




Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change 

without notice. 



By EJ Holt, Editor 
 
Welcome to another edition 
of the Up and Coming Up-
towners. If you are new to 
these articles, I feature local 
business owners, artists, 
musicians, coaches, teachers 
that the people need to be 
aware of. I dive into some 
questions to really get to 
know them and their busi-
ness, then they tell me and 
of course you, their story. 
This time around I have two 
men knee deep in the crea-
tive industry.  Actor/
director/filmmaker Tai 
Birch and Artist Kyle Lew-
is. Here's their story: 
 
Tai Birch: 
 
Q: First off introduce your-
self to the folks that may not 
be familiar with you and 
your work. 
 
A: My name is Tai Birch. 
Award winning Actor, writ-
er, director and filmmaker. 
I’ve won awards both in 
front of as an actor and be-
hind that camera as a direc-
tor and director of photog-
raphy. I’ve been in the busi-
ness for over thirteen years 
and I recently graduated 
from Full Sail University 
with my Bachelor’s degree 
in Digital Cinematography, 
July 2023. Before then, I 
teamed up with two other 
dope filmmakers and we 
made an award winning 

film called Betrayed about 
the shooting death of my 
19yr old son that’s on Tubi.  
 
Q: How did you get started 
in the film industry? 
 
A: I started off as an actor 
and landed a couple of act-
ing roles, one of which 
landed me the Best Support-
ing Actor in the film Boston 
to Philly on Amazon Prime, 
in which I was also one of 
the camera men. Although I 
still have the itch for acting, 
I felt that filmmaking be-
came more important to 
me.  
 
Q: When did you know that 
the entertainment industry 
was the route you wanted to 
take? 
 
A: I have always been an 
entertainer. I’ve been a bar-
ber since I was 12 and 
worked professionally in a 
salon for over 22 years. I 
find myself entertaining 
people all the time. So I fig-
ured why not get paid for 
something I love doing. 
Plus I’m an artist and I want 
the world to see what I’m 
capable of.  
 
Q: From acting to cinema-
tography to directing....how 
was the adjustment going 
through the different aspects 
of filmmaking? What did 
you learn? 
 

A: one of the most hum-
bling things that I learned 
was that not every set is my 
set. Sometimes I have to 
step back and watch others 
work. Not trying to overstep 
any boundaries, but I’ve 
learned a lot over the years 
and I love to help people 
work smarter not harder. I 
learned very quickly that 
everyone in this business 
that says “I do this,” don’t 
really do this. Not a lot of 
people want to take the time 
to learn the craft. They want 
it fast and now. And it’s not 
always the answer.  
 
Q: What's your WHY? 
What is it about this busi-
ness that drives you? 
 
A: My why is two things. 
One being my children, my 
family. I want to be able to 
provide for us like never 
before and this business has 
the capital and ability to do 
that. Secondly, my why is 
because I have the ability to 
tell stories that are thought 
provoking. I love to tell sto-
ries that make people think 
and use their minds. In thea-
ter you feel the energy from 
the crowd live while per-
forming on stage. In film 
you only get the crowd re-
action maybe one or two 
good times from a screening 
or two. But over all I love 
the feedback.  
 
Q: What is the best movie 
set you've worked on so far? 
 
A: there are actually a few. 
Creed 1 & 2 where I learned 
a lot from watching two dif-
ferent A list directors. Bos-
ton to Philly, my own film 
Betrayed which was ex-
tremely emotionally diffi-
cult to get through. Split and 
probably my #1 is Dispatch-
es from Elsewhere because I 
got bumped up from extra 
to 1st team and for needing 
vouchers to signing a con-
tract that made me SAG be-
cause I had speaking lines. 
Not only did I have speak-
ing lines, the director let me 
make up my own lines. That 
was an honor and I will nev-
er forget that.  

 
Q: What is the worst movie 
set you've worked on so far 
and why? 
 
A: I won’t mention any 
names. Let’s just say there 
are too many to recall.  
 
I’ve been on way too many 
unprofessional sets where 
the director did not know 
what they were doing. I try 
to run a pretty efficient set 
and make people feel com-
fortable enough to want to 
work with me again. I don’t 
care for sets that Patr out of 
order and refuse help when 
it’s offered.  
 
Q: What advice do you have 
for anybody aspiring to 
work in the film industry? 
 
A: simple, Learn your craft 
and be humble. If you learn 
your craft, no one can take 
advantage of you. And if 
you’re humble, you can 
land a lot more work rather 
than being an arrogant… 
 
 
Q: What makes your style 
of storytelling stand out 
from others? 
 
A: I’ve been compared to 
directors and storytellers 
such as John Singleton, 
Spike Lee, and the ever leg-
endary Alfred Hitchcock. 
And rightfully so because 
they are among my top 5 
along with Antione Fuqua 
and J. J. Abrams. So I stud-
ied them and what made 
them successful. I mixed all 
of them together and came 
out with something rather 
unique.  
 
Q: Where do you see your-
self in the next 2 years? 
 
A: still making quality films 
that make people want to 
watch over and over. And 
living in my dream home of 
course.  
 
Q: What projects do you 
have coming that the people 
should look out for? 
 
A: I’m currently working on 

my  new feature film called 
“Echoes Within.” It’s an 
expansion of my previous 
short film called “The Hyp-
notist” that won me the 
course director’s award 
while I was at Full Sail Uni-
versity.  
 
Q: How can the people con-
tact you and where can they 
find your work? 
 
A: Google Tai Birch and my 
IMBD will pop up along 
with all my social media 
accounts with every other 
film that I’ve ever been in-
volved in.  
 
Follow me on IG:  
 
Echoes Within & Official-
TaiBirch  
 
Facebook: Tai Birch 
 
Email: Directortaibirch@g
mail.com 
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By EJ Holt, Editor 
 
Q: So First off introduce 
yourself to the people. What 
services do you provide?  
 
A: Hello all, my name is 
Kyle Lewis and I make cus-
tom collages.  
 
These collages include 
Family & Wedding Collag-
es, to Music, Restaurants, 
Cartoons shows and Kids 
Posters just to name a few.  
  
My work isn’t limited and I 
can do just about anything 
with the pictures I receive 

from customers.  
 
What makes my work so 
special is that I actually take 
the time to talk with my 
customers on the phone to 
ensure a great understand-
ing on what exactly it is 
they want.  
 
More than often my custom-
ers let me freestyle and trust 
my work to do what I feel is 
best based off the pictures 
they give me.  
 
I have 3 different sizes from 
20x30 16x20 and 8x10.  
 
Q: How do you make your 
collages? Do you use any 
apps or are they hand paint-
ed?  
 
A: I Have numerous apps 
that I use to clean up the 
photos that can turn black 
and white Pictures to col-
or  and in addition to fixing 
older photos  
 
Q: How many collages have 
you done? Have you done 
any work for someone a 

regular person would recog-
nize?  
 
A: I started making these 
collages about a year ago, 
roughly last August I would 
say.  My first picture was 
for my father for Father’s 
Day.  
 
When I gave it to my father 
and he posted it on Face-
book it became an instant 
hit!  
 
All his friends were im-
pressed with it on there and 
everyone asked him where 
it came from.  
 
To this day I have made 
over 460 pictures for cus-
tomers. From Pats and 
Gino’s Steaks, Steve Prince 
of Steaks, Rapper Gillie da 
Kid and other local art-
ist   to Patty Jackson, Anto-
nio Brown and many others  
 
Q: Was artwork always a 
passion or hobby for you? 
Why did you decide to 
make this your business 
venture? How did you go 

about starting? 
 
A: I’ve always had a  loved 
for art and feel like pictures 
speak a thousand words. I 
love the picture I create for 
people and how it makes 
them feel when they receive 
my final product I give to 
them.  
 
Other then my pictures I 
work full time at a Hospital 
and I also Cater (food) my 
food I.G page is below: 
Cookin_somthin 
 
Ive been cooking over 10 
years.  
 
After the exposure I re-
ceived from my fathers post 
on Facebook my passion for 
picture making grew with 
all the business I received. 
Looking at everyone’s faci-
al expressions and kind 
words from my work made 
it all that much more satis-
fying for me.  
 
Q: How do you plan on 
growing your business? 
Would you consider ex-

panding to clothing? 
 
Yes, I actually very interest-
ed in getting my art working 
on to clothing. Many of my 
clients asked could I print 
these collages on t shirts.  
 
Q: Your IG name is 
live_inlivingcolor.....what 
was the thought process 
when you chose the name? 
 
The name came from turn-
ing old black and whites 
pictures to color I thought it 
was catchy lol I make a pic-
ture Come alive. 
 
Q: Tell the people how they 
can contact you, and where 
they can view your work. 
 
A: Please contact me 
through my Instagram page 
@Live_livingcolor and Fa-
cebook Chow Beata Lewis 
and Tik tok 
 
 



More than 
177,000 WIC 
recipients in 
Pennsylvania 
could lose 
their benefits. 

By Ariana Figueroa 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 

WASHINGTON — As 
Congress barrels toward a 
partial government shut-
down, the White House 
Monday warned that a pro-
gram that helps millions of 
low income families afford 
healthy food could see sub-
stantial cuts. 

The White House released 
a state-by-state breakdown, 
estimating that nearly 7 mil-
lion people who rely on the 

Special Supplemental Nutri-
tion Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children, also 
known as WIC, could be at 
risk of losing funds to pur-
chase select food and re-
ceive vouchers for vegeta-
bles and fruit. 

The program provides fi-
nancial support for those 
who are low income and 
pregnant or nursing, as well 
as for children up to 5 years 
old. 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack said during a 
Monday White House brief-
ing that WIC recipients 
could feel the impact of the 
shutdown within days. 

“Millions of those moms, 
(babies) and young children 
would see a lack of nutrition 
assistance,” he said. 

Vilsack, Iowa’s former gov-
ernor, said some states have 
leftover WIC benefits and 

“could extend (WIC) for a 
week or so.” 

“The vast majority of WIC 
participants would see an 
immediate reduction and 
elimination of those bene-
fits, which means the nutri-
tion assistance that’s provid-
ed would not be available,” 
he said. 

For example, in Alabama, 
about 112,000 WIC recipi-
ents could lose their bene-
fits, and in Florida, more 
than 421,000 as well. In 
Michigan, more than 
207,000 recipients could 
lose their WIC benefits and 
in North Carolina, it’s more 
than 268,000 WIC recipi-
ents. And in Pennsylvania, 
the number is over 177,000. 

“Without the urgent invest-
ment of additional funds, 
state WIC offices could 
soon be forced to consider 
waiting lists for prospective 
participants — a drastic step 

not seen in nearly 30 years,” 
Kate Franken, board chair 
of the National WIC Asso-
ciation, which is the non-
profit advocacy arm of 
WIC, said in a statement. 

The impending shutdown 
comes after President Joe 
Biden made a deal with Re-
publican House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy earlier this 
year to raise the debt ceil-
ing. That deal set maximum 
spending levels for the next 
fiscal year. 

However, none of the 12 
appropriations bills has been 
passed by the House, and a 
handful of far-right Republi-
cans are pushing for steeper 
cuts, even if it means a par-
tial government shutdown. 

“House Republicans have 
turned their backs on the 
bipartisan budget deal that a 
large majority of them voted 
for just a few months ago 
and proposed a continuing 

resolution (CR) that makes 
devastating cuts to programs 
that millions of hardwork-
ing Americans count on,” 
the White House said in a 
press release. 

A continuing resolution, or 
CR, is regularly used to 
keep the government funded 
for weeks or a couple of 
months while the House and 
Senate finish work on the 12 
annual spending bills. 

Without a CR by Saturday, 
the end of the fiscal year, a 
partial shutdown will occur 
and programs that have dis-
cretionary funding, like 
WIC, will lapse. 

Funding for WIC is not 
mandatory spending, mean-
ing the program won’t be 
automatically funded re-
gardless of a government 
shutdown. It’s funded 
through the Agriculture ap-
propriations bill, which has 
not been passed by Con-
gress. 

The White House criticized 
the Agriculture appropria-
tions bill the House passed 
out of its committee that did 
not include the supple-
mental funding the Biden 
administration requested. 

“Without the Administra-
tion’s funding request, 
states could soon be forced 
to institute waiting lists for 
WIC, causing mothers and 
children to lose access to the 
vital nutrition assistance,” 
the White House said. 

WIC funding is distributed 
by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Food and Nu-
trition Service to states 
through a formula. The 
share of eligible people who 
participate in WIC can vary 
between states — for exam-
ple California, Massachu-
setts, and Minnesota, have a 
coverage rate for WIC by 
over 60%. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/09/25/extreme-house-republicans-chaos-is-marching-america-toward-a-shutdown-that-would-jeopardize-vital-nutrition-assistance-for-nearly-7-million-vulnerable-moms-and-young-children/
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2023/05/31/u-s-house-approves-debt-limit-package-sending-it-to-senate-with-just-days-until-default-deadline/
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2023/05/31/debt-limit-deal-hits-turbulence-in-congress-as-leaders-prep-for-vote/
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2023/09/21/shutdown-inches-closer-as-u-s-house-gop-fails-to-pass-defense-bill-lawmakers-exit-d-c/
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2023/09/21/shutdown-inches-closer-as-u-s-house-gop-fails-to-pass-defense-bill-lawmakers-exit-d-c/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/eligibility-and-program-reach-estimates-2020
https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/eligibility-and-program-reach-estimates-2020


Closed prima-
ries keep too 
many people 
out of a cru-
cial part of the 
process. 
 
By Kim Lyons 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 

Pennsylvania’s closed pri-
maries keep most voters out 
of a key part of the decision
-making process, namely 
which candidates will ap-

pear on the general election 
ballot. 

It’s time for that to change.  

By the time the general 
election rolls around, the 
candidates have been cho-
sen by party die-hards, and 
those who are undecided or 
independent are forced to 
pick between candidates 
who may not have been 
their first, or second, or 
even third choice.  

This is how we end up with 
the extreme views from 
both parties dominating the 
conversation, while those in 
the middle– who may in fact 
align with the party’s more 

outspoken members on a 
given issue– continue to feel 
unheard and disregarded. 
Independent voters’ taxes 
help pay for all the costs 
involved with handling pri-
mary elections, yet they’re 
shut out from participating. 

Without competitive prima-
ries, the politicians with the 
most money and name 
recognition typically coast 
to easy victories, and in 
many cases, actually strayed 
far from their party’s mid-
dle. That’s started to change 
thanks to the Herculean ef-
forts of millennial and Gen-
Z activists who do the kind 
of campaigning that takes 
no vote for granted.  

We can see this in Alleghe-
ny County, 
where progressives’ relent-
less get-out-the-vote ef-
forts have unseated long-
time incumbents and in-
volved younger voters in the 
process at unprecedented 
rates, despite the hand-
wringing from some who 
prefer the status quo. 

According to Ballot PA, 
there are more than 1 mil-
lion independent voters in 
Pennsylvania, the fastest 
growing group of voters in 
the commonwealth– and the 
country, according to Gal-
lup. This, while member-
ship in both the GOP and 
Democratic parties has re-
mained relatively flat in the 

most recent elections. 
And half of veterans choose 
to register as independents; 
to leave them out of the pri-
mary process feels particu-
larly wrong.  

The arguments against 
opening Pennsylvania’s pri-
maries cite practical con-
cerns: More ballots would 
have to be ordered, a new 
way of handling mail-in bal-
lots may have to be devised, 
and it could create some 
confusion for local elections 
offices. To be sure, any 
change to the primary sys-
tem would have to take into 
consideration the people on 
the front lines at the polls, 
who do the often thankless 
work of making sure every-
one who comes in to cast a 
ballot is able to do so. 

There’s also some conflict-
ing data about whether 
opening primaries to unaf-
filiated or independent vot-
ers would actually increase 
voter turnout. If it does, 
that’s a bonus; voter turnout 
is still woefully low, not just 
in Pennsylvania but across 
the U.S. But even if it only 
results in a small uptick in 
turnout, opening primaries 
would give more people an 
opportunity to vote. It will 
be up to the voters whether 
to act on it.  

Thirty states have chosen to 
include unaffiliated voters 
in their primary elections in 
some form or fashion. It’s 
time for Pennsylvania to 
join them, and ensure every 
voter has equal access to 
participate in our democra-
cy.  

https://www.penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/in-w-pa-a-progressive-wave-washed-away-the-competition-how-they-did-it-and-what-it-means/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/in-w-pa-a-progressive-wave-washed-away-the-competition-how-they-did-it-and-what-it-means/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/in-w-pa-a-progressive-wave-washed-away-the-competition-how-they-did-it-and-what-it-means/
https://pittsburghquarterly.com/articles/the-broken-politics-of-allegheny-county/
https://pittsburghquarterly.com/articles/the-broken-politics-of-allegheny-county/
https://seventy.org/issues-index/open-primaries-issue
https://news.gallup.com/poll/388781/political-party-preferences-shifted-greatly-during-2021.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/388781/political-party-preferences-shifted-greatly-during-2021.aspx
https://www.ballotpa.org/vets
https://www.penncapital-star.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/demoday-logo.png


By Amanda Hernandez 

Pennsylvania Capital Star 

 

In response to growing pub-

lic concern over crime, cit-

ies and counties throughout 

the United States are return-

ing to a familiar tool: cur-

fews for young people. 

Proponents argue curfews 

curb crime and protect 

youth by keeping them off 

the streets. But research 

suggests curfews are inef-

fective, and some juvenile 

justice advocates and ex-

perts warn of unintended 

consequences such as in-

creased racial profiling, and 

strained relationships be-

tween police and teens. 

More than a dozen cities 

and counties have reinstated 

or enforced juvenile curfews 

this year, including Wash-

ington, D.C.; Memphis, 

Tennessee; New Smyrna 

Beach, Florida; Sea Isle 

City, New Jersey; and Ful-

ton County, Georgia. Phila-

delphia and Chicago made 

their curfews permanent last 

year. 

 

Vicksburg, Mississippi, re-

cently reinstated its curfew 

following a shooting in Jan-

uary that killed a 13-year-

old and left two others in-

jured. The city also has im-

plemented a community po-

licing program and allocated 

$200,000 in funding for a 

center where children and 

their families can receive 

mentoring, tutoring and 

mental health support. 

“If you limit the opportunity 

for youth to be out at 11 

o’clock, 12 o’clock, one 

o’clock and two o’clock in 

the morning, you limit and 

control that exposure, and 

then you put it back where it 

ought to be — in the home,” 

Vicksburg Mayor George 

Flaggs Jr. told Stateline. 

“I’m a stern believer that 

you can’t be too punitive. 

… You have to deal with it 

from a holistic point of view 

and that is, include the fami-

ly, the school and the com-

munity.” 

 

Both he and police Chief 

Penny Jones said crime 

rates in the community have 

decreased since the curfew 

started. 

 

“Kids will get use [sic] to it 

and it will become the 

norm. We just want to be 

sure our youth are safe,” 

Jones wrote in an email. 

But some elected officials 

moved in the other direc-

tion. In June, Texas Repub-

lican Gov. Greg Abbott 

signed into law a statewide 

ban on curfews that prohib-

its both cities and counties 

from implementing them. 

The ban will take effect in 

September. 

Texas state Rep. David 

Cook, a Republican who 

wrote the bill, said he hopes 

to see “a better relationship 

between juveniles and law 

enforcement agencies” as a 

result of the statewide ban 

on curfews. Cook also 

raised concerns that curfews 

could violate constitutional 

rights. 

 

“There’s a lot that we can 

do as a state to improve the 

juvenile system,” Cook said 

in an interview with State-

line. “The more that we can 

have community-based pro-

grams, the better 

off juveniles are going to be 

with regard to trying to re-

form their behavior for a 

better future.” 

 

The District of Columbia is 

one of the latest cities to 

enforce a juvenile curfew. 

The city’s curfew targets 

seven specific areas and 

prohibits those under the 

age of 17 from being out-

doors past 11 p.m. on week-

days and midnight on week-

ends. Minors who violate 

the curfew will be taken to 

the Department of Youth 

Rehabilitation Services, 

where they will be reunited 

with their families and pro-

vided with rehabilitative 

services and support. 

“Our goal isn’t to arrest our 

young people, but we want 

to ensure the safety of our 

youth here in the District of 

Columbia,” said Pamela 

Smith, the city’s police 

chief, during a news confer-

ence this month. 

Some cities, includ-

ing Baltimore and Atlanta, 

likewise are changing how 

they handle curfews — opt-

ing to reduce or eliminate 

fines and other penalties and 

instead provide violators 

with educational and com-

munity-based programs, 

such as counseling, mentor-

ing and recreational activi-

ties. In other jurisdictions, 

parents and guardians can 

still receive fines or even go 

to jail if their kids violate 

curfew. 

 

ARE CURFEWS EFFEC-
TIVE? 
In 1996, President Bill Clin-

ton called on cities and 

towns to impose nightly 

curfews on teenagers. To-

day more than 400 towns, 

cities and counties have en-

acted youth curfew laws, 

according to the National 

Youth Rights Association. 

But U.S. juvenile curfews 

are “ineffective at reducing 

crime and victimization,” 

according to a re-

view summarizing the find-

ings of 12 studies that was 

published in 2016 by the 

Campbell Collaboration, an 

international social science 

research network. The re-

view also found a slight in-

crease in crime during cur-

few hours and no effect on 

non-curfew hours. 

 

A paper published in 2014 

by the Social Science Re-

search Network measured 

the effect of the District of 

Columbia’s juvenile cur-

fews on gun violence by 

analyzing ShotSpotter data 

from January 2006 through 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB1819
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB1819
https://mayor.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mayormb/release_content/attachments/Mayor_Bowser_Public_Safety_Situational_Update_08-17-23-reduced.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnqVLIKLGdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnqVLIKLGdE
https://monse.baltimorecity.gov/curfew
https://atlantacityga.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?Frame=None&MeetingID=3752&MediaPosition=6950.245&ID=32832&CssClass=
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/05/31/us/politics-juvenile-curfews-clinton-backs-plan-to-deter-youthful-violence.html#:~:text=Keeping%20up%20his%20tough%2Dlove,violence%20and%20promote%20family%20stability.
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/05/31/us/politics-juvenile-curfews-clinton-backs-plan-to-deter-youthful-violence.html#:~:text=Keeping%20up%20his%20tough%2Dlove,violence%20and%20promote%20family%20stability.
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/05/31/us/politics-juvenile-curfews-clinton-backs-plan-to-deter-youthful-violence.html#:~:text=Keeping%20up%20his%20tough%2Dlove,violence%20and%20promote%20family%20stability.
https://www.youthrights.org/issues/curfew/curfew-laws/
https://www.youthrights.org/issues/curfew/curfew-laws/
https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/better-evidence/juvenile-curfew-effects-on-behaviour.html
https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/better-evidence/juvenile-curfew-effects-on-behaviour.html
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2486903
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2486903
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2486903


June 2013. The authors 

found that gunfire incidents 

increased by 150% when 

the curfew was in effect. 

The authors also suggested 

that curfews keep bystand-

ers and witnesses from the 

streets, reducing their deter-

rent effects on crime. 

But some local officials 

have said curfew enforce-

ment led to a decrease in 

crime within their jurisdic-

tions. 

In Prince George’s County, 

Maryland, where local lead-

ers enforced a juvenile cur-

few last year, officials re-

ported a 20% decrease in 

overall crime during curfew 

hours in the first month of 

enforcement. 

 

Experts also worry that cur-

fews will disproportionately 

affect young people of col-

or. 

 

Juvenile curfews may result 

in increased racial profiling, 

said William Carbone, a lec-

turer and the executive di-

rector of the Tow Youth 

Justice Institute at the Uni-

versity of New Haven. 

“I don’t have a lot of faith in 

curfews at all,” Carbone 

said in an interview with 

Stateline. “When you imple-

ment a measure, like cur-

fews, you run the risk of 

creating worse relationships 

between the youth and the 

police, and run the risk of 

profiling. … It’s just one of 

the areas where kids of col-

or are disproportionately 

disadvantaged.” 

 

“Treatments and interven-

tions, and as little contact 

with police and courts as 

possible, are very important 

ingredients in trying to pre-

vent juvenile crime,” Car-

bone said. 

Carbone asserted that diver-

sion — approaches that re-

direct youth away from the 

juvenile justice system — 

works as a proactive meas-

ure to engage and prevent 

youth crime. 

“It’s very powerful to a 

young person when they go 

into a courtroom and the 

person on the bench, for ex-

ample, wearing the long 

black robe, pounds a gavel 

and says, ‘I find you delin-

quent.’ Kids tend to inter-

nalize that and then live up 

to it,” Carbone said. 

To counter this, advocates 

suggest communities should 

prioritize comprehensive 

yearlong programs that al-

low children to engage in 

sports, cultural, arts and oth-

er social activities. 

In Maryland, the Depart-

ment of Juvenile Services in 

June launched the Safe 

Summer initiative, which 

aims to direct additional re-

sources to counties grap-

pling with higher rates of 

youth violence and create 

youth employment opportu-

nities. Connecticut lawmak-

ers passed a bill that ex-

pands diversionary pro-

grams in the state and en-

courages police to direct 

children to juvenile review 

boards instead of court pro-

ceedings. 

In Tacoma, Washington, 

city leaders launched the 

city’s first free summer 

youth program, offering rec-

reational activities such as 

basketball tournaments, vid-

eo games, art and music. 

Rather than punishing chil-

dren and their families with 

fines for curfew violations, 

communities should invest 

in social services and ad-

dress the root causes of ju-

venile delinquency, said 

Dafna Gozani, a senior poli-

cy attorney with the Nation-

al Center for Youth, a non-

profit law firm and juvenile 

justice advocacy group. 

“We see that communities 

that have access to re-

sources have the least 

amount of youth crime, and 

that’s not by coincidence,” 

Gozani said. “We also see 

that it is incredibly expen-

sive to support the carceral 

system and that’s at the ex-

pense of investing in things 

like education, health care, 

pro-social activities — all 

the things that actually pre-

vent kids from coming into 

the system.” 

Axl, a 19-year-old Ken-

tucky resident who request-

ed to be identified by only 

his first name for privacy 

reasons, found immense 

value in participating in the 

program offered by Youth 

Advocate Programs, a na-

tional nonprofit that pro-

vides community-based al-

ternatives to out-of-home 

placements. 

He said the program helped 

him develop healthy coping 

mechanisms, strengthen his 

communication skills and 

embrace his transgender 

identity. 

“I did have a lot of support 

in the program and it helped 

me learn not to be scared to 

be who I want to be. It 

showed that I can be differ-

ent and not have to blend in 

with everyone else,” Axl 

said. 

Stateline is part of States 

Newsroom, a nonprofit 

news network supported by 

grants and a coalition of 

donors as a 501c(3) public 

charity. Stateline maintains 

editorial independence. 

Contact Editor Scott S. 

Greenberger for ques-

tions: info@stateline.org. 

Follow Stateline 

on Facebook and Twitter. 
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By R.S. Broker 

2023 Summer is  basically 
over and school is back in 
session. We are now going 
into the season of giving. 
It’s the season of sales, in-
ventory checks and seeing if 
you can make yearend ex-
pectations. We all know 
2023 is a weird year, but we 
all have to make the best of 
it. From rivers drying out in 
Texas showing dinosaur 
footprints to floods in Paki-
stan and now monkey pox, 
its just an unusual time. 

Could it t actually get 
worse? Yes it can. Worst I 
ever saw in my lifetime is 
the Great Recession, but it 
wasn’t as bad as the great 
depression. After seeing all 
the damage Covid19 caused 
around the world, now cli-
mate changes worldwide, 
food shortages, and inflation 
– within these last 3 years- 
another catastrophe happen-
ing is imaginable. So there’s 
no surprise prices on any-
thing is  high.  

But you know what’s been 

steady? Its Gold and Silver. 
Quick history lesson- there 
are two metals that presi-
dential candidate William 
Bryan wanted to back the 
US Dollar, and that’s Gold 
and Silver. And eventually 
the dollar was backed by 
gold until the 1970’s, when 
President Nixon took it off 
the gold standard. That was 
when you could exchange 
your dollars for gold- main-
ly by central banks. And the 
USA held a whopping 70% 
of gold reserves. Nixon end-
ed due to a gold run (almost 
like a bank run when a bank 
is insolvent) because of US 
deficits and US inflation on 
its currency. 

Hmmmm…. Does it sound 
like the USA (and its USD) 
is going through this event 
right now? Nope. We are 
still the world reserve  cur-
rency, and the USD is about 
the same as the EUR. That’s 
because although Cares act 
back in March 2020 of $2.2 
Trillion, which was printed 
by the US Treasury,every 
other country has been hav-

ing the money printers 
working overtime. The USD 
value declined versus all the 
currencies because we add-
ed $2.2T of USD in circula-
tion, other countries been 
printing even more than 
USA which makes USD 
much stronger in 2023 than 
in 2020. Earth currency is 
more like blockchain tech-
nology because you cant 
make more gold , silver, 
copper etc. And like Ru-
dolph the Red Nosed Rein-
deer said 

“Silver and gold, silver and 
gold 

Ev'ryone wishes for silver 
and gold 

How do you measure its 
worth? 

Just by the pleasure it gives 
here on earth” 

It’s the Earths currency, and 
you should be buying into. 
One Gold or Silver bullion 
or coin or bar (if you got 
money like that) would be a 
great gift that would last a 
lifetime. Or at least, it 

would hedge against infla-
tion. All that means is that 
Gold and Silver is to protect 
the decreased purchasing 
power of your money. So if 
another stimulus is passed 
( doubt it ) then prices will 
go up once more and so will 
the price of gold and silver. 
Basically, this will be the 
gift that keeps you afloat 
financially if hell breaks 
loose on Earth. 

Whether your 20 or 60, a 

new transfer of wealth is 

upon the horizon. This isn’t 

just the USA going The 

goal is to win, not just to 

look like you’re winning. 

Most of us talk about work-

ing hard, but we never talk 

about working smart. Let’s 

start working smart and 

have a gameplan for our 

kids’ future. If you want to 

invest, please talk to your 

local bank or a financial ad-

visor. Whether your 20 or 

60, a new transfer of wealth 

is upon the horizon. This 

isn’t just the USA going 

through a change. The uni-

verse is... It won’t be easy, 

but you never know until to 

try. Oh, and don’t forget to 

follow me on IG at 

TheGetMoneyShow or 

YouTube at 

@TheGetMoneyShow. 

Email me at rawstreet-

broka@gmail.com Believe 

in yourself, believe in your 

dreams, and always remem-

ber money a’int just 

green.  We are not financial 

advisors or giving out finan-

cial recommendations. Also 

note the NFT ART/MUSIC 

coming soon. Link to invest 

in cryptocurrency  coin-

base.com/join/saunde_qw3?

src=android-link  

mailto:rawstreetbroka@gmail.com
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The red carpet premiere of 
the gritty crime drama 
"OLDHEAD" was a hit. 
The evening was filled with 
the presence of celebrity 
guests, including Freeway, 
Revive POC, Skate with Big 
Cuz, Urban X-pressions, 
and many others. 
MiKEJAY, APEX, 
CLTHEAI, and Tiner 
Yowein were also among 
the glittering array of at-
tendees. The film, starring 
hip-hop artists Anthony 
"Dappa" Samuels and Sloan 
"D4M $loan" Morgan, 

premiered on the new net-
work APEX on July 28th, 
serving as the platform's 
first feature film debut. 

 
"OLDHEAD," which began 
as a series and is now a 
movie filmed entirely in 
Philadelphia, concluded the 
story of the award-winning 
Oldhead web series. The 
plot follows a young man 
named LA, navigating a 
world of challenges while 
attempting to make the right 
choices, embattled by the 

allure of friend Kareem's 
illegal ways. 

 
The premiere left attendees 
buzzing with excitement. 
The narrative's unexpected 
twists and the remarkable 
authenticity of the storyline 
were lauded by viewers. 
The stars of the show, Sam-
uels and Morgan, received 
praise for their compelling 
portrayals of characters nav-
igating a tough neighbor-
hood. The rest of the cast 
was equally lauded, adding 

depth and complexity to 
their roles. 

 
The event also marked the 
launch of the new network 
APEX, a platform specifi-
cally designed to host con-
tent presented exclusively 
by and for music artists. We 
urge you to download the 
APEX app, available on all 
Apple and Android devices. 

 
Following the screening, the 
cast and crew hosted an en-
gaging Q&A session. At-

tendees were offered a 
deeper look into the creative 
process behind the film. In 
addition to the Q&A, a pho-
to session was held with the 
cast and crew, capturing the 
excitement of the evening. 
Attendees expressed their 
gratitude for the compli-
mentary popcorn and drinks 
provided by the event or-
ganizers. 

 
In conclusion, the event 
served as a reminder of the 
film's official release date 
on July 28th on the APEX 
network. Attendees and the 
broader public were encour-
aged to download the APEX 
app to access this original 
and music-centric content. 

 
Make sure to download the 
APEX app and join us on 
July 28th for the official re-
lease of "OLDHEAD." This 
thought-provoking drama 
promises to be an unforget-
table exploration of life in 
North Philadelphia, and you 
won't want to miss it. 

 












