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Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change 

without notice. 







By Peter Hall 
Pennsylvania Capital Star  
 
Community and faith lead-
ers spoke out Monday 
against a new law they say 
will strip Philadelphia Dis-
trict Attorney Larry Kras-
ner’s office of its authority 
to prosecute crime in much 
of the city. 

The legislation, passed in 
the House and Senate and 
signed by Gov. Josh 
Shapiro last week, allows 
the state attorney general to 
appoint a special prosecutor 
to investigate and pursue 
criminal charges for crimes 
committed on public transit 
property in Philadelphia. 

It was sponsored by state 
Sen. Wayne Langerholc (R-
Clearfield) and other con-
servative lawmakers who 
have objected to Krasner’s 
progressive criminal justice 
policies. 

“This is an opportunity to 
disenfranchise the 75% of 
Philadelphia who voted in 
the last election and the 
72% before that who voted 
in the previous election to 
say this is the person we 
wanted as our district attor-
ney,” said Rev. Chris Kim-
menez, executive director of 
Healing Communities PA 
and associate pastor for so-
cial justice at People’s Bap-
tist Church in west Philadel-
phia. 

Sen. Sharif Street (D-
Philadelphia), who opposed 
the legislation, said it can be 
construed to give the special 
prosecutor exclusive juris-
diction to prosecute any 
crime that happens within 
500 feet of a Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Transportation 
Authority (SEPTA) station. 
That would cover most of 
the populated areas of the 
city, Street said. 

“It is blatantly unconstitu-
tional and it is wrong to take 
away prosecutorial discre-
tion from the voters of Phil-
adelphia,” Street said “We 
should get to choose how 
cases are prosecuted, who 
exercises that discretion. 

The citizens of Philadelphia 
have overwhelmingly voted 
for DA Krasner.” 

Krasner and his supporters 
say the law is a continuation 
of the effort to remove him 
from office by conservative 
lawmakers who blame his 
policies of not prosecuting 
minor drug possession 
charges and low level retail 
theft for a rise in crime. 
While crime spiked during 
the pandemic, violent crime 
has declined in 2023.  

In the previous legislative 
session, the state House 
passed articles of impeach-
ment charging Krasner with 
failing to carry out the du-
ties of his office by adopting 
policies aimed at ending 
mass incarceration by em-
ploying prosecutorial dis-
cretion not to pursue minor 
offenses.  

The state Supreme Court is 
considering whether the 
Senate can continue with a 
trial on the charges since a 
new legislative session has 
started and whether the 
General Assembly has the 
authority to impeach local 
elected officials. 

“Let us understand what is 
happening here — in only 
one county in the common-
wealth of Pennsylvania — 
the biggest city, the most 
diverse city, the one that is 
overwhelmingly Democrat-
ic. In that one city, a Repub-
lican-led measure has just 
erased 155,102 votes for the 
current DA,” Krasner said 
Thursday. 

The law passed along party 
lines in the Senate in May 
but it received strong bipar-
tisan support, with a 159-44 
vote in the House last week. 
Many Philadelphia lawmak-
ers voted in opposition. 

Lauren Cristella, president 
and CEO of the Philadelph-
ia-based good government 
group Committee of Seven-
ty, said she expects Krasner 
will challenge the special 
prosecutor law as unconsti-
tutional. There are also 
many questions about how 

it can be interpreted – such 
as whether the special pros-
ecutor would have authority 
over crimes only on SEPTA 
vehicles or also at bus stops. 

Cristella also noted that the 
law is clearly directed at 
Krasner. The law expires on 
Dec. 31, 2026, the same day 
Krasner’s term ends.    

“I always question when we 
are making laws about peo-
ple instead of processes or 
systems writ large, and this 
feels very personal,” Cris-
tella said. 

Laws that nullify the choic-
es of voters are also particu-
larly harmful to democracy, 
Cristella said, adding that 
voters don’t need another 
reason to believe that their 
vote might not matter. 

“When you’re creating a set 
of rules because you don’t 
like the way that one person 
is conducting themselves in 
the office to which they 
were elected, that should be 
concerning to all Pennsylva-
nians,” she said. 

Attorney General Michelle 
Henry, a Democrat, has 30 
days from the bill’s signing 
to appoint a special prosecu-
tor, although Krasner’s of-
fice noted that Henry could 
find the law unconstitution-
al. On Monday, Philadelph-
ia City Councilmembers 
Kenyatta Johnson and Jamie 
Gauthier called on Henry to 
do so.  

The special prosecutor bill 
was part of a frenzy of 
about three dozen pieces of 
legislation that the General 
Assembly sent to Shapiro 
for his signature in its last 
session week of the year. 
Those included a number of 
Democratic legislative pri-
orities that Shapiro laid out 
in his March budget ad-
dress, such as tax credits for 
child care and an expansion 
of the state earned income 
tax credit to match the fed-
eral tax credit.  

Asked about the special 
prosecutor bill during a late 
night news conference on 

Wednesday, Shapiro said: 
“This was a package that 
was agreed to by both ma-
jority leaders and I intend to 
sign all these bills.”  

Tim Brown, organizing di-
rector at Philadelphia 
Neighborhood Networks, 
offered an assessment of the 
political deal-making that 
led House Democrats and 
Shapiro to accept the special 
prosecutor legislation.  

“The Democrats get to 
claim, of course, the tax 
credits for their constituents. 
This was a political calcula-
tion on their part, and it 
helps them avoid having 
Republicans run ads against 
them in November saying 
that they cared more about 
some guy from Philadelphia 
than he did about their own 
constituents,” Brown said. 



By EJ Holt 
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Congratulations to the PI-
AA Football Champion Im-
hotep Charter Panthers!  

On December 8th The Im-
hotep Charter Panthers de-
feated Peters Township by a 
score of 38 to 13. Panthers 
QB Mikal Davis threw for 
184 yards and 1 Touchdown 

on 8 for 12 passing. Rush-
ing the ball Davis added 66 
yards and 3 additional 
touchdowns. 
 
RB Jabree Wilson-Coleman 
had a big game. Wilson-
Coleman exploded for a 68 
yard run en route to 28 car-
ries for 212 yards and 1 
touchdown. WR Johann 
Henningan led the receivers 
with 82 yards receiving on 3 
catches including a 50 yard 
catch and run where he 
caught a slant route from 
the slot and shrugged off 
multiple tackles on the way 
to the end zone. WR Nile 
Brown contributed his own 
bomb with a 63 yard catch. 
On that play the Peters 
Township defense fooled. 
All 11 players on defense 
got so caught up in the jet 
sweep motion in the back-
field, that they didn't notice 
Brown streaking past the 
coverage. He took the wide 
open pass into the red zone 
with ease. 
 
Junior Zahir Mathis led the 
team in total tackles with 
10. He leads the team on the 
season averaging 5 tackles 
per game. 

 
Senior Jahsear Whittington 
followed up with 9 tackles. 
Of those 9, 3 tackles came 
behind the line of scrim-
mage. He leads the team 
with 13 sacks on the year. 
As most seasons in football 
are a development and evo-
lution of a team. Imhotep 
Charter in the 2023/2024 
season put together an exhi-
bition of dominance. The 
first 2 games of the season 
were against Life Christian 
Academy and Haverford 
School. Imhotep won those 
2 games by a combined 
score of 122-0. In a domi-
nant stretch of 5 games, Im-
hotep Charter beat the likes 
of, Bartram, Northeast, 
Olney, Gratz and Ben 
Franklin by a combined 
score of.....you ready for 
this?.......258 - 0.  
 
That's five straight weeks 
no team has been able to 
score a single point on Im-
hotep Charter. 
 
The first playoff game start-
ed with Benjamin Franklin 
High School, which Imho-
tep cruised to a 58-0 victo-
ry. The next playoff game 

against Roman Catholic was 
the closest of the season 

with the Panthers managing 
a 4 point win, 30-26. After 
that, the Panthers won 
against Delaware Valley 
and Strath Haven convinc-
ingly on their way to their 
championship game win 
over Peters Township. 
 
 
In other news: 
 
The Imhotep Charter Boys 
Varsity basketball team has 
started 2-0 with wins over 
St. Joseph's Prep and Over-
brook. 
 
The Imhotep Varsity girls 
team won their first game of 
the season on December 6th 
against Parkway Northwest 
and currently sit at 1-3 on 
the season. 
 
The Martin Luther King 
Cougars started off the sea-
son 1-1 with a win against 
Strawberry Mansion and a 
loss versus Sayre. Stay 
tuned for continuous up-
dates on your local high 
school sports here at Up-
town Standard! 
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Mayor-elect Cherelle Parker spoke to news media before she cast her ballot for Democrats on Election 
Day in Philadelphia on Nov. 7, 2023. (Kristen Mosbrucker-Garza/WHYY)  



By John Cole 
Pennsylvania Capital Star  
 
The Pennsylvania Demo-
cratic Party endorsed state 
Rep. Malcolm Kenyatta (D-
Philadelphia) for auditor 
general at its final state 
committee meeting before 
the pivotal 2024 election 
year. State Rep. Ryan Biz-
zarro (D-Erie) won the en-
dorsement for state treasur-
er.  
 
Kenyatta is the first openly 
gay Black man to be en-
dorsed by the Pennsylvania 
Democratic Party for a 
statewide office.  
He received 307 votes, 
while Lehigh County Con-
troller Mark Pins-
ley received 31 votes.  
Bizzarro also cleared the 
two-thirds threshold needed 
for the endorsement 
over Erin McClelland, a for-
mer small business owner 
from Allegheny County,. 
Bizzarro and Kenyatta, law-
makers serving in the state 
House from opposite ends 
of the commonwealth, both 
won the party endorsement 
on the first ballot. 
 
“It matters who your auditor 
general is,” Kenyatta said in 
a speech after winning the 
endorsement. “It matters 
because this is the one of-
fice in government that’s 
focused 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week on finding 
problems and bringing peo-

ple together to fix it.”  
He touted a message of uni-
ty going forward. “I hope 
that we can come together 
sooner rather than later be-
cause it’s going to put us in 
a stronger position to win,” 
Kenyatta told the Capital-
Star following his endorse-
ment.  
 
Kenyatta is one of three 
Democrats running for audi-
tor general; in addition to 
Pinsley, former state House 
Speaker Rep. Mark Roz-
zi (D-Berks) is also in the 
race. 
 
Rozzi was not present at the 
meeting and was not nomi-
nated during the endorse-
ment vote. He did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment from the 
Capital-Star. 
 
“I’ve always been a unify-
ing candidate,” Bizzarro 
said in an interview with the 
Capital-Star following his 
endorsement. He added that 
he would have dropped out 
of the race if he had not 
been endorsed, and said that 
he’s happy to work with 
McClelland moving for-
ward. 
 
According to Bizzarro’s 
campaign, should he win the 
office, he would be the first 
statewide office holder from 
Erie County since Gov. 
Tom Ridge. 
 
The winner of the Demo-
cratic Party primary for Au-
ditor General will likely 
face Tim DeFoor, the Re-
publican incumbent who 
appears to have a clear path 
to his party’s nomination. 
The winner of the Demo-
cratic Party nomination for 
Treasurer will most likely 
take on Republican incum-
bent Stacy Garrity.  
 
DeFoor and Garrity were 
both endorsed by the Penn-
sylvania Republican Par-
ty earlier this year.  
No attorney general en-
dorsement 
None of the five candidates 
for attorney general earned 
enough votes to receive the 
party endorsement.  

 
The five candidates present 
were former Pennsylvania 
Auditor General Eugene 
DePasquale, Delaware 
County District Attor-
ney Jack Stollsteimer,  state 
Rep. Jared Solomon (D-
Philadelphia), former Bucks 
County solicitor and federal 
prosecutor Joe Khan, and 
former Philadelphia Chief 
Public Defender Keir Brad-
ford-Grey. 
 
On the first ballot, DePas-
quale led the way with 132 
votes, followed by Bradford
-Grey with 73 votes, Khan 
with 61 votes, Stollsteimer 
with 50 votes, and Solomon 
with 17 votes.  
 
Solomon and Stollsteimer 
did not receive enough 
votes to advance to the sec-
ond round of voting.  
DePasquale also led the way 
on the second ballot, secur-
ing 164 votes, but falling 
short of the two-thirds need-
ed to win the state party en-
dorsement. Khan won 75 
votes on the second ballot, 
while Bradford-Grey won 
74 votes. 
 
The 2024 race for attorney 
general is slated to be the 
only 2024 race in Pennsyl-
vania with no incumbent on 
the ballot. Pennsylvania At-
torney General Michele 
Henry, who was appointed 
by Gov. Josh Shapiro to fin-
ish out his term when he 
was elected governor, is not 
seeking reelection in 2024. 
Like the Pennsylvania Dem-
ocratic Party, Attorney Gen-
eral is the only statewide 
race that the Pennsylvania 
Republican Party did not 
endorse a candidate in, alt-
hough that may change 
soon.  
 
According to 
the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
the Pennsylvania Republi-
can Party will hold a virtual 
meeting on Jan. 22 to en-
dorse a candidate for attor-
ney general, with York 
County District Attorney 
Dave Sunday viewed as the 
frontrunner.  
Sunday, former Delaware 
County District Attor-

ney Kat Copeland, and state 
Rep. Craig Williams (R-
Delaware), are all vying for 
the Republican Party nomi-
nation for attorney general. 
The Pennsylvania Demo-
cratic Party did provide two 
unanimous endorsements on 
Saturday, for  President Joe 
Biden and U.S. Sen. Bob 
Casey.  
 
Casey said that it was cur-
rently a “very difficult time 
for the country,” and that 
workers’ and women’s 
rights are under threat. He 
also vowed to hold compa-
nies accountable for 
“greedflation” and spoke 
about the need for the U.S. 
Senate to pass legislation to 
make it more difficult for 
fentanyl to enter the United 
States.  
 
Casey, who is seeking his 
fourth term in the U.S. Sen-
ate in 2024, will likely face 
Republican Dave McCor-
mick, who has the Pennsyl-
vania Republican Party en-
dorsement.  
 
While the state party paint-
ed an overall picture of uni-
ty, a proposed resolution on 
school vouchers showed the 
party isn’t totally united.  
First reported by 
the Philadelphia Inquirer on 
Friday, the Pennsylvania 
Democratic State Commit-
tee was expected to approve 
a resolution “in opposition 
to private school vouchers,” 
during the weekend’s meet-
ing in Harrisburg.  
But during a reading of the 
Rules Committee report, 
chairman Micah Mahjoubi-
an announced that during a 
meeting the day prior, the 
committee had voted to ta-
ble the vote on the resolu-
tion. 
 
Mahjoubian said that Penn-
sylvania Democratic Party 
Chair Sharif Street asked 
the committee to table the 
resolution after he received 
calls from the White House 
and the Democratic Nation-
al Committee expressing 
concerns about appearing 
divided on the matter.  
 

There was a back and forth 
on the floor of the meeting 
between Chuck Pascal, 
Armstrong County Demo-
cratic Party Chair, who is 
one of two sponsors of the 
resolution, and Chairman 
Street. 
 
Pascal made a motion dur-
ing the state committee 
meeting on Saturday to vote 
on the resolution, but did 
not have the two-thirds ma-
jority needed on the floor 
for it to be voted upon, ac-
cording to a ruling from the 
chair.  
 
Pascal said that the resolu-
tion opposing school vouch-
ers would be consistent with 
the national Democratic 
Party and is in support of 
the Democratic lawmakers 
in the state House who shot 
down a school voucher pro-
posal in the latest budget 
negotiations.  
“This resolution is con-
sistent with and does not 
cause disunity in the party,” 
Pascal said. “We are con-
sistent with a national plat-
form that says Democrats 
oppose the private school 
voucher system.”  
 
Gov. Josh Shapiro has said 
he supports school vouch-
ers, but delivered a line-item 
veto on it during the latest 
budget in the summer. How-
ever, Shapiro has remained 
vocal that he would like to 
pass a school voucher pro-
gram in Pennsylvania.  
“We are independently 
elected to represent the 
Democrats in our counties,” 
Pascal said in an interview 
with reporters prior to the 
meeting. “We’re not here to 
have a slavish agreement 
with any elected official.” 

State Rep. Malcolm Kenyatta, 
D-Philadelphia, speaks during 
a news conference at the 
state Capitol in Harrisburg, 
Pa., on Thursday, March 9, 
2023 (Capital-Star photo).  



By Peter Hall 
Pennsylvania Capital Star  
 
The Pennsylvania Legisla-
ture made history in 2023, 
shattering glass ceilings and 
flipping control of the state 
House for the first time in 
more than a decade. 
But with Democrats holding 
a “humble majority,” of 102
-101 in the House and Re-
publicans continuing their 
nearly 30-year hegemony in 
the Senate, lawmakers en-
countered partisan discord 
at nearly every turn of the 
legislative process. 
 
Legislation with bipartisan 
appeal, such as the long-
running effort to give sexual 
abuse survivors legal relief, 
foundered as the priorities 
of House Democrats and 
Senate Republicans clashed. 
Gov. Josh Shapiro’s first 

state budget was delayed 
nearly six months when a 
deal with Senate GOP lead-
ers to include a school 
voucher program collapsed 
under opposition from 
House Democrats. 
 
But in the final session 
week of the year, Shapiro 
brokered a deal with the di-
vided Legislature to com-
plete the budget and pass 
priorities for both sides, in-
cluding expansions of the 
private school scholarship 
program and the state 
earned income tax credit. 
Here, in no particular order, 
are the top news stories 
from the Legislature this 
year.  
 
Sen. Kim Ward becomes 
the first woman senate 
president pro tempore 
 

Three years ago, Sen. Kim 
Ward (R-Westmoreland) 
was part of a historic ascen-
sion of women to the role of 
floor leaders for the first 
time in the General Assem-
bly’s 244-year history. 
This year, Ward made histo-
ry again when she was 
elected unanimously by the 
GOP-controlled Senate to 
the third-highest position in 
state government. Ward is 
the first woman to serve as 
Senate president pro tempo-
re. 
 
Ward replaced retiring Sen-
ate President Pro Tempore 
Jake Corman (R-Centre) 
and Sen. Joe Pittman (R-
Indiana) took Ward’s place 
as Senate majority leader.  
The Senate president pro 
tempore is second in the 
gubernatorial line of succes-
sion, following the lieuten-

ant governor. The post also 
holds responsibility for ap-
pointing committee chair-
persons and members of the 
Senate’s 22 standing com-
mittees. The individual also 
serves as an ex-officio 
member of all committees 
and presides over the cham-
ber when the lieutenant gov-
ernor is unavailable. 
 
Rep. Joanna McClinton 
becomes the first Black 
woman to serve as House 
speaker 
 
After House Democrats se-
cured their majority in spe-
cial elections, Rep. Joanna 
McClinton was elected 
speaker of the House on 
Feb. 28, becoming the first 
Black woman to hold the 
position. Like Ward, 
McClinton was among the 
first women to be elected to 

leadership positions within 
their caucuses in 2020. But 
McClinton’s election as 
speaker was doubly note-
worthy, as she is only the 
second Black person to 
serve in the role. 
McClinton, a former public 
defender, recognized the 
significance of her election 
by remembering Rep. K. 
Leroy Irvis, the first Black 
speaker of the House, and 
the first women elected to 
the Legislature and higher 
offices, including Rep. 
Crystal Bird Fauset, the first 
Black woman elected to any 
state Legislature.  
 
“But there’s still so much 
farther for us to go,” 
McClinton said, noting that 
no woman has served as 
governor or U.S. Senator in 
Pennsylvania. “And we, in 
this moment in time right 

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro delivers his first budget address to a joint session of the state House and Senate on March 7, 2023 (Photo by Amanda Mustard for the Pennsyl-
vania Capital-Star).  



now, have to pinch our-
selves because it was almost 
250 years before a woman 
could stand at this desk, not 
just to give a prayer, but to 
get the gavel.” 
 
House Democrats win spe-
cial elections to retain a 
‘humble majority’ 
 
Democrats won a 102-seat 
majority in the House in 
November, but the death of 
an incumbent representa-
tive, and the resignation of 
two others, all Democrats, 
who were also elected to 
higher offices, meant that 
Republicans had a 101-99 
majority on swearing-in day 
Jan. 3. 
 
They won back their majori-
ty on Feb. 7, retaining three 
seats in Allegheny County, 
again on May 16 retaining a 
seat in Delaware Coun-
ty where Democrat Heather 
Boyd was elected to replace 
former Rep. Mike Zabel, 
and yet again on Sept. 19 
back in Allegheny County, 
where Democrat Lindsay 
Powell won former Rep. 
Sara Inamorato’s seat after 
she stepped down to run for 
county executive.  
 
House Republicans also re-
tained a north central Penn-
sylvania seat on May 16, 
when Rep. Michael Stender 
(R-Northumberland) won 
the seat vacated by Sen. 
Lynda Schlegel Culver, who 
resigned after winning a 
Jan. 31 special election for a 
vacant Senate seat. 
 
The House will go into the 
new year with a 101-101 
split, following former Rep. 
John Galloway’s (D-Bucks) 
resignation to take the dis-
trict judge position to which 
he was elected in Novem-
ber. A special election has 
been set for Feb 13. 
 
With neither party clearly 
in control, the House elects 
an ‘independent’ speaker 
 
The narrowly divided House 
convened on swearing-in 
day without a clear picture 
of who would lead it or 
whether the question would 
be decided.  
Neither party appeared to 
have the votes for a nomina-
tion for speaker to succeed 

and a motion by Democrats 
to adjourn until after special 
elections in February failed 
with a tied vote. 
 
A fellow lawmaker’s half-
joking quip to Rep. Mark 
Rozzi (D-Berks) about what 
it would take for him to flip 
to the Republican caucus set 
the wheels in motion for 
Rep. Jim Gregory (R-Blair) 
to nominate him as an inde-
pendent. Rozzi never 
changed his party affilia-
tion, prompting Gregory to 
later call for his resignation 
as speaker.  
 
With McClinton’s endorse-
ment, Rozzi was elected 
speaker by a 115-85 vote. 
He promised to use his posi-
tion to pass legislation to 
give survivors of childhood 
sexual abuse an opportunity 
to sue their attackers and the 
organizations that enabled 
them.  
 
Rep. Mike Zabel resigns 
amid scandal as women 
accuse him of harassment 
 
A lobbyist for one of Penn-
sylvania’s most influential 
unions spoke in January at a 
public hearing on House 
rules about being physically 
harassed by a sitting state 
lawmaker.  
 
Service Employees Interna-
tional Union lobbyist Andi 
Perez did not name Zabel at 
the time, but other women, 
including Rep. Abby Power 
(R-Armstrong), came for-
ward also accusing Zabel of 
harassment.  
 
The scandal highlighted the 
limited protection provided 
by House ethics rules, 
which did not allow for 
complaints from people who 
did business with state rep-
resentatives such as constit-
uents, lobbyists and journal-
ists.  
 
The House adopted new 
rules expanding the range of 
people who can lodge com-
plaints, but Republicans 
were critical of the rules for 
limiting the prohibitions on 
harassment and discrimina-
tion to work settings. 
 
Statute of limitations re-
form stalls as Senate adds 
riders 

 
In one of his final acts in 
office, Gov. Tom Wolf 
called the General Assem-
bly to a special session in 
January to hold the second 
round of constitutionally 
required votes on an amend-
ment to retroactively extend 
the time for adults who were 
abused as children to file 
lawsuits.  
 
Facing a deadline to get the 
measure on the ballot for a 
May referendum, Rozzi, as 
speaker, vowed to halt all 
other legislative action until 
both chambers passed it.  
But that set the stage for a 
clash with Republican lead-
ers who said the survivors’ 
amendment should not be 
prioritized over amendment 
language proposed to pro-
vide for voter identification, 
election audits and legisla-
tive review of regulations. 
Although both chambers 
have passed bills containing 
the child abuse survivors’ 
amendment, the legislation 
remains unfinished. 
 
‘Confusion and delay’ 
bring unsuccessful end in 
bid to move Pennsylva-
nia’s presidential primary 
 
Pennsylvania’s 2024 presi-
dential primary election is 
set for April 23, during 
Passover, when many Jew-
ish people who observe the 
holiday do not drive, write 
or use electronics. 
 
An effort to move the pri-
mary date to avoid conflicts 
with religious holidays, 
while simultaneously giving 
Pennsylvania voters an ear-
lier and more consequential 
role in selecting presidential 
nominees, fizzled out this 
fall. 
 
The Senate first passed a 
bill in September to move 
the primary to March 19. As 
election officials across the 
state warned time was of the 
essence, House and Senate 
lawmakers traded at least 
six versions of the legisla-
tion with various dates and 
amendments to include elec-
tion reform measures such 
as voter ID.  
 
Senate Majority Leader Joe 
Pittman in mid October de-
clared the matter closed in 

the upper chamber and 
called House efforts too lit-
tle, too late. 
 
Lawmakers look for an-
swers to fix Pennsylva-
nia’s unconstitutional 
school funding system 
 
Commonwealth Court 
Judge Renee Cohn Jubelirer 
ruled in February that Penn-
sylvania’s education fund-
ing system, which is heavily 
reliant on the real estate val-
ues, puts students in poorer 
areas at a disadvantage. 
Faced with the court’s de-
termination after a decade 
of litigation that the school 
funding scheme is unconsti-
tutional, state lawmakers 
and Shapiro are faced with 
developing a fair method of 
distributing resources to 
school districts across the 
state.  
 
A panel of 15 lawmakers 
and Shapiro’s education and 
budget deputies began a se-
ries of hearings in Septem-
ber to gather information 
and experiences from edu-
cators and advocates across 
the state. The Basic Educa-
tion Funding Commission 
has a Jan. 11 deadline to 
deliver recommendations to 
Shapiro and the Legislature. 
 
Shapiro signs bipartisan 
bill enhancing coverage 
for breast cancer screen-
ing, testing  
 
In one of the few bipartisan 
slam dunks to come out of 
the General Assembly this 
year, lawmakers approved 
legislation to require en-
hanced insurance coverage 
for breast cancer screening 
and genetic testing. 
 
Shapiro signed the bill — 
his first since taking office 
— in May. The first-of-its-
kind nationwide, the law 
removes out-of-pocket costs 
associated with genetic test-
ing for hereditary breast, 
ovarian, prostate, and other 
cancers. It also covers sup-
plemental breast screenings 
for women with a high risk 
of breast cancer. 
 
 
 
 

Shapiro signs $45.5B 
budget but lawmakers 
have more work to do 
 
From March to December, 
the 2023-24 budget process 
moved in fits and starts as 
House and Senate lawmak-
ers retrenched on legislative 
priorities before finally 
reaching a compromise. 
Shapiro’s first budget ad-
dress on March 7 focused 
on the three themes of his 
gubernatorial campaign — 
improving the economy and 
employment opportunities, 
bolstering public safety, and 
building a stronger public 
education system — that led 
to his election by historic 
margins in November. 
It didn’t mention school 
vouchers, a policy Shapiro 
announced on the campaign 
trail, and the issue that 
would derail budget negoti-
ations for more than five 
months. 
The Senate sent its version 
of the budget bill to the 
House in June with funding 
for a scholarship program to 
pay private school tuition 
for students in distressed 
school districts. House 
Democrats killed a separate 
bill authorizing the program 
and Shapiro vowed to line-
item veto $100 million for 
the scholarships when the 
bill got to his desk. 
The Senate returned from 
recess for a day in August to 
send the budget to Shapiro, 
but without legislation au-
thorizing the state to spend 
some of the money; funding 
for new programs such as 
school mental health grants, 
a rate increase for ambu-
lance companies, and repair 
grants for low-income 
homeowners would remain 
locked up.  
The House and Sen-
ate approved the final pieces 
of the budget on Dec. 13 — 
the last scheduled session 
day of the year — amid a 
frenzy of legislation that put 
goals for both Democrats 
and Republicans on 
Shapiro’s desk to be signed. 
 





By Shelly Shell 

Urban X-Pressions 

 
Son of the 215 celebrated 
the release of his new pro-
ject, “Midnight Train to 
Philly” with a concert host-
ed by RedSnaperrr and pre-
sented by Tweet of Con-
crete Moguls Maga-
zine.  Midnight Train to 
Philly featured performanc-
es from Dutchieman, of Ma-
jor Figgas and more.  

 
UXNM:  Philly Collabora-
tions on Midnight Train to 
Philly: Your album 
'Midnight Train to Philly 
features a variety of collab-
orations. Can you tell us 
about the artists you worked 
with and what expectations 
you had for these collabora-
tions while creating the al-
bum? 

 
Son of the 215:  Sure, when 
I set out to do this album, I 
knew wanted to make it like 
a story that no matter where 
we go in life, we gotta re-
member where we come 
from. I knew I needed the 
classic present and future of 
Philly. My brother 
“EveryAve” of soundGeni-

us Studios gave me the 
sound an studio vibes I 
needed. His skill is un-
matched. On production, I 
went wit my hitmen 
“DeweyOnTheTrack” and 
“Harrix” who prod a lot of 
my early hits, 
“Philebonics,” “Ironic,” an 
more, but I also reached out 
to new hot producers.”DJ 
Revolver” and a young lady 
named “LovelyLayBeats” 
who is the hottest female 
producer in the city! For 
features, I needed Spittaz 
cuz that’s what Philly is 
known for, so I got Dream-
chasers Artist “kur” Our 
track is amazing!! We are 
both from the same hood so 
this was long overdue, and 
we delivered! It’s a Big & 
Jay-Z meets Freeway & B-
Mac type vibe! Had to get a 
Legend, so it was time for 
me and my big brother 
StateProperty’s own “Peedi 
Crakk” to get one in, and 
Peedi is still hot as ever. 
Thanks, Pedro! Then I got 
my brother from Jersey 
“PortaRich” 

 
To show the Philly Jersey 
connection! He killed it! 
The rest was up to me, I 
wanted to show people how 
lyrically I can get, so all I 

needed was those compo-
nents! 

 
UXNM:  The Uppity 
Awards Triumph: Winning 
the inaugural Urban X-
pressions F.A.M.E. Award 
at the Uppity Awards is a 
significant milestone. What 
does this recognition mean 
to you, and how do you 
think it will influence your 
future work? 

 
Son of the 215:  All, man,it 
meant everything; UX is 
probably one of the reasons 
I do music. It was my win-
dow to the culture as a kid 
watching the greats come 
threw Philly an knowing it 
was this great thing going 
on that I had to be a part of. 
Thank you, Mom, for letting 
me stay up an watch it. I 
love you!! The uppity 
awards is an uptown award 
show representing for peo-
ple from my hood, people I 
know, love, and respect, so 
for them to consider me the 
best in Uptown Philly in 
2023, man, speaks volumes! 
Thank you.Not bad for a kid 
from RugbySt, Mt Airy 
Stand Up!! My favorite 
award yet, and I got a cou-
ple lol.  

 
UXNM:  Freeway's Sup-
port: Having Freeway pre-
sent during your Uppity 
Awards victory was un-
doubtedly special. How has 
his presence and support 
impacted you personally 
and professionally, especial-
ly on such a momentous 
occasion? 

 
Son of the 215:  It was So 
Dope! The award show was 
on my birthday, 11/11 Vet-
erans Day, so for him to 
come kick it with me at the 
awards an perform with me 
as well as seeing him in-
ducted in the hall of fame! 
Smh great bday gift. No 
matter how far I go, I will 
always thank Big bro for 
having my back and believ-
ing in my talents, and be-
lieving in Philadelphia, 
thanks Freezer! Love u bro! 
#FTA  

 
UXNM:  Philadelphia's In-
fluence: Being a son of the 
215, how has the culture 
and vibe of Philadelphia 
influenced your music style 
and the themes you explore 
in your songs?  

 
Son of the 215:  It’s my 
brand, my story, my genre 
of hip-hop, it’s everything. 
It’s Fresh Prince getting his 
own show, Schoolly D, in-
viting gangsta rap, Meek 
with the Bally braids. It’s 
what BK was to big or 
Compton was to Eazy-E. A 
higher-up once told me you 
gotta get the bells ringing at 
home first in this game. So 
if I’m the Son an I’m mak-
ing music that invites peo-
ple into our world, when 
they listen, they get to walk 
the streets of the 215 my 
home has to support that, or 
you just hating an love over 
Powers the hate. My music 
is for everybody but from 
the eyes of a Philadelphian. 
It’s my story, our story! We 
giving so much to the cul-
ture. It needs to be told. 

 
UXNM:  Blueprint for Inde-
pendent Success: You seem 

to have a blueprint for inde-
pendent success in the mu-
sic industry. What would 
you say is the key to domi-
nating the indie path in mu-
sic, and what advice would 
you give to upcoming artists 
looking to forge their own 
path? 

 
Son of the 215:  To me, it’s 
simple steps u can follow 
throughout your career. Stay 
ready, stay working, stay 
humble. Never underesti-
mate the next man, and nev-
er underestimate yourself. 
Chase the dream, not the 
money. The money ain’t 
going anywhere, but the 
game goes fast. Learn the 
biz an keep your faith in the 
most high, and your time 
will come. 

 
UXNM:  Looking Ahead: 
With the release of 
'Midnight Train to Philly' 
and your recent accolade, 
what's next for Son of the 
215? Are there any new pro-
jects, collaborations, or di-
rections you're excited to 
explore? 

 

Son of the 215:  So much 

more! New merch is on the 

way! I’m working on collab 

projects with artists I re-

spect, like my dog Dell-P 

we started a group TheLLC, 

COMING SOON. My first 

major starring role is “A 

Target on my Opps” The 

movie is coming soon with 

the King Jimmy Da 

Saint.  Can’t wait for y’all 

to see it! An of course more 

music! Me an Freeway got 

something cooking for y’all! 

I’m right back in the booth 

working on the next solo 

project! Plus, I’m getting 

involved in nonprofit work 

an building my Two5thTeen 

empire! Y’all know the 

vibes! It’s the S.O.N 

“SuccessOrNothing”  









The former owner of the 
Oak Lane Diner has plans 
to bring the business back 
after a fire closed it in 
2015. 
 
By Aaron Moselle, WHYY 
 
A mixed-use development 
with 65 apartments for sen-
iors is slated for the former 

home of a beloved diner in 
West Oak Lane. 
 
Plans filed with the city 
show a seven-story building 
rising on North Broad Street 
where the long-shuttered 
Oak Lane Diner once stood. 
The proposal calls for a new 
diner on the first floor, of-
fice space on the second, 

and apartments above. 
 
The project, located near 
66th Avenue and Old York 
Road, also includes an un-
derground parking lot with 
19 spaces and an outdoor lot 
with 20 spaces. 
The proposal is expected to 
cost upwards of $20 million 
to make it a reality.  

 
“They need something real-
ly nice to be there,” said To-
ny Elebah, president of 
Abeer LP, which owns the 
site. 
 
Forty-six units will be af-
fordable. The rest will be 
market rate. 
Rents have yet to be deter-
mined. 
Elebah bought the Oak Lane 
Diner in 2007. The busi-
ness, which dates to the 
1940s, has been closed since 
a fire caused extensive dam-
age in 2015. 
 
In the aftermath of the 
blaze, Elebah elected to de-
molish the diner rather than 
rebuild. The site has sat va-
cant ever since, though the 
business’ signature coffee 
cup sign has remained. 
 
The new Oak Lane Diner 
will be open seven days a 
week and serve breakfast 

and lunch to start, said 
Elebah. Depending on the 
response, dinner may be of-
fered, but Elebah doesn’t 
foresee a 24-hour operation. 
 
He’s confident the crowds 
will return nonetheless, in 
part because people never 
stopped asking him about 
reopening.“A lot of people 
love the place,” said Elebah. 
“It’s a shame to lose it.” 
 
Construction could start as 
soon as next summer. 
 
A rendering of the proposed 
development in West Oak 
Lane, including the re-
opened diner. (Courtesy of 
PARALLEL ARCHITEC-
TURE STUDIO LLC)  




