest films "STICK 
UP BOY" and the hit come-
dy "SATURDAY" featuring 
some of the top comedians 
from Philly.  
 
Jimmy is also an advocate 
for gun violence and works 
with different organizations 
around Philadelphia.  
 
He is currently working on a 
program to keep young peo-
ple off the streets and place 
them in acting classes. 
 
We recently asked Jimmy 

what's his ultimate goal with 
his films and his answer 
was: I WANT TO PUT 
OUT REAL STORIES 
THAT TOUCH THE SOUL 
OF THE CITY. MY GOAL 
IS TO ONE DAY BRING 
HOLLYWOOD TO 
PHILLY.  
 
So far he's been a man of 
his word.  
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By Andre Brown 
Photo Courtesy of  
www.rebeccaforphiladelphia.com  

 
On January 24th, former 
Philadelphia Mayor John 
Street endorsed Rebecca 
Rhynhart for Mayor. This is 
a big endorsement consider-
ing former Mayor John 
Street is still very popular 
and considered by many the 
'best Mayor in history'. 
 
Here is former Mayor John 
Street's statement:  

 
“I am endorsing Rebecca 
Rhynhart for mayor be-
cause she is the most quali-
fied non-incumbent to ever 
run for the office and the 
best candidate in this race 
to lead our city,” said 
Mayor Street. “Rebecca 
cares about Philadelphia 
and I know that she will 
give all of our neighbor-
hoods and residents the care 
they deserve. She is a fight-
er who tirelessly pushes for 
what is right.“ 
 
Rebecca has spent the past 
couple of years as the City 
Controller so she under-
stand how the city is ran 
from a fiscal point of view. 
As Controller, she took on 
many issues that the City 

Controller usually doesn't 
get involved in. Before 
stepping down as Controller 
she did a review of the Phil-
adelphia Police Depart-
ment's spending and perfor-
mance, which highlighted 
disparities in 911 response 
times, crime fighting strate-
gy, staffing issues, commu-
nity relations, and data col-
lection and usage. 
 
She has served as Philadel-
phia’s City Treasurer on 
Mayor Michael Nutter’s 
administration. She also 
served as Budget Director 
and was a key player in the 
city's economic recovery. 
 
Here is what Rebecca 
Rhynhart had to say: 
 

“I am so honored to have 
Mayor Street’s endorse-
ment. During his time as 
Mayor, he wasn’t afraid to 
tackle the issues head-on,” 
Rhynhart said. “His politi-
cal career in our city is un-
matched. Mayor Street was 
never afraid to stand up for 
what was right and push 
against the status quo. He 
took action to improve the 
quality of life for Philadel-
phians and he showed he 
truly cared about all of our 
neighborhoods.” 
 
If elected, Rebecca Rhyn-
hart would become Phila-
delphia's 100th Mayor and 
the first woman to hold that 
office.  

By R.S. Broker 

We are in the new year, set-
ting goals and dreams we 
will love to accomplish. 
However, it seems that it 
takes about 3 months to fall 
off track and not follow up 
on the goals that we set. 
Let’s keep the goals that we 
set for ourselves in the year 
2023, and make this our 
best year ever. Here are 
some things I would like to 
start to do or continue to do 
for the new year Twenty 
Twenty-Three. Take some 
time to read through, and 
maybe some of these ideas 
may work for you. Real Es-
tate market cooling down, 
stock market is up, and 
down, and Crypto exchang-
es collapsing is bringing in 
new opportunities that we 
didn’t have in 2022. 

 
Stay Prayed up – talk to 
God and be the best you can 
be. Praying works, ask 
Grandma. 

Volunteer and/or Donate - 
Trust me, it works. Karma 
is real. Good energy equals 
good results. Also, not that 
I look for anything in re-
turn, but God always seem 

to bless me different ways 
when I donate or volunteer 
for a good cause. 

Get a Message/Chalk 
board -  A goal isn’t a goal 
unless you write it down, 
and its looked at every day. 
Out of mind equals out of 
site, and that doesn’t only 
apply to marketing/social 
media. 

Know and Increase Credit 
score - Knowing your cred-
it score lets you know what 
you can do/ can’t do when 
you’re asking to borrow 
money. The higher the 
credit score, the less credi-
tors charge to borrow from 
them.  

Pay off / Pay down credit 
cards – The ability to pay 
your debts shows that you 
are responsible and is trust-
ed by the lender that you 
will pay them back. 

Open a Roth IRA ( or a 
Traditional IRA) – If you 
have a 9-5, start an IRA. 
But if you already contrib-
ute to one, get a Roth IRA. 
There’s a difference, and 
they are moves you can 
make with Roth IRAs that 
you can’t do with tradition-
al IRAs.  

Get cryptos and learn the 
functions of them – Cryp-
tocurrency is way more 
than just money. There are 
applications and functions 
of this new asset class. 
From NFTs to Staking to 
Cold Wallets, it’s the fu-
ture. 

Buy a property/ get in po-
sition to buy some land – 
can’t ever lose with land. 
It’s the easiest way to gain 
wealth in my opinion. 

Have a conversation with 
a Financial Advisor/
Planner - Financial Advi-
sor helps with a range of 
financial services. Financial 
Planner helps with a create 
budget, long/short term 
strategies, etc. 

Find a mentor in your 
field -. Mentor gives advice 
and guidance that helps you 
figure out what you want, 
and most importantly how 
to achieve it. 

In summary, you must take 
the time to plan out your 
goals and really follow 
through with them. It 
sounds very simple to do, 
but in reality, its so difficult 
to accomplish because 
“life” always throws us a 

curveball. Pray, believe in 
yourself, and work hard. 
You got this. If you want to 
invest, please talk to your 
local bank or a financial 
advisor. Whether your 20 or 
60, a new transfer of wealth 
is upon the horizon. This 
isn’t just the USA going 
through a change. The 
whole world is... It won’t be 
easy, but you never know 
until to try. Oh, and don’t 
forget to follow me on IG 
or YouTube at 
@TheGetMoneyShow. Be-
lieve in yourself, believe in 
your dreams, and always 
remember money a’int just 
green.  We are not financial 
advisors or giving out fi-
nancial recommendations. 
Link to invest in cryptocur-
rency  coinbase.com/join/
saunde_qw3?src=android-
link 

 



By Andre Brown 
 
The School District of Phil-
adelphia is suing the City of 
Philadelphia for passing Bill 
210685-AA which is geared 
to make our schools safer.  
 
The bill, authored by now 
Mayoral Candidate Derek 
Green, requires schools to 
get a Special Certificate of 
Inspection to show compli-
ance with asbestos removal 
and other “property-related 
hazards.” 
 
City Councilmember and 
Education Committee Chair 
Isaiah Thomas and Council 
President Darrell L. Clarke 

released the following joint 
statement: 
 
“As Chair of City Council’s 
Education Committee and 
President of City Council, 
we work to utilize every 
power that City Council has 
– such as legislation, hear-
ings, and the budget – to 
ensure better educational 
outcomes for our students. 
We cannot discuss goals 
such as improving safety, 
curriculum, and climate if 
the physical school build-
ings are not safe. Education 
Chair Thomas has been de-
manding a capital plan from 
School District leadership 
for months now, as this cri-

sis is not new.  
 
It’s unfortunate that the 
School District has decided 
that this must be addressed 
in court, rather than provid-
ing a comprehensive plan to 
modernize and safeguard 
our schools. 
 
As a Councilmember, 
coach, and father, and as 
Council President, we spend 
time in schools across the 
city; We have seen firsthand 
the troubling disparities 
among schools. To respond 
to a plan to get rid of asbes-
tos and other hazards with a 
lawsuit reinforces that the 
School District is working 

to maintain the status quo, 
rather than working collabo-
ratively to bring our schools 
into the 21st Century.  
 
While lawyers battle this 
legislation in court, we are 
committed to using our of-
fices to ensure that our 
young people and school 
faculty are adequately cared 
for and heard. There is noth-
ing more important than the 
health and well-being of our 
youth." 
 
School Board President Re-
ginald Streater issued a 
statement saying the amend-
ment “could needlessly 
threaten the opening of 

many District school build-
ings at the start of the next 
school year, jeopardizing 
the health, safety, and wel-
fare of our students.” 
 
Mayor Jim Kenney’s com-
munications director Sarah 
Peterson made the following 
statement:  
 
"Philadelphia’s schools 
have endured decades of 
disinvestment, and over-
coming the challenges this 
raises requires partnership 
and problem-solving be-
tween the District, City, and 
other stakeholders. We be-
lieve this goal is best 
achieved through collabora-
tion and not through litiga-
tion.”  
 
PFT President Jerry Jordan 
issued the following state-
ment: 
 
"It is disappointing that the 
District has chosen to chal-
lenge a duly passed law 
geared precisely towards 
addressing the ongoing fa-
cilities crisis in our schools. 
For years, this union has 
fought tirelessly to address 
the ongoing issues of lead, 
asbestos, mold, and other 
environmental hazards. 
 
While advocating relentless-
ly for a dedicated funding 
stream to invest in the 
health and safety of our stu-
dents and staff, we have had 
to simultaneously navigate a 
historically recalcitrant dis-
trict that fought us at every 
turn. Data and information 
sharing, as well as remedia-
tion plans, have been spotty 
at best, and the bill passed 
by City Council allows a 
base layer of oversight into 
some of the most critical 
remediation processes. 
 
I am committed to continu-
ing our efforts to ensure that 
every child and staff mem-
ber has a safe and healthy 
school in which to learn and 
work. Challenging a law 
geared towards ensuring 
that is wrongheaded and 
disheartening."  



Jamil's Cafe & The Vault  

Kings Cafe hosted a Community Meeting on Gun Violence   

Rep Stephen Kinsey Holiday Party  





By Rasheed Ajamu  
Germantown Info Hub 
 
Jackson spotted the sign 
when she arrived home 
after running errands on 
Saturday, January 14. 
While she isn’t sure who 
commissioned the signs, 
she said she saw two peo-
ple walking down School 
House Lane with signs be-
fore she got home. 
The post garnered 50 com-
ments before it went pri-
vate. But this wasn’t the 
end of the conversation, 
nor the signs. 
Other neighbors and mem-
bers of the Changing Ger-
mantown and Living In 
Germantown: All Togeth-
er Facebook groups, both 
private, began to post their 

sightings and interactions 
with the signs. Everyone 
had their thoughts and 
feelings about them, in-
cluding that these signs 
may be the blight they 
claim to combat, but there 
was one common question 
everyone posed — who is 
responsible for these 
signs? 
 
Some neighbors believe 
the sign was commis-
sioned by the president 
and CEO of Brown’s Su-
per Stores, Jeff Brown, 
who is currently running 
for mayor of Philadelphia. 
A similar sign was spotted 
in a Tik Tok video on 
the @jeffbrownformayor 
account. 
 

The Germantown Info Hub 
reached out to Jeff Brown’s 
media team about the signs, 
but we got no answer. How-
ever, a thread of posts on 
Twitter by 
@GwenSynderPHL on Jan-

uary 17 says that Brown’s 
campaign denies any in-
volvement. Her tweets also 
reveal that Germantown is-
n’t the only place these 
signs appear, as hers spoke 
about sightings in West 
Philadelphia. As well as 
that, the signs have the 
“bug” at the bottom, indicat-
ing they were printed using 
union labor (a must in a 
Democratic primary).  
 
Comments in the Face-
book groups mentioned 
above also said they were 
spotted in Mt. Airy and 
West Oak Lane. 
Another source, who asked 
to remain anonymous, says 
someone knocked on his 
door to deliver one of the 
signs, but when he didn’t 
answer, they placed four 
door hangers at his door.  
 
At the top of both sides of 
the door hanger reads, 
“CITY HALL HAS 
FAILED US,” with 
“VOTE FOR CHANGE” 
at the bottom. The middle 
section of one side has an 
arrow pointing up with the 
words “trash,” “opioids,” 
“crime,” and “taxes,” indi-
cating an increase of these 
things in the city. The ar-
row pointing down, repre-
senting what’s decreasing 
in the city, is “leadership,” 
accountability,” and 
“results.”  
 
The second side of the 
door hanger has city statis-
tics and records from The 
Inquirer, including homi-
cide, fatal overdoses, and 

unemployment.  
 
The bottom of the door 
hanger has a tiny logo in-
dicating the signs, and 
door hangers could be 
commissioned by the 
Painters and Allied Trades 
Union. The Germantown 
Info Hub messaged IU-
PAT District Council 21 
on Facebook for a com-
ment on the materials be-
ing left at people’s proper-
ties but got no response. 
State Representative 
Darisha Parker posted on 
Instagram about the signs 
found throughout the Ger-
mantown neighborhood, 
saying that the profanity 
on the signs is inappropri-
ate and should be re-
moved. She asks that if 
people know who’s re-
sponsible for these post-
ings, contact her office at 
(215) 849-6426 
or repparker@pahouse.net. 
 
The Germantown Info Hub 
intends to follow up with all 
parties listed above to keep 
our neighbors informed 
about the posting of the 
signs. If you have any infor-
mation about who could be 
behind these random post-
ings, please email 
rasheed@resolvephilly.org.  

A photo of the signs appearing around Germantown. (Changing Germantown | Nancy Wagner Jackson).  

https://www.tiktok.com/@jeffbrownformayor/video/7189721521668263214?_r=1&_t=8Z99UV6IvHv
https://www.tiktok.com/@jeffbrownformayor
https://www.tiktok.com/@jeffbrownformayor
https://twitter.com/gwensnyderPHL/status/1615438577776615424
https://twitter.com/gwensnyderPHL/status/1615438577776615424
https://twitter.com/gwensnyderPHL/status/1615438577776615424
https://twitter.com/gwensnyderPHL/status/1615438577776615424
mailto:repparker@pahouse.net


By Rasheed Ajamu  
Germantown Info Hub 
 
Mighty Writers was found-
ed in 2009 in Philadelphia 
to help young people 
“think clearly to write with 
clarity” and is coming to 
Germantown. They have 
various sites around the 
city, including North 
Philly, West Philly, and 
South Philly. Now, they 

will open their new North-
west Philly location at 12 
East Church Lane here in 
Germantown. 
“When students come 
through our door, we want 
to make sure that they 
have a voice to be them-
selves,” says the Director 
of Education, Maurice 
Williams. “We realize 
there is power in the pen, 
so when we ask students to 

journal or give them a 
writing prompt, we’re not 
looking for assignments. 
We’re looking for their 
identity and their image to 
come through.” 
 
The new Germantown lo-
cation will have program-
ming for children ages 5-
17. Some of these pro-
grams will include after-
school programs for ele-
mentary and middle school 
students, Girl Power Writ-
ing, a Mighty Brotherhood 
workshop, and a Radical 
Playdate gathering for the 
youngest but still mighty 
children where they dis-
cuss and explore their dif-
ferent identities and cul-
tures. The Germantown 
location will also offer a 
computer lab and writing 
workshops for teenagers. 
Director of Operations and 
Impact Rachel Loeper has 
been with the organization 
since its inception. She 
worked as a program di-
rector at the original South 

Philly site for four years 
before moving into her 
current role. Loeper says 
she’s happy to have a loca-
tion closer to her home in 
Northwest. She explains 
that they do not do one 
particular thing to help 
young people find their 
voice and become skilled 
writers. 
 
“We make things as fun 
and interdisciplinary as 
possible,” she states. “We 
go on trips, and we write 
about those trips. We learn 
how to do new things, and 
then we write about that 
experience of learning. 
And a big part of doing 
this work successfully is 
just creating that positive 
climate where we all are 
learning together, and 
learning is a good thing.” 
Williams says that he has 
seen some of the most re-
served kids become the 
most outgoing during his 
time with the Mighty Writ-
ers. And he’s also wit-

nessed behavior changes 
from students who take the 
time to help understand 
the work they’re presented 
with. He says, “we’re able 
to provide for our students 
by the level of consistency 
of love that we show our 
kids.” 
The Mighty Writers team 
is actively looking for new 
students and is open to 
visiting schools and com-
munity events to discuss 
their program and recruit 
new students. To learn 
more about the Mighty 
Writers Germantown loca-
tion, call (215) 239-0899 
or 
email hello@mightywriter
s.org. You can al-
so register your child for 
free programming here. 

By Rasheed Ajamu  
Germantown Info Hub 
 
 
In October, Philly Office 
Retail posted a series of 
photos on Face-
book working with Jeantel 
Landscaping, removing 
“we buy houses,” “free 
construction estimates,” 
and other signs they 
deemed “blight” on Berk-
ley Street. 
This led the Germantown 
Info Hub to think about 
how predatory home buy-
ing manifests in the neigh-
borhood. We spoke 
with Philly Office Re-
tail President Ken Wein-
stein about the Facebook 
post, and he said while 
they don’t only target “we 
buy houses” signs, all the 
signs are “posted illegally” 
and should be removed. 
He says they will continue 
removing these signs 

monthly. 
 
We posted a question in a 
Germantown Facebook 
group asking neighbors 
how they have seen preda-
tory home buying present 
in the neighborhood. The 
two most prevalent an-
swers were the signs and 
more direct solicitation, so 
we gathered information to 
help remind our neighbors 
of how you can guard 
against predatory behav-
ior. 
 
We Buy Houses signs 
These signs are wide-
spread throughout the en-
tire city of Philadelphia. 
The easiest way to guard 
your neighborhood against 
this blight is to remove 
them, as suggested by 
Weinstein, or to call 311 
and ask them to remove 
them. 
 

Solicitation 
This is a more aggressive 
form of predatory home-
buying tactics. Real estate 
professionals and whole-
salers make calls, send let-
ters, and even knock on 
doors to get residents to 
sell their homes. And more 
often than not, these prop-
erties are sold for less than 
the house’s current market 
value. 
 
Solicitation is a direct of-
fer to purchase a home or 
request that a homeowner 
list their property for sale. 
The best way to combat 
this as a residential proper-
ty owner is to add your 
name to the city’s “Do Not 
Solicit” list. Adding your 
name can prevent in-
person contact, telephone 
calls, mailings, and digital 
and written communica-
tion. You can also sign up 
for this list by calling the 

hotline at (215) 686-4500. 
If solicitation persists, you 
can also submit a com-
plaint to the Philadelphia 
Commission on Human 
Relations (PCHR). Resi-
dents can email forms 
to pchr@phila.gov. Penal-
ties can include a repri-
mand or even a $2,000 fi-
ne. And for repeated viola-
tions, the city can take of-
fenders to court and ask 
the judge for higher penal-
ties. 
 
Are you looking to sell your 
home? Know your stuff. 
Hire a real estate agent or 
professional to walk you 
through the home-selling 
steps responsibly. Again, 
you have the right to sell 
your home how you wish 
and should ask how much 
commission a realtor will 
charge. But, if you want 
the most out of your home, 
do research, seek an ap-

praisal, and see how much 
your home is going for on 
the market. 
 
Germantown United 
CDC often hosts free 
workshops on home buy-
ing, guarding against pred-
atory selling, and other 
vital topics. Stay connect-
ed with them to learn more 
about events and opportu-
nities that can enhance 
your knowledge and pro-
tect you. Contact their of-
fice at (215) 856-4303 
or info@germantownunite
dcdc.org. 
Additionally, check 
out this list from Commu-
nity Legal Services around 
homeownership scams. It 
lists some of the things we 
mentioned but also how 
they may be able to assist 
you if more issues arise. 

The new Mighty Writers Germantown location at the old Kinesics Dance 
Dynamics studio. (GIH/Rasheed Ajamu) 
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‘We are seeing the 
extension of Title 42 
that, ultimately, is 
putting people in 
crisis and in danger 
of facing persecu-
tion and violence,’ 
U.S. Sen Cory Book-
er, D-N.J., said 
 
By Ariana Figueroa 
Penn Capital-Star 
 
WASHINGTON — Nearly 
80 Democratic members of 
Congress sent a letter to the 
White House expressing 
their “great concern” that 
the Biden administration is 
walking back on its promise 
to restore migrants’ access 
to asylum. 

In the letter, they also con-
demned the administration’s 
expansion of a controversial 
policy that immediately 
turns away migrants at the 
U.S.-Mexico border, known 
as Title 42, and does not 
allow them to claim asylum. 

During a Thursday press 
conference outside the U.S. 
Capitol, New Jersey Demo-
cratic U.S. Sens. Bob 
Menendez and Cory Booker 
argued that asylum was a 
right granted by Congress. 
The administration initially 
promised to end the use of 
Title 42, a health policy put 
in place to prevent non-U.S. 

citizens from entering the 
country during a health cri-
sis such as the coronavirus 
pandemic, they said. 

“We are seeing the exten-
sion of Title 42 that, ulti-
mately, is putting people in 
crisis and in danger of fac-
ing persecution and vio-
lence,” Booker said. 

The policy has been in place 
since 2020, and more than 2 
million migrants have been 
turned away at the U.S. bor-
der, according to U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection 
data. 

The letter to President Joe 
Biden acknowledges the 
new legal pathways created 
by the Biden administration 
for Cubans, Haitians and 
Nicaraguans, modeled off 
the current parole programs 
for Venezuelans. 

But Democratic lawmakers 
expressed concern that those 
legal pathways “come at the 
expense of the legal right to 
seek asylum at the southern 
border.” 

U.S. Rep. Dwight Evans, D-
3rd District, and U.S. Rep. 
Summer Lee, D-12th Dis-
trict, were the Pennsylvania 
signatories to the letter. Lee, 
who was elected to the 
House last November, 
has called current immigra-
tion law a “broken web of 

xenophobic policies that 
seek to punish brown and 
Black people instead of 
building pathways to citi-
zenship.” 

In February 2022, Evans 
joined with scores of  Sen-
ate and House lawmakers to 
call on the White House to 
reverse Title 42. The effort, 
spearheaded by Booker, and 
U.S. Rep. Cori Bush, D-
Mo., said policies enacted 
under the former Trump ad-
ministration, including Title 
42, “circumvent our human-
itarian obligations. 

“It is essential that we re-
commit ourselves to revers-
ing anti-Black policies, in-
cluding by adopting a hu-
man-rights centered ap-
proach to supporting immi-
grants and people seeking 
asylum in the United 
States,” the lawmakers said 
in a statement at the time. 

Right to seek asylum 

The right to seek asylum 
was codified into interna-
tional law after the Holo-
caust, the mass murder of 
European Jews and other 
groups by the Nazi Germans 
before and during World 
War II. 

The U.S. passed the Refu-
gee Act of 1980, which al-
lows people fleeing persecu-
tion based on the “account 
of race, religion, nationality, 
membership in a particular 
social group, or political 
opinion,” to claim asylum 
and ensures that those seek-
ing asylum in the U.S. or at 
its border do not get sent 
back to the place they are 
facing persecution. 

In early January, the admin-
istration announced dual 
immigration strategies that 
would increase expulsions 
of migrants who attempt to 
cross the southern border, 
while also expanding oppor-
tunities for migrants from 
several countries to legally 
enter the country. 

In an attempt to limit migra-

tion at the border, the new 
policy will allow up to 
30,000 migrants each month 
from Cuba, Haiti and Nica-
ragua who have U.S.-based 
financial sponsors and have 
passed a background check 
to enter the country legally 
and would allow them to 
work temporarily for two 
years. 

However, if migrants do not 
follow the new procedures 
and try to cross the border 
without authorization, they 
will be immediately ex-
pelled to Mexico. 

“We are therefore distressed 
by the deeply inconsistent 
choice to expand restrictions 
on asylum seekers after 
your administration deter-
mined it was no longer nec-
essary for public health,” 
members of Congress said 
in the letter. 

Democratic Rep. Cori Bush 
of Missouri also criticized 
the administration for em-
ploying Title 42, arguing 
that she doesn’t believe the 
administration is using it to 
prevent COVID-19. 

Humanitarian crisis 

Freshman Democratic Rep. 
Greg Casar of Texas, the 
House Progressive Caucus 
whip, said the expansion of 
Title 42 will not solve the 
humanitarian crisis at the 
border, where in his home 
state, 53 migrants, including 
five children, were found 
dead in a tractor trailer. 

He said that in his commu-
nity of San Antonio, be-
cause of the expansion of 
Title 42, fewer and fewer 
migrants are going through 
the orderly process of seek-
ing asylum at a port of en-
try. 

“Those folks that are fleeing 
disaster, that are spending 
night after night on the top 
of trains crossing hundreds 
or thousands of miles, flee-
ing for their lives, will now 
be forced to risk drowning 
in the river, to risk crossing 

in the desert or to get in the 
back of a tractor trailer,” he 
said. “It will not solve the 
humanitarian crisis. This 
decision has been driven by 
the politics of (the) extreme 
right wing.” 

Lawmakers in their letter 
also expressed concern over 
the Biden administration’s 
announcement to begin the 
rule-making process to re-
quire those seeking asylum 
to first apply for “asylum in 
a transit country, instead of 
allowing them to seek their 
legal right to asylum at our 
southern border.” 

“This, in effect, is a transit 
ban,” they wrote. 

Menendez, who chairs the 
Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations, urged Biden 
to not go through with that 
proposal, and instead con-
tinue to fight in the courts to 
end Title 42 and work with 
Congress on immigration 
reform. 

“The administration also 
cannot have it both ways 
when they claim to be com-
mitted to restoring access to 
asylum, and then they cal-
lously block access to asy-
lum and posing a transit ban 
policy that forces migrants 
to first seek humanitarian 
protection in a third coun-
try,” Menendez said. 

A district court judge struck 
down the use of Title 42 in 
November, but a month lat-
er the U.S. Supreme Court 
decided to keep the policy 
in place until the justices 
can review whether the pan-
demic-era program should 
be lifted or continue. 

The court is expected to 
hear oral arguments on the 
case in February. 

Capital-Star Editor John 
L. Micek contributed ad-
ditional reporting.  

U.S. Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., speaks at a U.S. Capitol press confer-
ence on the Title 42 immigration policy, Jan. 26, 2023. (Capital-Star 
photo by Ariana Figueroa).  
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