
(Emma Lee/WHYY)  



Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 

Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change without notice. 



By James Williams, Editor 
 
Philly’s own Jayden Horton
-Mims put on a show at The 
CIRCUIT Philly meet on 
March 1, 2025, held at the 

UPenn Ott Center. Racing 
in front of a hometown 
crowd, the standout sprinter 
dominated both the 200m 
and 400m, proving once 
again why he’s one of the 

top high school sprinters in 
the country. 
 
Big Wins on the Track 
 
400 Meters – Horton-Mims 
took first place in 46.77 sec-
onds, marking a season-best 
and the fifth-fastest time in 
the nation. 
 
200 Meters – He claimed 
another victory with a time 
of 21.06 seconds, adding to 
his impressive resume. 
 
 
Record-Tying Indoor Sea-
son 
 
Horton-Mims has been on 
fire all winter. At the 2025 
Millrose Games, he tied the 
national high school indoor 
record for the 300 meters, 
clocking 32.64 seconds, a 
mark originally set by Brian 
Herron in 2018. 
 

“It felt great breaking the 
300m record—I wanted that 
record for so long,” he said. 
 
Flashback to 2024: Outdoor 
Dominance 
 
This isn’t new territory for 
Horton-Mims. Last outdoor 
season, he showed why he’s 
a force to be reckoned with: 
 
400 Meters – He won the 
Nike Indoor Nationals 400m 
title with a personal best of 
46.85 seconds, then lowered 
his outdoor PR to 45.82 sec-
onds at the East Coast Inter-
national Showcase. 
 
200 Meters – He clocked a 
personal best of 20.57 sec-
onds, making him one of the 
fastest high school sprinters 
in the country. 
 
Hometown Pride & What’s 
Next 
 

Racing in Philly gave Hor-
ton-Mims an extra boost. 
 
“It felt good to run fast at 
home and put on for the 
city,” he said. 
 
As he sets his sights on the 
rest of the season, he’s fo-
cused on the details. 
 
“Training has been great 
this year. I’ve been working 
on my arms, my start, and 
my finish. I’m looking for-
ward to dropping my times 
even more and winning na-
tionals.” 
 
With outdoor season heating 
up, expect to see his name at 
the top of national rankings. 
Horton-Mims is just getting 
started. 
 
Photo Courtesy of Jayden 
Horton-Mims 
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By James Williams, 
Editor 
 
In a thrilling rematch 
of last year’s champi-
onship, Imhotep 
Charter secured a nar-
row 58-54 victory 
over Father Judge in 
the Philadelphia Boys 
Basketball City 
Championship at La 
Salle University on 
Friday night. This win 

marks Imhotep’s sec-
ond consecutive city 
title, solidifying their 
dominance in the lo-
cal high school bas-
ketball scene. 
 
The anticipation was 
palpable as the Pan-
thers and the Crusad-
ers faced off once 
again. Father Judge, 
fresh off their first 
Philadelphia Catholic 

League (PCL) cham-
pionship since 1998, 
was eager to avenge 
last year’s 62-57 loss 
to Imhotep in the city 
finals. Imhotep, on 
the other hand, aimed 
to defend their title 
and continue their 
reign. 
 
The contest was a 
showcase of high-
caliber basketball, 

with both teams dis-
playing exceptional 
skill and determina-
tion. The first half 
was tightly contested, 
featuring multiple 
lead changes and de-
fensive stands. Imho-
tep managed to carve 
out a slim advantage 
by halftime, leading 
29-27. 
 
In the second half, the 

intensity escalated. 
Father Judge’s stand-
out guard, Kevair 
Kennedy, who played 
a pivotal role in their 
PCL championship 
victory, delivered cru-
cial points to keep the 
Crusaders within 
reach. However, Im-
hotep’s cohesive team 
play and strategic ex-
ecution allowed them 
to maintain their lead. 
 
As the clock wound 
down, Father Judge 
made a final push, 
narrowing the gap to 
just two points. De-
spite their efforts, Im-
hotep’s defense held 
firm, and clutch free 
throws in the closing 
moments sealed the 
58-54 victory. 
 
Photo Credit Imhotep  
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By James Williams, Editor 
 
Martin Luther King High 
School’s head football 
coach, Malik Jones, has 
been selected to the coach-
ing staff for the 2025 Penn-
sylvania Scholastic Football 
Coaches Association 
(PSFCA) East-West All-
Star Game (Big Schools). 
Jones will serve as the De-

fensive Coordinator for the 
East team, making him the 
only District 12 coach 
named to the staff. 
 
The PSFCA East-West All-
Star Game was established 
in 2001 to provide more 
high school athletes an op-
portunity to showcase their 
talents on a grand stage. 
This year’s game, presented 
by Titan Threadz, will fea-
ture some of the top football 
talent from across Pennsyl-
vania. 
 
“We are thrilled to an-
nounce this year’s Titan 
Threadz East vs West All-
Star rosters,” said PSFCA 
Associate Executive Direc-
tor Josh Oswalt. “This 
year’s teams feature excep-
tional athletes from across 
the state, each showcasing 
incredible talent and 
achievements in their high 
school careers. We’re proud 
to celebrate these outstand-
ing players and top-tier 

coaches selected to lead 
them in this year’s games, 
along with our talented 
cheer squads.” 
 
Jones, who has been a trans-
formative leader at Martin 
Luther King High School, 
expressed his gratitude and 
excitement for the oppor-
tunity to coach at the state 
level. 
 
“I can’t say I saw this com-
ing, but I am blessed to 
serve on the East staff of the 
Big School Pennsylvania 
East/West All-Star Football 
game. I will actually serve 
as Defensive Coordinator, 
so my work is cut out for 
me. I can remember the 
days of being a huge fan of 
the Philadelphia City All-
Star game as a public school 
student, now I have coached 
that game twice. I never 
could’ve imagined being on 
the state level, much less in 
a leadership role. This is 
truly a blessing, and an ex-

ample that a kid from hum-
ble beginnings can change 
his stars.” 
 
Several standout Philadel-
phia athletes have also been 
selected for the game, repre-
senting some of the city’s 
top high school programs: 
 
Mick Johnson – Bonner-
Prendergast 
 
Alijah Turner – St. Joseph’s 
Prep 
 
Bleek Turner – St. Joseph’s 
Prep 
 
Shawn Stratz – St. Joseph’s 
Prep 
 
Kasir Wright – Imhotep 
Charter 
 
Zahir Mathis – Imhotep 
Charter 
 
Jaasai Simmons – Roman 
Catholic 
 

Christopher Blocker – Abra-
ham Lincoln 
 
Dymere Durham – Abraham 
Lincoln 
 
 
The Big School (4A-6A) 
East-West All-Star Game 
will take place on Sunday, 
May 18th, at Cumberland 
Valley’s Chapman Field, 
with kickoff scheduled for 5 
PM. 
 
Jones’ appointment as De-
fensive Coordinator not on-
ly highlights his coaching 
expertise but also under-
scores the rising prominence 
of Philadelphia-area coach-
es on the state’s football 
stage. His journey serves as 
an inspiration to young ath-
letes and aspiring coaches 
alike, proving that dedica-
tion and perseverance can 
lead to remarkable opportu-
nities. 

Photo Credit Coach Malik 
Jones 
 
By James Williams, Editor 
 
Martin Luther King High 
School’s standout lineback-
er Khalid Bueno has been 
named to the 40-member 

Pennsylvania team for the 
68th Big 33 Football Clas-
sic, one of the most prestig-
ious high school football all
-star games in the nation. 
The game, presented by Re-
newal by Andersen of Cen-
tral PA, will take place on 
Sunday, May 25, at Cum-
berland Valley High 
School’s Chapman Field in 
Cumberland County, PA. 
 
A Record-Breaking Career 
at MLK 
 
Hailing from Stenton Ave-
nue, Khalid Bueno has built 
an impressive football ca-
reer at Martin Luther King 
High School, racking up 
multiple honors and records: 
 
2x All-State Team Selection 
2x All-Eastern 
2x All-City 
3x All-Public 

Mini-Max Award Winner 
 
In addition to his accolades, 
Bueno has etched his name 
in MLK history by setting 
multiple school records: 
 
314 career tackles (MLK 
school record) 
 
22 tackles in a single game 
(MLK school record) 
 
12 tackles for loss in a game 
 
22 tackles for loss in a sea-
son 
 
 
A Leader On and Off the 
Field 
 
Despite an up-and-down 
senior season, Bueno em-
braced his role as a leader 
and role model, particularly 
for young athletes in Phila-

delphia. He reflected on his 
journey: 
 
“It was an unfortunate sea-
son to have my senior year, 
but nonetheless, it taught me 
the importance of leadership 
and how it can make or 
break a team. Individually, I 
feel as though I’ve had my 
best season of playing foot-
ball in my entire career, 
breaking multiple school 
records and really standing 
out—not only in the city of 
Philadelphia, which is con-
stantly stricken with gun 
violence, but also on a state 
level. I feel like I was able 
to be a ray of light in the 
darkness for the young gen-
eration, and I’ve been 
blessed with the opportunity 
to play in the Big 33 game, 
one of the most prestigious 
all-star games in the coun-
try.” 

 
Pennsylvania’s Top 40: The 
Full Big 33 Roster 
 
Joining Bueno on the Penn-
sylvania Big 33 Team are 
some of the best high school 
football players in the state.  
 
 
 
The Big 33 Football Classic 
is known for being a launch-
ing pad for future college 
and professional football 
stars. The game boasts an 
incredible legacy, with at 
least one former player ap-
pearing in every Super 
Bowl in history. 



By Dave Davenport,  
Columnist 
 
In a groundbreaking an-
nouncement on Sunday, 
March 2, 2025, former Pres-
ident Donald Trump de-
clared that the United States 
will establish a Crypto Stra-
tegic Reserve, which will 
include major digital assets 
such as Bitcoin, Ethereum, 
Cardano, Solana, and XRP 
(Ripple). The news sent 
cryptocurrency prices surg-
ing between 8% and 30%, 
pushing the total global dig-
ital asset market back over 
$3 trillion USD. 
 
This announcement signals 
a major shift in how the 
U.S. government interacts 
with crypto—but the ques-
tion remains: Is the U.S. too 
late? Other countries have 
already embraced digital 
assets in various forms, 
while American policymak-
ers have spent years stifling 
the industry with regulatory 
uncertainty. 
 
How the U.S. Fell Behind in 
the Crypto Race 

 
While the U.S. government 
is now recognizing crypto-
currency’s significance, it 
has spent much of the past 
decade actively working 
against its adoption. Bu-
reaucratic roadblocks, regu-
latory crackdowns, and lack 
of clear policies have hin-
dered innovation and al-
lowed other nations to take 
the lead. Here’s how: 
 
Key U.S. Policymakers 
Who Opposed Crypto 
 
1. Senator Elizabeth Warren 
(D-MA) – A vocal crypto 
critic, Warren has consist-
ently called for stricter regu-
lations, citing concerns over 
fraud, financial instability, 
and illicit activity. 
 
2. SEC Chair Gary Gensler 
(appointed by President 
Biden) – Under his leader-
ship, the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC) 
aggressively targeted crypto 
companies, suing major 
firms like Ripple (XRP), 
Coinbase, and Binance, 
leading to billions in fines 

and stifling industry growth. 
 
3. Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen – Long skeptical of 
cryptocurrencies, Yellen has 
emphasized the risks of dig-
ital assets over their poten-
tial benefits. 
 
4. Senator Sherrod Brown 
(D-OH) – As Chair of the 
Senate Banking Committee, 
he has pushed for stricter 
oversight and has been hesi-
tant to support digital asset 
integration into mainstream 
finance. 
 
5. Federal Reserve Officials 
– The Fed has long resisted 
Bitcoin’s role as a store of 
value, instead focusing on 
developing a Central Bank 
Digital Currency (CBDC) to 
maintain control over digital 
payments. 
Missed Opportunities: 
Where Other Countries 
Took the Lead 
 
While U.S. regulators 
waged war on crypto, other 
nations embraced digital 
assets and positioned them-
selves at the forefront of the 

industry: 
 
China – Despite banning 
Bitcoin for retail investors, 
the Chinese government 
quietly accumulated Bitcoin 
and pioneered its Digital 
Yuan (e-CNY), aiming to 
challenge the U.S. dollar’s 
global dominance. 
 
El Salvador – In 2021, it 
became the first country to 
make Bitcoin legal tender, 
building a Bitcoin reserve 
and attracting investment. 
 
Switzerland – Home to 
“Crypto Valley” in Zug, 
Switzerland has led in regu-
latory clarity, allowing 
crypto businesses to thrive. 
 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) – Dubai established 
crypto-friendly regulations, 
making it a global hub for 
blockchain innovation. 
 
Russia – With sanctions 
limiting access to the dollar, 
Russia has explored Bitcoin 
and stablecoins for interna-
tional trade. 
 
Europe – The European Un-
ion implemented MiCA 
(Markets in Crypto-Assets 
Regulation) in 2023, creat-
ing clear legal frameworks 
that encouraged innovation. 
 
 
What This Move Means for 
the U.S. 
 
The establishment of a 
Crypto Strategic Reserve 
suggests that U.S. leader-
ship finally recognizes cryp-
to’s importance—but it also 
underscores how much time 
has been wasted. Had poli-
cymakers embraced digital 
assets sooner, the U.S. 
could have led the industry 
rather than playing catch-
up. 
 
What Comes Next? 
 
Regulatory Clarity – The 
government must establish 
transparent rules to prevent 
another wave of regulatory 
overreach that could stifle 

growth. 
 
Institutional Investment 
Boom – With official recog-
nition of crypto reserves, 
expect more banks, corpora-
tions, and pension funds to 
enter the market. 
 
Geopolitical Power Shift – 
The U.S. move into digital 
assets could challenge Chi-
na’s CBDC ambitions and 
strengthen its role in the 
global financial system. 
 
Potential Political Backlash 
– Crypto-friendly policies 
could face resistance from 
longstanding opponents in 
Washington who may at-
tempt to slow or block im-
plementation. 
 
 
Final Thoughts 
 
While the U.S. Crypto Stra-
tegic Reserve is a step in the 
right direction, America’s 
late entry into the game 
could have lasting conse-
quences. Other nations have 
already capitalized on digi-
tal assets, while U.S. regula-
tors spent years suppressing 
innovation. If the U.S. 
wants to reclaim its leader-
ship in the crypto space, 
policymakers must move 
quickly, provide clear regu-
lations, and foster a pro-
innovation environment. 
 
The question is: Will Wash-
ington finally embrace the 
future of finance, or will old 
habits die hard? 
 
The Broker is a Rapid Re-
sponse news finance blog that 
is written by Dave Davenport 
and created in collaboration 
with ChatGPT. For research 
assistance and content editing. 
The photo used in this article 
was created by ChatGPT. 











By Dave Davenport,  
Columnist 
 
Who does not pay their fair 
share in taxes. Who pays the 
lobbyist to get what they 
want from the leaders we 
elect to serve the US citi-
zens (and I use that term 
“leaders” loosely)? 
 
United Health Care just 
posted quarterly profits for 
the last 3 three months at 

the end of 2024. And they 
made over $6 billion in 
profits. Yes, I said it, the 
company MADE (revenues 
minus expenses) from Octo-
ber 1, 2024 to December 31, 
2024 a crazy amount of $6 
BILLION USD. One more 
time, they took home 6 Bil-
lion in 3 months. With that 
kind of money coming in 
you would think that UHG 
would be hiring more peo-
ple or giving out bonuses 

for all? Nope, they instead 
announced they are laying 
off workers sometime in the 
1st quarter 2025. Now go-
ing into March, no one has 
forgotten about Luigi. The 
go fund me monies are still 
coming in and the ladies be 
sending him pics. 
Then you have U.S. Long-
shoremen (shippers and 
dock workers) going on 
strike for a pay raise and 
better insurance. But they 
also want to stop AI and 
robots from taking their 
jobs. The union of Long-
shoremen are so serious 
about losing their jobs, to 
the point they want to have 
a total ban on automation, 
particularly at cargo ports. 
These include automation 
applied at the gates, ship-
ping containers, cranes, etc. 
at commercial dockyards. 
 
Bonus – Trump is playing 
no games with Crypto. He 
came out with the first pres-
idential coin $TRUMP ever, 
and its worth around $10 
Billion. It has dropped a lit-
tle bit at the end of February 
into March 2025, but that 

gets you a chance to buy 
back in. So with all these 
years we been telling folks 
to get into crypto, you final-
ly see our government sub-
mitting to this idea. And 
guess who’s back? Inflation. 
Eggs are extra high, I liter-
ally saw a dozen eggs FOR 
$9.99 !!! Naw, cant do that. 
Now that we have Bitcoin 
and Ethereum ETFs, its time 
for you top get in. But 
where Trump may have a 
problem with is the layoffs 
at the government. Its going 
to hurt the DMV, because a 
lot of jobs there are govern-
ment. This is why you se so 
many houses going on sale 
in the District and PG coun-
ty and Alexandria. 
 
In summary, if you haven’t 
yet, you need to start getting 
familiar with cryptocurren-
cy. Easiest application to 
use to buy Crypto is Coin-
base for the citizens of the 
USA.  You can go to 
YouTube and review videos 
(for example see 
TheGetMoneyShow on 
YouTube, where 
StreetMoney and RS Broker 

discuss the future of cryp-
tos).  And if you want to 
invest, please use link be-
low. Whether your 20 or 60, 
a new transfer of wealth is 
upon the horizon. This isn’t 
just the USA going through 
a change. The whole world 
is… It won’t be easy, but 
you never know until to try. 
Oh, and don’t forget to fol-
low me on IG or YouTube 
at @TheGetMoneyShow. 
Believe in yourself, believe 
in your dreams, and always 
remember money a’int just 
green.  Link to invest in 
cryptocurrency use below 
and get $20 of Bitcoin de-
tails below: 
https://coinbase.com/join/
VEVETGV?src=android-
link 
 
The Broker is a Rapid Re-
sponse news Finance blog that 
is written by Dave Davenport 
and created in collaboration 
with ChatGPT. For research 
assistance and content editing. 
The photo used in this article 
was created by ChatGPT. 
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By James Williams, Editor 
 
The School District of Phil-
adelphia has made national 
headlines by defying Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s Exec-
utive Order 14201, which 
bans transgender women 
(biological males) from 
competing in women’s 
sports. This marks the first 
known instance of a city 
refusing to comply with 
both federal and state poli-
cies on transgender inclu-
sion in athletics. 
 
This decision has ignited a 
high-stakes legal battle that 
could determine the future 
of transgender athletes in 
school sports, the balance of 
federal vs. local authority, 
and the interpretation of Ti-
tle IX. 
 
On February 5, 2025, Presi-
dent Trump issued Execu-
tive Order 14201, which 
requires schools that receive 
federal funding to ban 
transgender women from 
competing in girls’ and 
women’s sports. The order 
eliminates transgender in-
clusion policies, requires 
school officials to determine 
an athlete’s sex if ques-
tioned, and threatens to 
withhold federal funding 
from non-compliant 
schools. 
 
Shortly after, the Pennsylva-
nia Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (PIAA) revised 

its policies to align with the 
executive order, removing 
its previous transgender in-
clusion guidelines. 
 
In a bold move, the School 
District of Philadelphia an-
nounced that it will not 
comply with the executive 
order. Instead, the district 
reaffirmed its commitment 
to Board Policy 252, which 
protects the rights of 
transgender and gender-
nonconforming students. 
 
The district’s statement 
reads: 
“The district will continue 
to align its practices to sup-
port its LGBTQ+ students 
in accordance with Board 
Policy 252 for transgender 
and gender non-conforming 
students.” 
 
This defiance places Phila-
delphia at odds with both 
state and federal authorities, 
setting the stage for a legal 
and political confrontation. 
 
This move could prevent 
Philadelphia high school 
athletes from competing in 
PIAA sports, which would 
significantly hurt the Phila-
delphia School District’s 
chances of advancing to 
state championships. 
 
Many believe that regard-
less of how many 
transgender athletes are 
competing in high school 
sports, even one lost oppor-
tunity for a female athlete is 
not worth it. 

 
Attorney and Ward Leader 
Matthew Wolfe weighed in 
on the issue with a strong 
statement in support of the 
executive order: 
 
> “I don’t focus on national 
political issues often. I nor-
mally pay more attention to 
issues that impact Philadel-
phia and Pennsylvania. To-
day, though, President 
Trump took steps to prevent 
biological males from com-
peting in girls’ and wom-
en’s sports. This is an im-
portant issue for me. I 
would be a much different 
person today than I am had I 
not had the opportunity to 
compete in athletics in high 
school and college. Girls 
and women deserve the 
same opportunities. Many 
have worked hard over time 
to expand their athletic pro-
grams. Trans women should 
be treated with respect. 
They have every right to 
express themselves however 
they choose. I recognize the 
negative impact of prevent-
ing a trans female from 
competing in a sport that 
she loves. That is unfortu-
nate. We cannot, however, 
ignore basic biological dif-
ferences. There is also a 
negative impact on biologi-
cal females whose athletic 
opportunities are limited by 
being forced to compete 
against biological males. 
There is no answer to the 
problem, only choices. And 
to me, the choice is clear. 
The only question for me is 

how so many ignored com-
mon sense for so long.” 
 
 
 
The clash between Philadel-
phia and Trump’s admin-
istration raises critical legal 
and constitutional questions. 
 
Executive orders are power-
ful tools, but they are not 
laws passed by Congress. 
They must be based on ex-
isting statutory authority 
(such as Title IX) and with-
stand court challenges from 
cities like Philadelphia. If 
Philadelphia files a lawsuit, 
courts will have to deter-
mine whether EO 14201 
conflicts with federal civil 
rights protections. 
 
Title IX, the federal law 
prohibiting sex-based dis-
crimination in education, is 
central to this debate. In 
Bostock v. Clayton County 
(2020), the Supreme Court 
ruled that discrimination 
based on gender identity is a 
form of sex discrimination. 
The Biden administration 
previously interpreted Title 
IX to protect transgender 
students, while Trump’s EO 
reverses this stance. Phila-
delphia could argue that Ti-
tle IX legally protects 
transgender athletes and that 
the executive order is an 
overreach. 
 
Pennsylvania has aligned 
with Trump’s order, mean-
ing the state could take legal 
action against Philadelphia 
for refusing to comply. Phil-
adelphia may counter by 
asserting local control over 
school policies, arguing that 
its policies do not violate 
state or federal law. 
 
If the Trump administration 
enforces EO 14201 strictly, 
the Department of Educa-
tion could withhold funding 
from Philadelphia schools. 
This could impact school 
athletics budgets, education-
al programs, and grants for 
low-income students. 
 
Legal action is inevitable. 

Philadelphia could sue the 
federal government to chal-
lenge the executive order. 
The DOJ (led by Attorney 
General Pam Bondi) could 
sue Philadelphia for non-
compliance. The state of 
Pennsylvania could step in 
to enforce its policies at the 
local level. The case could 
eventually reach the U.S. 
Supreme Court, where a rul-
ing could set a nationwide 
precedent. 
 
Philadelphia’s defiance is a 
test case for other cities that 
oppose EO 14201. If the 
courts uphold Philadelphia’s 
right to maintain its 
transgender inclusion poli-
cies, it could encourage oth-
er municipalities to follow 
suit. On the other hand, if 
Trump’s administration 
wins, more states could 
strengthen restrictions on 
transgender athletes. 
 
The coming weeks will be 
critical in determining the 
outcome of this battle. Will 
Philadelphia sue the federal 
government? Will the DOJ 
take legal action against 
Philadelphia? How will 
state officials respond to 
Philadelphia’s defiance? 
Will this case reach the U.S. 
Supreme Court? 
 
This issue goes beyond 
sports—it’s about civil 
rights, executive power, and 
the future of transgender 
inclusion in education. 
 
Philadelphia has made his-
tory as the first U.S. city to 
openly defy Trump’s 
transgender sports ban. This 
move puts the city at the 
center of a landmark legal 
battle that could reshape 
federal education policy, 
Title IX interpretations, and 
the rights of transgender 
athletes nationwide. 
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By James Williams, Editor 
 
President Donald J. Trump 
has appointed Pennsylvania 
Governor Josh Shapiro to 
the Council of Governors, a 
bipartisan group of state 
leaders focused on strength-
ening state-federal partner-
ships on national security, 
disaster response, and mili-
tary coordination. The coun-
cil, established by the Na-
tional Defense Authoriza-
tion Act of 2008 and for-
malized by Executive Order 
13528 in 2010, serves as a 
vital forum for collaboration 
between governors and fed-
eral officials. 
 
Alongside Shapiro, Trump’s 
latest appointments include 
Virginia Governor Glenn 
Youngkin, North Carolina 
Governor Josh Stein, Flori-
da Governor Ron DeSantis, 
Georgia Governor Brian 
Kemp, Louisiana Governor 
Jeff Landry, Maryland Gov-
ernor Wes Moore, Michigan 
Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer, New York Gover-
nor Kathy Hochul, and 
South Carolina Governor 
Henry McMaster. 
 
Many of these governors are 
widely considered potential 
contenders for the 2028 
presidential election, mak-
ing the council a politically 
influential body in the years 
ahead. 
 
Governor Shapiro has posi-
tioned himself as a key 
Democratic leader, having 
frequently challenged 
Trump on major policy is-
sues. He recently filed a 
lawsuit against the Trump 

administration, alleging an 
unconstitutional freeze of 
$1.2 billion in federal fund-
ing designated for Pennsyl-
vania. Previously, as Attor-
ney General, he took legal 
action against Trump’s poli-
cies on contraception cover-
age. 
 
Maryland Governor Wes 
Moore, another rising star in 
the Democratic Party, was 
considered a top contender 
for the vice-presidential 
nomination on the Harris 
2024 ticket. 
 
Meanwhile, 
Michigan Governor Gretch-
en Whitmer, a Rust Belt 
leader with strong voter 
support in a key swing state, 
has also been vocal in her 
opposition to Trump. She 
previously condemned 
Trump’s rhetoric, linking it 
to politically motivated vio-
lence, and criticized his pro-
posed tariffs on Mexico and 
Canada, arguing they would 
harm the U.S. auto industry 
and benefit China. 
Whitmer’s prominent role at 
the Democratic National 
Convention (DNC) suggests 
strong backing from the par-
ty’s leadership. If she runs 
and wins, she could become 
the first female president 
and the longest-tenured 
member of the Council of 
Governors. 
 
On the Republican side, 
Florida Governor Ron De-
Santis, who ran in 2024, 
may mount another cam-
paign in 2028. He shares 
several similarities with 
Trump, particularly in his 
conservative policies, com-
bative political style, and 
hardline stance on immigra-

tion. DeSantis expanded 
Florida’s role in deporting 
undocumented immigrants 
and proposed mandatory 
death penalties for certain 
capital offenses, moves 
aligning with Trump’s strict 
immigration policies. Both 

leaders also maintain an ad-
versarial relationship with 
the mainstream media, fre-
quently accusing news or-
ganizations of bias. 
 
With both Democratic and 
Republican frontrunners 

emerging from the Council 
of Governors, the 2028 
presidential race is shaping 
up to be one of the most dy-
namic and competitive in 
recent history. Governors 
like Shapiro, Whitmer, 
Moore, and DeSantis are 
poised to play major roles, 
making this council a prov-
ing ground for the nation’s 
future leadership. 
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By James Williams, Editor 
 
The Philadelphia Sheriff’s 
Office recently announced 
that it has earned the Certi-
fied Autism Center (CAC) 
designation from the Inter-
national Board of Creden-
tialing and Continuing Edu-
cation Standards (IBCCES). 
This certification means that 
at least 80% of the depart-
ment’s community-facing 
officers and personnel have 
completed autism-specific 
training. The goal is to en-
sure officers can effectively 
recognize, communicate 
with, and assist autistic and 
sensory-sensitive individu-
als during encounters. 
 
Every day, law enforcement 
officers respond to emer-
gency situations involving 
individuals from all walks 
of life. However, standard 
police protocols don’t al-
ways account for the unique 
ways autistic individuals 
may respond to stress, com-
mands, or physical pres-
ence. This training aims to 
bridge that gap. 
 
A person with autism may 
have an impaired sense of 
danger, leading them toward 
hazardous situations like 
traffic or deep water. They 
may experience sensory 
overload due to police si-
rens, flashing lights, or loud 
verbal commands. Some 
individuals might react in 
ways that officers misinter-
pret as noncompliance, such 
as avoiding eye contact, en-
gaging in repetitive move-
ments (stimming), or failing 

to respond to verbal direc-
tions. Others may become 
fearful of uniforms and 
equipment, which could 
lead to unpredictable behav-
ior. 
 
By training officers to rec-
ognize these signs, the Sher-
iff’s Office is taking an im-
portant preventative step to 
avoid tragic misunderstand-
ings and improve safety for 
all individuals involved. 
 
“The Philadelphia Sheriff’s 
Office, under Sheriff Bilal’s 
leadership, is committed to 
serving every community 
member with understanding 
and respect. The dedication 
and effort that went into this 
initiative is indicative of the 
culture put into place over 
the past five years,” says 
Jamison Rogers, Chief of 
Staff of the Philadelphia 
Sheriff’s Office. 
 
The need for autism aware-
ness in law enforcement has 
been underscored by past 
incidents where officers, 
lacking proper training, mis-
read situations involving 
autistic individuals. In 2020, 
13-year-old Linden Camer-
on, who had a sensory pro-
cessing disorder, was shot 
multiple times by a Salt 
Lake City police officer af-
ter running from his home 
during a meltdown. The city 
later settled with the family 
for $3 million. In 2024, 15-
year-old Ryan Gainer, an 
autistic boy in California, 
was fatally shot by police 
while holding a garden tool. 
His family had called 911 
for help during a mental 
health crisis. These cases 
highlight the risks that arise 

when law enforcement is 
unprepared to handle inter-
actions with neurodivergent 
individuals. 
 
“Now, more than ever, law 
enforcement officers need to 
understand better how to 
communicate and engage 
with autistic individuals to 
ensure the safety and well-
being of all community 
members. We not only de-
signed and implemented the 
Autism Decal Program in 
2023, but we also ensured 
that our officers and staff 
went through intensive 
training,” says Darryl B. 

Roberts, Assistant Director 
of Community Outreach of 
the Philadelphia Sheriff’s 
Office. 
 
With this certification, the 
Philadelphia Sheriff’s Of-
fice joins a growing number 
of law enforcement agencies 
taking proactive measures to 
ensure officers are equipped 
with the knowledge and 
skills to handle autism-
related interactions with 
care and understanding. 
This not only improves pub-
lic safety but also builds 
trust between law enforce-
ment and the autism com-

munity. 
 
“This certification is a testa-
ment to the Philadelphia 
Sheriff’s Office’s dedication 
to prioritizing safety for 
every individual, especially 
for those who are autistic or 
sensory-sensitive,” says 
Myron Pincomb, IBCCES 
board chairman. “IBCCES 
is proud to award them with 
the Certified Autism Cen-
ter credential, highlight-
ing their ongoing commit-
ment to enhancing accessi-
bility throughout their com-
munity.” 
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By James Williams, Editor 
 
Pennsylvania State Repre-
sentative Chris Rabb (D-
Phila.) has introduced legis-
lation to designate the first 
Monday of every February 
as “Emancipation Day” in 
Pennsylvania. The proposal 
seeks to highlight the state’s 
historical role in the aboli-
tion of slavery and 
acknowledge the ongoing 
struggle for racial equality. 
 
Rep. Rabb emphasized the 
importance of this recogni-
tion, stating, 
 
“With our constitution and 
civil rights under daily as-
sault, I feel it is more im-
portant than ever for us as a 
state and nation to 
acknowledge the ongoing 
struggle for equality and 
justice that persists in our 
culture.” 

 
Pennsylvania played a piv-
otal role in ending slavery, 
starting with the passage of 
the Act for the Gradual 
Abolition of Slavery in 
1780, the first legislative 
effort in the American colo-
nies to phase out slavery. 
The law gradually freed en-
slaved individuals born after 
its enactment while allow-
ing existing enslaved people 
to remain in bondage. It 
took 67 years for the last 
enslaved Pennsylvanian to 
be freed. 
 
On February 3, 1865, Penn-
sylvania became the sixth 
state to ratify the Thirteenth 
Amendment, ensuring the 
abolition of slavery through-
out the United States. Rep. 
Rabb’s legislation aims to 
permanently recognize this 
historic achievement and 
acknowledge the state’s role 
in securing freedom beyond 
carceral punishment. 
 

Rep. Rabb’s bill aligns with 
Black History Month’s 
broader mission by ensuring 
that the state formally 
acknowledges its historical 
contributions to abolition 
and the ongoing barriers 
that persist against Black 
communities. The proposed 
unpaid state holiday would 
serve as an annual reminder 
of both past struggles and 
the continued fight for racial 
justice. 
 
He underscored the need for 
this recognition, stating: 
“It is incumbent upon us as 
a state and as a legislative 
body to acknowledge – and 
more importantly accept and 
embrace – that while we 
cannot change the past, it is 
still well within our collec-
tive power to accurately 
portray it by documenting 
all contributions to our 
shared history.” 
 
The Act for the Gradual 
Abolition of Slavery (1780) 

was a landmark law that set 
a precedent for other North-
ern states. Key provisions 
included: 
 
Gradual Emancipation – 
Children born to enslaved 
mothers after 1780 were to 
be freed at age 28. 
 
Freedom Dues – Upon re-
lease, formerly enslaved 
individuals were entitled to 
tools and assistance. 
 
Slave Registration – All en-
slaved individuals had to be 
registered, with failure to do 
so resulting in automatic 
freedom. 
 
Restrictions on Slavery – 
The law prohibited the im-
portation of new enslaved 
people into Pennsylvania. 
 
 
Despite opposition, particu-
larly from German Lutheran 
and Reformed communities, 
and ongoing illegal slave 

trade in border regions, the 
law led to a steady decline 
in slavery. By 1850, slavery 
had been completely eradi-
cated in Pennsylvania. 
 
If passed, Emancipation 
Day would serve as a per-
manent acknowledgment of 
Pennsylvania’s contribu-
tions to the abolition move-
ment and the ongoing work 
needed to achieve racial 
equality. The legislation 
will now move forward for 
debate and consideration in 
the state legislature. 
 
The Town Crier is a Rapid 
Response news blog that is 
written by James Williams 
and created in collaboration 
with ChatGPT. For re-
search assistance and con-
tent editing. 






